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DESCRIPTION
.

The Journal aims to present research that will improve understanding of behavioral, in particular
psychological, aspects of economic decisions and processes. It is published under the auspices of the
International Association for Research in Economic Psychology (http://www.iarep.org), whose aim is
to promote interdisciplinary work relating to economic behavior.
The Journal seeks to be a channel for the increased interest in using behavioral science methods
for the study of economic behavior, and so to contribute to better solutions of societal problems,
by stimulating new approaches and new theorizing about economic affairs. Economic psychology
as a discipline studies the psychological mechanisms that underlie economic behavior. It deals with
decisions (individual or interactive), preferences, judgments, and factors influencing these, as well
as the consequences of judgments and decisions for economics and society. Studies in economic
psychology usually relate to the individual decision maker's level, though sometimes also address
household or group behavior.
Historically, economic psychology has developed as a branch of psychology, while behavioral
economics has risen as a sub-field of economics. Consequentially, for example, rationality assumptions
have been traditionally avoided in economic psychology. Lately, however these differences are
disappearing. We welcome any behavioral economics study to the journal of economic psychology. We
also explicitly welcome studies in related domains including neuroeconomics, consumer psychology,
voter psychology, and behavioral game theory, as long as they make a strong contribution to the
understanding of psychological processes implicated in economic behavior and decisions.
Additionally, we welcome submissions from traditional areas of economic psychology, including
psychological aspects associated with inflation, unemployment, poverty, taxation, economic
development, economic literacy, personal finance, and market behavior.
The Journal of Economic Psychology contains: (a) Research articles: novel reports of empirical (field or
experimental) research with a significant contribution to relevant theory; (b) brief reports: Empirical
contributions (e.g., robustness tests), re-examinations and re-analyses, as well as short formalanalytical contributions linked to well-established empirical phenomena; (c) replication studies; (d)
extensive reviews of state of the art topics in economic psychology; and (e) book reviews.
Special issues of the Journal may be devoted to themes of particular interest. Typically, an open call
for proposals for a special issue is announced once per year. Interested authors should check our
detailed Guide for Authors and are also suggested to check http://alosferrer.wordpress.com.
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AUDIENCE
.

Researchers and Practitioners in Marketing, Psychologists, Economists, Governmental Policy Makers.

IMPACT FACTOR
.

2021: 3.000 © Clarivate Analytics Journal Citation Reports 2022

ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING
.

Journal of Economic Literature
Current Contents - Social & Behavioral Sciences
COREJ
International Bibliography of the Social Sciences
RePEc
PsycINFO
Scopus
ABI/Inform
Academic Journal Guide (Chartered Association of Business Schools)

EDITORIAL BOARD
.

