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DESCRIPTION
.

Trauma Case Reports is the only open access, online journal dedicated to the publication of case
reports in all aspects of trauma care and accident surgery.
Case reports on all aspects of trauma management, surgical procedures for all tissues, resuscitation,
anaesthesia and trauma and tissue healing will be considered for publication by the international
editorial team and will be subject to peer review. Bringing together these cases from an international
authorship will shed light on surgical problems and help in their effective resolution.
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Editor, Lower Limb
Andrew Gray, Middlesbrough, England, UK
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Dirk Stengel, Berlin, Germany
Editor, Upper Limb
Craig Roberts, Louisville, Kentucky, USA
Reviews Editor (Non-Orthopaedics)
Peter Cameron, Melbourne, Australia
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GUIDE FOR AUTHORS
.

Journal scope
Trauma Case Reports, edited by Professor Peter Giannoudis and his editorial team from Injury, the
International Journal of the Care of the Injured, is the only open access, online journal dedicated to
the publication of case reports in all aspects of trauma care and accident surgery.
Case reports on all aspects of trauma management, surgical procedures for all tissues, resuscitation,
anaesthesia and trauma and tissue healing will be considered for publication by the international
editorial team and will be subject to peer review. Bringing together these cases from an international
authorship will shed light on surgical problems and help in their effective resolution.

Editorial policy
Original contributions are welcomed from any country, but the prose used in manuscripts must
conform to acceptable English usage. The text must be clear, logical and concise. In assessing a
manuscript for publication the Editors will also consider its originality, educational value and validity.
Recommendations regarding major rearrangements or corrections may be offered to help authors
re-write their submission in a way that is acceptable to the journal. The Editors reserve the right to
make editorial and literary changes and accepted articles may be subject to further copy-editing to
conform to journal style.
The journal uses a double-blind review process. As reviewers assist in their own time, without
remuneration, authors can greatly assist the process by submitting correctly formatted papers in
accordance with the following guidelines.

Ethics in publishing
Please see our information pages on Ethics in publishing and Ethical guidelines for journal publication.

Studies in humans and animals
If the work involves the use of human subjects, the author should ensure that the work described
has been carried out in accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association
(Declaration of Helsinki) for experiments involving humans. The manuscript should be in line with the
Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical
Journals and aim for the inclusion of representative human populations (sex, age and ethnicity) as
per those recommendations. The terms sex and gender should be used correctly.
Authors should include a statement in the manuscript that informed consent was obtained for
experimentation with human subjects. The privacy rights of human subjects must always be observed.
All animal experiments should comply with the ARRIVE guidelines and should be carried out in
accordance with the U.K. Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act, 1986 and associated guidelines, EU
Directive 2010/63/EU for animal experiments, or the National Institutes of Health guide for the care
and use of Laboratory animals (NIH Publications No. 8023, revised 1978) and the authors should
clearly indicate in the manuscript that such guidelines have been followed. The sex of animals must
be indicated, and where appropriate, the influence (or association) of sex on the results of the study.

Language editing services
Authors who require information about language editing and copyediting services pre- and postsubmission please visit https://www.elsevier.com/languagepolishing for more information. Use of an
English-language editing service is not mandatory, and will not guarantee acceptance or preference
for publication. Elsevier neither endorses nor takes responsibility for any products, goods or services
offered by outside vendors through our services or in any advertising. For more information, please
refer to our Terms and Conditions: https://www.elsevier.com/termsandconditions.

Online submission
All material should be submitted through the online submission and review system
http://ees.elsevier.com/tcr/. All text, including references, figure legends and tables should be
prepared in a single file. Illustrations should be supplied as separate files.