Co Editors-in-Chief
Carlos Alós-Ferrer, University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland
Eldad Yechiam, Technion Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa, Israel
Associate Editors
Anja Achtziger, Zeppelin University, Friedrichshafen, Germany
Ofer Azar, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Be'er Sheva, Israel
Giorgio Coricelli, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California, United States of America
Siegfried Dewitte, KU Leuven Association, Leuven, Belgium
Eyal Ert, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Israel
Enrique Fatas, Loughborough University, Loughborough, England, United Kingdom
Lata Gangadharan, Monash University, Clayton, Australia
Christoph Kogler, Tilburg University, Tilburg, Netherlands
Cäzilia Loibl, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, United States of America
Andreas Mojzisch, University of Hildesheim, Hildesheim, Germany
Laetitia Mulder, University of Groningen, Groningen, Netherlands
Kristian Ove Myrseth, University of York, York, United Kingdom
Daniel Navarro-Martinez, Pompeu Fabra University, Barcelona, Spain
Nikos Nikiforakis, New York University - Abu Dhabi Campus, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Stefan T. Trautmann, Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany
Book Review Editor
Cäzilia Loibl, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, United States of America
Editorial Board
Morris Altman, The University of Newcastle Newcastle Business School, Callaghan, New South Wales, Australia
Paul Anand, The Open University, Milton Keynes, United Kingdom
Gerrit Antonides, Wageningen University, Wageningen, Netherlands
Eduard Brandstätter, Johannes Kepler University Linz, Linz, Austria
Stephen Cheung, The University of Sydney, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Catherine Eckel, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, United States of America
Henk Elffers, Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and Law Enforcement, Amsterdam, Netherlands
Ernst Fehr, University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland
Gigi Foster, University of New South Wales, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Shane Frederick, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, United States of America
Jaume Garcia-Segarra, University Jaume I, Castello De La Plana, Spain
Uri Gneezy, University of California San Diego Rady School of Management, La Jolla, California, United States
of America
Steve Gould, City University of New York, New York, New York, United States of America
Benjamin Hilbig, Universität Koblenz, Koblenz, Germany
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Guy Hochman, Reichman University Baruch Ivcher School of Psychology, Herzliya, Israel
Erik Hölzl, University of Cologne, Köln, Germany
Steve Humphrey, Osnabrück University, Osnabrück, Germany
Simon Kemp, University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand
Erich Kirchler, University of Vienna, Wien, Austria
Doron Kliger, University of Haifa, Haifa, Israel
Tamar Kugler, The University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, United States of America
Stephen Lea, University of Exeter, Exeter, United Kingdom
George Loewenstein, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, United States of America
Boris Maciejovsky, University of California Riverside, Riverside, California, United States of America
Luigi Mittone, University of Trento, Trento, Italy
Ellen Katrine Nyhus, University of Agder School of Business and Law, Kristiansand, Norway
Steven S. Posavac, University of Rochester, Rochester, New York, United States of America
Fred van Raaij, Tilburg University, Tilburg, Netherlands
Rebecca K Ratner, University of Maryland at College Park, College Park, Maryland, United States of America
Daniel Read, Durham University, Durham, United Kingdom
Christine Roland-Lévy, Reims Champagne-Ardenne University, Reims, France
Marta Serra-Garcia, University of California San Diego, La Jolla, California, United States of America
Tal Shavit, Ariel University, Ari'el, Israel
Joep Sonnemans, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands
Fritz Strack, University of Würzburg, Würzburg, Germany
Robert Sugden, University of East Anglia, Norwich, United Kingdom
Jonathan H.W. Tan, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, Singapore
Richard H. Thaler, The University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, United States of America
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GUIDE FOR AUTHORS
.

YOUR PAPER YOUR WAY
We differentiate between the requirements for new (or revised) submissions and the requirements
for final files after manuscript acceptance. You may choose to submit your manuscript as a single PDF
file or a file generated by a word processor to be used in the refereeing process, but our system will
convert it to a PDF and you need to check this PDF file before submitting (in any case, please submit
the Online Appendix as a PDF file, as that file will remain "as is"). Only when your paper is accepted will
you be requested to provide source files as required for the publication of your article. However, please
note that your initial submission still needs to comply with the journal-specific policies described below
(see SUBMISSION CHECKLIST and JOURNAL STANDARDS), and that your paper might be returned
to you or desk-rejected otherwise.
To find out more, please visit the "NEW AND REVISED SUBMISSIONS" and "ACCEPTED
MANUSCRIPTS" sections below.

SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
You can use this list to carry out a final check of your submission before you send it to the journal
for review. Please check the relevant section in this Guide for Authors for more details. One author
has been designated as the corresponding author with contact details (E-mail address and full
postal address). All necessary files have been uploaded: Cover letter(only if necessary: see below)
Manuscript Graphical Abstracts / Highlights files (where applicable; please note that Highlights are
not required on initial submission) Online Appendix (a PDF file, uploaded as "Supporting File") Cover
letter: A cover letter is NOT necessary. Please provide a cover letter ONLY if you need to explain
extraordinary circumstances contrary to journal policy (examples: (i) you cannot make your data
publicly available; (ii) you have used deception in your experimental design: (iii) you have not used
incentives in your experiments). Please do not upload a cover letter to tell us that you are submitting a
paper. We know that. Please do not upload a cover letter to tell us what the paper is about. That is what
the abstract is for. Manuscript: Your article. The first page should include the title, authors' names,
affiliations, acknowledgements and any Declaration of Interest statement, and a complete address
for the corresponding author including an e-mail address. Please also include abstract and keywords
in this page. Online Appendix: A single PDF file, uploaded as "Supporting File," with independent
pagination and including paper title and author names. For experimental papers, this file must contain
complete experimental instructions. For papers using survey data, this file must contain a transcript
of the survey questions. Robustness and complementary analyses should also go in this file. Online
Appendices are published "as is," unedited, and you are responsible for formatting and providing a
readable, platform-independent PDF file. "Doc" and "Docx" files are not acceptable. Please do not
upload multiple Online Appendices, use sections instead. For the initial submission, please ensure
that all figures and tables are embedded in the manuscript file and placed next to the relevant
text in the manuscript, rather than at the bottom or the top of the file. The corresponding caption
should be placed directly below the figure or table. Alternatively, you can provide individual files for
figures and tables, but this is not recommended at this stage. For accepted submissions, you will be
asked to provide individual files for figures. If doing so, please ensure all figures (including relevant
captions) and all tables (including titles, description, footnotes) have been provided and also ensure
all figure and table citations in the text match the files provided. Manuscript has been spell-checked
and 'grammar-checked'. See "Journal Standards" below. All references mentioned in the Reference
List are cited in the text, and vice versa. Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material
from other sources (including the Internet). If any of the authors has competing interests to declare,
please detail them in a cover letter. Journal policies detailed in this guide have been reviewed (see
below). Referee suggestions and contact details provided, based on journal requirements. For further
information, visit our Support Center.

Ethics in publishing
Please see our information on Ethics in publishing.