Authorship
All authors should have made substantial contributions to all of the following:
the conception and design of the study, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data
drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content final approval of the version
to be submitted.
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Conflict of interest
Authors
At the end of the text, under a subheading 'Conflict of interest statement', all authors must
disclose any financial and personal relationships with other people or organisations that could
inappropriately influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential conflicts of interest include
employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent applications/
registrations, and grants or other funding. If the authors have no conflicts of interest, they should
state 'none'.
Reviewers
Reviewers must disclose to the Editor any conflicts of interest that could bias their opinions of the
manuscript, and they should disqualify themselves from reviewing specific manuscripts if they believe
it to be appropriate. Reviewers must state explicitly whether conflicts do or do not exist. Reviewers
must not use knowledge of the work, before its publication, to further their own interests.
Role of the funding source
All sources of funding should be declared as an acknowledgement at the end of the text. Authors
should declare the role of study sponsors, if any, in the study design, in the collection, analysis and
interpretation of data; in the writing of the manuscript; and in the decision to submit the manuscript
for publication. If the study sponsors had no such involvement, the authors should so state.
Open access
This journal makes your article freely available on Elsevier's platforms. An Article Processing Charge
of $750, with an introductory 1-year discount of 25%, excludes taxes. In some cases, institutions
and funding bodies have entered into agreement with Elsevier to meet these fees on behalf of
their authors. Details of these agreements are available at https://www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies.
Authors of accepted articles, who wish to take advantage of this option, should complete and
submit the order form (available at https://www.elsevier.com/locate/openaccessform.pdf). Whatever
access option you choose, you retain many rights as an author, including the right to post a
revised personal version of your article on your own website. More information can be found here:
https://www.elsevier.com/authorsrights.
Ethics
Identifying information, including patients images, names, initials, or hospital numbers, should
not be included in videos, recordings, written descriptions, photographs, and pedigrees unless the
information is essential for scientific purposes and you have obtained written informed consent for
publication in print and electronic form from the patient (or parent, guardian or next of kin where
applicable). If such consent is made subject to any conditions, Elsevier must be made aware of all
such conditions. Written consents must be provided to Elsevier on request.
Even where consent has been given, identifying details should be omitted if they are not essential.
If identifying characteristics are altered to protect anonymity, such as in genetic pedigrees, authors
should provide assurance that alterations do not distort scientific meaning and editors should so note.
If such consent has not been obtained, personal details of patients included in any part of the paper
and in any supplementary materials (including all illustrations and videos) must be removed before
submission.
Covering letter
Manuscripts must be accompanied by a covering letter stating that the current “Guide for Authors”
has been read, thereby indicating compliance with those instructions and acceptance of the conditions
posed. The letter should state that the authors have seen and agreed to the submitted version of
the paper, and bear responsibility for it; that all who have been acknowledged as contributors or as
providers of personal communications have agreed to their inclusion; that the material is original;
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and that it has been neither published elsewhere nor submitted for publication simultaneously. In
addition the letter should state that if accepted, the paper will not be published elsewhere in the same
or similar form, in English or in any other language, without written consent of the copyright holder.

Preparation of manuscripts
Failure to submit papers in accordance with these instructions will result in the return of the manuscript
for correction before it is sent out for review. All copy must be typed double spaced, including text,
bibliographies, figure legends and tables. Use a standard, easy-to-read word processor font such
as Times New Roman or Arial. All pages should be numbered in the bottom right corner or bottom
centre. Papers should be set out as follows: title page, summary, keywords, text, acknowledgements,
references, figure legends, tables.
Case reports should be presented as briefly as possible. Succinct articles are more likely to be
accepted for publication. Case reports should be no more than 1200 words, with a maximum of 10
references and four tables/figures.
Title page
The title page should give the following: title of the article initials and name of each author name and
address of the department or institution to which the work should be attributed the name, address,
telephone, fax and e-mail details of the author responsible for editorial correspondence details of any
meeting at which the work was presented, wholly or in part.
Summary and keywords
The article summary should consist of no more than 300 words. The journal does not demand
structured abstracts, but the summary should briefly describe the background and purposes of the
report, the subjects studied and the methods used, the main findings (including specific data and
statistical analysis) and the conclusions. Four to six keywords should be provided at the end of the
summary.
Text
Headings should be appropriate to the nature of the paper. The proper use of headings enhances
clarity and readability. Normally only two categories of heading should be used, which should be
clearly distinguished.
Drug/device names: Use generic names of drugs, suture materials and instruments whenever
possible. Give the trade name in brackets after the generic or approved name, followed by
manufacturer, city, state (if US), and country. Proprietary names should be capitalised.
Abbreviations should be avoided in the title and summary. Explain abbreviations when they first occur
in the text.
Numbers: use SI units throughout. Spell out the numbers one to ten except when used for units
of measurement (mass, time, length); for numbers over ten use numerals except when starting a
sentence. Do not give percentages if the total number in the sample is less than 50. Percentages
greater than ten should be rounded to the nearest whole number. Numerical data should be analysed
by appropriate statistical methods. When evaluating a manuscript, the Editor and statistical referees
will consider the design of the study, the presentation of the data, the analysis of the data and the
interpretation of the results. The use of standard deviation and standard error should be clearly
distinguished. The statistical test(s) used should be stated clearly in the 'Methods' section of the
paper. Statistical significance should not be confused with clinical significance. In particular, 'negative'
findings should be interpreted through the use of confidence intervals. Authors should beware of
placing undue emphasis on secondary analyses, especially when they are suggested by an inspection
of the data.
Tables
These should be double-spaced, and contain only horizontal rules. Format tables with tabs rather than
spaces, or prepare them as tables in Microsoft Word. Do not submit tables as photographs. A short
descriptive title should appear above each table and any footnotes, suitably identified, below. Care
must be taken to ensure that all units are included. Ensure that each table is cited in the text.
Figures
Figures should be submitted online as separate files. The minimum resolution for high quality
reproduction is 300 dpi. For detailed instructions on the preparation of electronic artwork, consult
the Artwork Instructions to Authors: https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions. Permission to
reproduce illustrations from other sources should always be obtained before submission, and details
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included with the legend. The journal is published in full colour (in print and online) at no charge
to authors, so colour photographs should be submitted wherever possible. Photographs must be in
sharp focus with good contrast and should not be altered or retouched in any way. ‘Before’ and ‘after’
photographs of patients should be standardised in terms of size, position and lighting. Provide scale
bars on photomicrographs rather than stating the magnification in the legend. Legends are required
for figures and should be included as part of the manuscript. All figures should be numbered in a
single sequence.
Patient confidentiality: where illustrations include individuals of whatever age who are recognizable or
whose identity may be deduced from the context, written consent must be obtained for publication.
All identifying features not considered relevant to the text should be obscured.