JOURNAL STANDARDS
Authors submitting manuscripts to JoEP are expected to adhere to the author guidelines and to the
general standards of the journal. Please read these instructions carefully to avoid desk rejections.
Types of Submissions and Length of Articles
Research Articles should not exceed 12,000 words in length. Review Articles are focused surveys
reviewing some part of the literature. Review Articles and invited pieces can exceed the limit of
12,000 words. Brief Reports are short research articles, limited to 4,000 words in length (excluding
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abstract and references). Brief Articles include focused reports on single empirical studies, data
re-analyses for new purposes, variants of previously-published empirical studies (especially those
published in the journal), and short formal-analytical contributions linked to well-established empirical
phenomena. Brief Articles do not include opinion pieces, qualitative studies, or verbal discussions of
the literature (such contributions are out of the scope of the journal). The introduction of a Brief
Article should be concise and refer only to the key related literature.Replications are short, focused
articles reporting replications (successful or not) of previously-published studies. In general, they
should not exceed 4,000 words in length. It is recommended that the title of such contributions starts
with "Replication: ..." Book Reviews should be submitted through the journal's online system as any
other contribution. In general, Book Reviews written at the invitation of the Book Review Editor, but
non-invited reviews are also possible. If you are interested in reviewing a book for JoEP, it is advised
to contact the Book Review Editor (listed in the Editorial Board) in advance.
All word counts include the total text (abstract, main text, references, tables and figures, appendix),
but not the supplementary (online) materials.
Formal standards
The time of editors, associate editors, and reviewers, is just as valuable as that of authors. At the
Journal of Economic Psychology, papers which have not been exhaustively checked and polished
before submission are never sent out for reviewing. Authors should carefully triple-check (and we
mean this literally) their papers before submission to avoid typographic, grammar, and formatting
errors, ensure that there are no language problems (if unsure, please enlist the help of a language
editing service or a native speaker), and generally make sure that the paper is in a highly-polished
state. For instance, make sure that your bibliography precisely corresponds to your citations and that
there are no errors in it; if working under LaTeX, please use a bibliographic environment as BibTeX
or BibLaTeX.
Statistical standards
Authors should ensure that statistical analyses are conducted rigorously and in accordance with the
highest standards. In particular, the journal enforces a number of clear criteria. Failure to comply
with them will result in desk rejection.
First, the threshold for statistical significance is 5%(p<0.05). Test results with p-values above 0.05
and below 0.10 are not "significant at the 10% level" or "marginally significant." At the Journal of
Economic Psychology, they are simply not significant. As a general rule, non-significant results should
not be interpreted. Remember: absence of evidence (of an effect) is not evidence of absence. In the
case of regression tables, use the convention * p<.05 ** p<.01 *** p<.001. In the case of tests, it
might be appropriate to occasionally report that a test "missed significance" and report the exact pvalue, but interpretations of non-significant tests should be avoided in general. See, however, next
point.
Second, the journal does welcome the publication of null results, where a postulated effect is not
found (replications, however, should be submitted as such and not as Research Articles: see "Types
of Submissions and Length of Articles" above). However, null effects can only be properly interpreted
if a careful power analysis has been carried out before conducting the experiment and is properly
reported in the design section. In doing so, please be aware of the distinction between a proper (ex
ante or equivalent) power analysis and a post hoc (or observed) power analysis. A post hoc power
analysis, where one just reports the effect sizes that would have been significant given the actual
parameters of the study, including actual sample size, is not useful: it simply restates the p-value
in other terms. In contrast, a proper (ideally ex ante, but not exclusively) power calculation clarifies
which effect sizes a study could detect with sufficient power. This is done through power calculations
estimating the probability to obtain a significant effect given a particular effect size (e.g., in terms of
Cohen's d). The effect sizes are derived from previous studies, theoretical background, or simply the
literature standards, meaning that power is estimated for large, medium, and small effects, as given
in Cohen, J. (1977), Statistical Power Analysis for the Social Sciences, Elsevier.
Third, even if a paper does not report null effects, it is necessary to report how the sample size was
determined. This can be part of the power analysis (a sample size of N was computed to be sufficient
to detect a certain effect size for given alpha and beta values) or refer to the previous literature, but
a careful justification is necessary. Independently ofpower analyses, however, please be advised that
an article reporting on small-sample studies only is likely to be considered anecdotal and rejected
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without review. Generally, we expect a reasonable number of independent observations and will not
publish articles which rely on just a few dozens of independent observations. Of course, in some
justified cases independent observations are particularly costly (e.g., brain imaging studies or market
experiments) and the standards for sample sizes are different. This will be taken into account.
Fourth, if multiple tests are conducted on the same data within a given study, p-values must be
adjusted accordingly by using the appropriate corrections for multiple testing (e.g., Holm-Bonferroni,
adjusting the false discovery rate, etc). For instance, this applies whenever the same hypothesis is
tested with several different tests, or when pairwise tests of the same hypothesis are conducted among
several experimental conditions. It is often not necessary to correct when a few separate, different
hypotheses are tested, but if multiple hypotheses are tested on the same data set, the likelihood
of deriving some erroneous inferences increases and adjustments might be needed. If multiple
hypotheses all affect the same dependent variable but different independent variables, consider a
regression analysis instead of an array of separate tests (for conceptually-related regressors, however,
adjustment might still be needed depending on the exact hypothesis).
Use of deception
An issue of particular relevance for the fields of behavioral/experimental economics and economic
psychology is the use of deception in empirical (particularly, experimental) studies. The Journal of
Economic Psychology will only publish empirical research using deception if the authors can and do
explain in their manuscript why the use of deception was strictly necessary for the purposes of their
research. The use of deception and the reasons for doing so should also be detailed in the cover letter.
If, at any point of the editorial process, a paper is deemed to have used deception without the authors
having explicitly stated it so, the process will be interrupted and the paper will be rejected. Please
note that the reasons for avoiding deception are related to lab credibility and reliability of the data,
and not to philosophical issues of any kind.
Incentivization in experiments
For experimental work to be published in the Journal of Economic Psychology, the default is that, at
least, one of the reported experiments should show the central effect of the paper in an incentivized
setting. Of course, exceptions to this are possible (e.g., providing monetary incentives dependent on
performance might run counter to some research topics or questions). However, to avoid an immediate
rejection of the manuscript, such exceptions should be explained in the cover letter. Studies focusing
on the effect of incentives using hypothetical questions only are likely to be rejected without review.
Disclosure of experimental conditions and variables
Authors are required to state in writing (e.g., in the cover letter) that they have reported all
implemented experimental conditions (given that the study is experimental) and disclosed all
measured variables, unless otherwise reported in the paper or a publicly available appendix to the
paper. Furthermore, authors have to either declare that they have reported or cited all of the studies
that they have run on the research question of the paper, or they have to outline which additional
data on this question they have collected in the past, and why they did not report these data in the
current manuscript.
Awareness of previous publications
Authors should be aware of articles previously published in the Journal of Economic Psychology on
the topic of their manuscript. Submitted manuscripts should reflect such awareness. Authors are
encouraged to review the published issues of the last 2-3 years before submitting, and to use the
search function in the journal's webpage to look for related publications.
Citing discussion papers
Our audience comprises many behavioral and experimental economists, and in economics discussion
papers are a fully-accepted way to disseminate scientific knowledge. Hence, the Journal of Economic
Psychology follows the conventions in economics with respect to discussion papers. That is, discussion
papers are fully citable, preferably as institutional working papers with details of the working paper
series. The argument that "what is not published (in a journal) should not be quoted" does not apply
to our journal.
Resubmission of previously-rejected manuscripts
Don't. Rejections are final, even if they happened on the grounds of excessive number of typos or
insufficient language proficiency. Exceptions to this rule can only be granted by direct invitation by the
Editor(s) in Chief, and authors should start an email inquiry on this possibility before attempting to

AUTHOR INFORMATION PACK 6 Jan 2023

www.elsevier.com/locate/joep

6

re-submit a previously-rejected manuscript. In case a manuscript is discovered to be a resubmission
of a previously-rejected manuscript, not previously approved by the Editor(s) in Chief, the evaluation
process will be terminated regardless of its state.
Publication of data and materials
If an experimental or empirical paper is accepted for publication in the Journal of Economic Psychology,
it is currently expected that authors will make their data, the codes of their statistical analyses (if
not straightforward), and the materials of their study publicly available. Exceptions are possible but
should be justified in advance and explained in the cover letter upon submission. For the publication
of data and codes, authors might either use Elsevier's own data repository "Mendeley data", or one
of the many domain-specific data repositories that are being covered by Elsevier's program. More
information on data publication can be found at https://www.elsevier.com/databaselinking. Once your
data and code are made publicly available, please include explicit instructions on how the readers
can download them in the title note / initial acknowledgments note. This should include an actual link
to the dataset (e.g., a link to an address in Mendeley, osf, etc). This is a prerequisite for eventual
acceptance. You can also provide a zip file containing data, codebook, and code, to be published as
a Supporting File. In this case, your title note should explain that data and code are available at
the journal's webpage. However, we prefer you use Elsevier's Mendeley instead of sending us the
data. In cases where such an open access to the data and/or to the experimental materials may not
be possible (e.g., due to third-party rights), this has to be stated and explained in the cover letter
accompanying the initial submission.
We encourage authors to already submit the data, the codes, and particularly the experimental
materials at the initial submission stage (as Supplementary Materials), because often question arise
during the review process that are related to the materials or the data.
Papers using Survey Data
If a manuscript describes data from a survey carried out by the authors, follow the same guidelines
as for experimental papers (see above) to make the data publicly available. If a manuscript uses
data from general-purpose surveys or databases, add a short note on the source of the data you
analyze and how other researchers could gain access to it, even if this requires registration and/or
payment. Please do this in the title note / initial acknowledgments note. This is a prerequisite for
eventual acceptance.