References
Please ensure that you include all relevant references to previous articles in Trauma Case Reports
and/or Injury. The accuracy of references is the responsibility of the authors. Limit citations to those
that are essential to the study. It is not necessary or appropriate to quote each and every historical
reference unless there is a specific point to be made. References derived from computer literature
searches should not be cited unless they have been read and contribute specifically to the discussion.
References should be cited in the text in numerical order, not alphabetically, and be indicated
in the text by superscript numbers, e.g. 1, 2 or 1-4. The reference list should be typed
double-spaced and in numerical order. If there are more than six authors list only the first
three followed by ‘et al’. Journal titles should be abbreviated according to Index Medicus
(see http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/lji.html). Internet resources should have their accessibility
verified and all URLs should be checked again at proof stage.
Data references
This journal encourages you to cite underlying or relevant datasets in your manuscript by citing them
in your text and including a data reference in your Reference List. Data references should include the
following elements: author name(s), dataset title, data repository, version (where available), year,
and global persistent identifier. Add [dataset] immediately before the reference so we can properly
identify it as a data reference. This identifier will not appear in your published article.
Examples
Journal article: Frame JD, Frame JE. Modifying integra as a regeneration template in deep tissue
planes. J Plast Reconstruct Aesthet Surg 2006;59;460-4.
Book chapter: Lister GD. Skin flaps. In Green DP, ed. Operative Hand Surgery. 3rd ed. New York:
Churchill Livingstone, 1993: 1741-1823.
Book: Mathes SJ, Nahai F. Reconstructive Surgery: principles, anatomy, and technique. New York:
Churchill Livingstone, 1997.
Internet resource: International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Uniform requirements for
manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals. http://www.icmje.org. [Accessibility verified March 21,
2008]
Dataset: [dataset] M. Oguro, S. Imahiro, S. Saito, T. Nakashizuka, Mortality data for
Japanese oak wilt disease and surrounding forest compositions, Mendeley Data, v1, 2015.
http://dx.doi.org/10.17632/xwj98nb39r.1

Role of the funding source
You are requested to identify who provided financial support for the conduct of the research and/or
preparation of the article and to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study design; in
the collection, analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report; and in the decision to
submit the article for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such involvement then this should
be stated.

Funding body agreements and policies
Elsevier has established agreements and developed policies to allow authors whose articles appear in
journals published by Elsevier, to comply with potential manuscript archiving requirements as specified
as conditions of their grant awards. To learn more about existing agreements and policies please visit
https://www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies.
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Peer Review Process
This journal uses double-blind review, which means that both the reviewer and author name(s)
are not allowed to be revealed to one another for a manuscript under review. The identities of
the authors are concealed from the reviewers, and vice versa. For more information please refer
to https://www.elsevier.com/reviewers/peer-review. To facilitate this, please include the following
separately: Title page (with author details): This should include the title, authors' names and
affiliations, and a complete address for the corresponding author including an e-mail address. Blinded
manuscript (no author details): The main body of the paper (including the references, figures, tables
and any Acknowledgements) should not include any identifying information, such as the authors'
names or affiliations.
All contributions will be initially assessed by the editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed
suitable are then sent to a minimum of one independent expert reviewer to assess the scientific quality
of the paper. Reviewers are chosen from a database of 1430+ potential reviewers, including Editorial
Board members. The Editor is responsible for the final decision regarding acceptance or rejection of
articles. The Editor's decision is final.

Proofs
One set of page proofs in PDF format will be sent by e-mail to the corresponding author, which they
are requested to correct and return within 48 hours. Elsevier now sends PDF proofs which can be
annotated; for this you will need to download Adobe Reader version 7 available free from Adobe.
Instructions on how to annotate PDF files will accompany the proofs. The exact system requirements
are given at the Adobe site.
If you do not wish to use the PDF annotations function, you may list the corrections (including replies
to the Query Form) in an e-mail. Please list your corrections quoting line number. If, for any reason,
this is not possible, then mark the corrections and any other comments (including replies to the Query
Form) on a printout of your proof and return by fax, or scan the pages and e-mail, or by post.
Please use this proof only for checking the typesetting, editing, completeness and correctness of the
text, tables and figures. Significant changes to the article as accepted for publication will only be
considered at this stage with permission from the Editor. We will do everything possible to get your
article published quickly and accurately. Therefore, it is important to ensure that all of your corrections
are sent back to us in one communication: please check carefully before replying, as inclusion of any
subsequent corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is solely your responsibility. Note that
Elsevier may proceed with the publication of your article if no response is received.

Offprints
The corresponding author, at no cost, will be provided with a PDF file of the article via e-mail or,
alternatively, 25 free paper offprints. The PDF file is a watermarked version of the published article
and includes a cover sheet with the journal cover image and a disclaimer outlining the terms and
conditions of use. Additional paper offprints can be ordered by the authors. An order form with prices
will be sent to the corresponding author.

Submission declaration
Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously (except in
the form of an abstract, a published lecture or academic thesis, see 'Multiple, redundant or concurrent
publication' for more information), that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that
its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where
the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in
English or in any other language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyrightholder.
Preprints
Please note that preprints can be shared anywhere at any time, in line with Elsevier's sharing policy.
Sharing your preprints e.g. on a preprint server will not count as prior publication (see 'Multiple,
redundant or concurrent publication' for more information).

Use of inclusive language
Inclusive language acknowledges diversity, conveys respect to all people, is sensitive to differences,
and promotes equal opportunities. Articles should make no assumptions about the beliefs or
commitments of any reader, should contain nothing which might imply that one individual is superior
to another on the grounds of race, sex, culture or any other characteristic, and should use inclusive
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language throughout. Authors should ensure that writing is free from bias, for instance by using 'he
or she', 'his/her' instead of 'he' or 'his', and by making use of job titles that are free of stereotyping
(e.g. 'chairperson' instead of 'chairman' and 'flight attendant' instead of 'stewardess').

Copyright
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete an 'Exclusive License Agreement' (see
more information on this). Permitted third party reuse of open access articles is determined by the
author's choice of user license.
Author rights
As an author you (or your employer or institution) have certain rights to reuse your work. More
information.
Elsevier supports responsible sharing
Find out how you can share your research published in Elsevier journals.

Open access
This is an open access journal: all articles will be immediately and permanently free for everyone
to read and download. To provide open access, this journal has an open access fee (also known as
an article publishing charge APC) which needs to be paid by the authors or on their behalf e.g. by
their research funder or institution. Permitted third party (re)use is defined by the following Creative
Commons user licenses:
Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY)
Lets others distribute and copy the article, create extracts, abstracts, and other revised versions,
adaptations or derivative works of or from an article (such as a translation), include in a collective
work (such as an anthology), text or data mine the article, even for commercial purposes, as long
as they credit the author(s), do not represent the author as endorsing their adaptation of the article,
and do not modify the article in such a way as to damage the author's honor or reputation.
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs (CC BY-NC-ND)
For non-commercial purposes, lets others distribute and copy the article, and to include in a collective
work (such as an anthology), as long as they credit the author(s) and provided they do not alter or
modify the article.
The open access publication fee for this journal is USD 750, excluding taxes. Learn more about
Elsevier's pricing policy: https://www.elsevier.com/openaccesspricing.
Elsevier Researcher Academy
Researcher Academy is a free e-learning platform designed to support early and mid-career
researchers throughout their research journey. The "Learn" environment at Researcher Academy
offers several interactive modules, webinars, downloadable guides and resources to guide you through
the process of writing for research and going through peer review. Feel free to use these free resources
to improve your submission and navigate the publication process with ease.
Data references
This journal encourages you to cite underlying or relevant datasets in your manuscript by citing them
in your text and including a data reference in your Reference List. Data references should include the
following elements: author name(s), dataset title, data repository, version (where available), year,
and global persistent identifier. Add [dataset] immediately before the reference so we can properly
identify it as a data reference. The [dataset] identifier will not appear in your published article.
Reference management software
Most Elsevier journals have their reference template available in many of the most popular reference
management software products. These include all products that support Citation Style Language
styles, such as Mendeley. Using citation plug-ins from these products, authors only need to select
the appropriate journal template when preparing their article, after which citations and bibliographies
will be automatically formatted in the journal's style. If no template is yet available for this journal,
please follow the format of the sample references and citations as shown in this Guide. If you use
reference management software, please ensure that you remove all field codes before submitting
the electronic manuscript. More information on how to remove field codes from different reference
management software.
Users of Mendeley Desktop can easily install the reference style for this journal by clicking the following
link:
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http://open.mendeley.com/use-citation-style/trauma-case-reports
When preparing your manuscript, you will then be able to select this style using the Mendeley plugins for Microsoft Word or LibreOffice.

Research data
This journal encourages and enables you to share data that supports your research publication
where appropriate, and enables you to interlink the data with your published articles. Research data
refers to the results of observations or experimentation that validate research findings. To facilitate
reproducibility and data reuse, this journal also encourages you to share your software, code, models,
algorithms, protocols, methods and other useful materials related to the project.
Below are a number of ways in which you can associate data with your article or make a statement
about the availability of your data when submitting your manuscript. If you are sharing data in one of
these ways, you are encouraged to cite the data in your manuscript and reference list. Please refer to
the "References" section for more information about data citation. For more information on depositing,
sharing and using research data and other relevant research materials, visit the research data page.
Data linking
If you have made your research data available in a data repository, you can link your article directly to
the dataset. Elsevier collaborates with a number of repositories to link articles on ScienceDirect with
relevant repositories, giving readers access to underlying data that gives them a better understanding
of the research described.
There are different ways to link your datasets to your article. When available, you can directly link
your dataset to your article by providing the relevant information in the submission system. For more
information, visit the database linking page.
For supported data repositories a repository banner will automatically appear next to your published
article on ScienceDirect.
In addition, you can link to relevant data or entities through identifiers within the text of your
manuscript, using the following format: Database: xxxx (e.g., TAIR: AT1G01020; CCDC: 734053;
PDB: 1XFN).
Mendeley Data
This journal supports Mendeley Data, enabling you to deposit any research data (including raw and
processed data, video, code, software, algorithms, protocols, and methods) associated with your
manuscript in a free-to-use, open access repository. Before submitting your article, you can deposit
the relevant datasets to Mendeley Data. Please include the DOI of the deposited dataset(s) in your
main manuscript file. The datasets will be listed and directly accessible to readers next to your
published article online.
For more information, visit the Mendeley Data for journals page.
Data statement
To foster transparency, we encourage you to state the availability of your data in your submission.
This may be a requirement of your funding body or institution. If your data is unavailable to access
or unsuitable to post, you will have the opportunity to indicate why during the submission process,
for example by stating that the research data is confidential. The statement will appear with your
published article on ScienceDirect. For more information, visit the Data Statement page.

Contact details for submission
If you need any further help, please contact the Editorial Office: tcr@elsevier.com
© Copyright 2018 Elsevier | https://www.elsevier.com
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