GENERAL EDITORIAL POLICIES
Declaration of interest
All authors must disclose any financial and personal relationships with other people or organizations
that could inappropriately influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential competing interests
include employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent
applications/registrations, and grants or other funding. Authors must disclose any interests in two
places: 1. A summary declaration of interest statement in the title page file. If there are no interests
to declare then please state this: 'Declarations of interest: none'. This summary statement will be
ultimately published if the article is accepted. 2. Detailed disclosures as part of a separate Declaration
of Interest form, which forms part of the journal's official records. It is important for potential interests
to be declared in both places and that the information matches. More information.
Submission Declaration
Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously (except
in the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture or academic thesis), that it is not under
consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or
explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, it
will not be published elsewhere including electronically in the same form, in English or in any other
language, without the written consent of the copyright-holder.
Use of inclusive language
Inclusive language acknowledges diversity, conveys respect to all people, is sensitive to differences,
and promotes equal opportunities. Articles should make no assumptions about the beliefs or
commitments of any reader, should contain nothing which might imply that one individual is superior
to another on the grounds of race, sex, culture or any other characteristic, and should use inclusive
language throughout. Authors should ensure that writing is free from bias, for instance by using 'he
or she', 'his/her' instead of 'he' or 'his', and by making use of job titles that are free of stereotyping
(e.g. 'chairperson' instead of 'chairman' and 'flight attendant' instead of 'stewardess').
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Changes to authorship
Authors are expected to consider carefully the list and order of authors before submitting their
manuscript and provide the definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. Any
addition, deletion or rearrangement of author names in the authorship list should be made only before
the manuscript has been accepted and only if approved by the journal Editor. To request such a
change, the Editor must receive the following from the corresponding author: (a) the reason for the
change in author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, letter) from all authors that they agree with
the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition or removal of authors, this includes
confirmation from the author being added or removed.
Only in exceptional circumstances will the Editor consider the addition, deletion or rearrangement of
authors after the manuscript has been accepted. While the Editor considers the request, publication
of the manuscript will be suspended. If the manuscript has already been published in an online issue,
any requests approved by the Editor will result in a corrigendum.
Article transfer service
This journal is part of our Article Transfer Service. This means that if the Editor feels your article is
more suitable in one of our other participating journals, then you may be asked to consider transferring
the article to one of those. If you agree, your article will be transferred automatically on your behalf
with no need to reformat. Please note that your article will be reviewed again by the new journal.
More information.

NEW AND REVISED SUBMISSIONS
Our online submission system guides you stepwise through the process of entering your article details
and uploading your files. The system converts your article files to a single PDF file used in the peerreview process. All correspondence, including notification of the Editor's decision and requests for
revision, is sent by e-mail.
As part of the Your Paper Your Way service, you may choose to submit your manuscript as a single file
to be used in the refereeing process. This should preferably be a PDF file, but it can also be a .doc/.odt
document, in any lay-out that can be used by referees to evaluate your manuscript. It should contain
figures of high-enough quality for refereeing. If you prefer to do so, you may already provide all or
some of the source files at the initial submission, but this is not required or recommended (PDF is
always preferred at this stage). Please note that individual figure files larger than 10 MB must be
uploaded separately. For revised manuscripts, it is highly advisable to already format your article and
all your files following the guidelines for "accepted manuscripts" below.
Formatting requirements
There are no strict formatting requirements, but all manuscripts must contain the essential elements
needed to convey your manuscript, for example Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Materials and
Methods, Results, Conclusions, Artwork and Tables with Captions. Please divide the article into clearly
defined sections.
If your article includes any Videos and/or other Supplementary material, this should be included in
your initial submission for peer review purposes.
Figures and tables embedded in text
Please ensure the figures and the tables included in the single file are placed next to the relevant text
in the manuscript, rather than at the bottom or the top of the file. The corresponding caption should
be placed directly below the figure or table.
References
There are no strict requirements on reference formatting at submission. References can be in any
style or format as long as the style is consistent. Where applicable, author(s) name(s), journal title/
book title, chapter title/article title, year of publication, volume number/book chapter and the article
number or pagination must be present. Use of DOI is highly encouraged. The reference style used by
the journal will be applied to the accepted article by Elsevier at the proof stage. Note that missing
data will be highlighted at proof stage for the author to correct.
Footnotes
Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number them consecutively throughout the article. Avoid
endnotes.
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Abstract
A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract should state briefly the purpose of the
research, the principal results and major conclusions. An abstract is often presented separately from
the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, References should be avoided, but if
essential, in the abstract they should be given in full. Also, non-standard or uncommon abbreviations
should be avoided, but if essential they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract itself
Graphical abstract
A Graphical abstract is optional and should summarize the contents of the article in a concise, pictorial
form designed to capture the attention of a wide readership online. In case a graphical abstract is
chosen, authors must provide images that clearly represent the work described in the article. Graphical
abstracts should be submitted as a separate file in the online submission system. Image size: Please
provide an image with a minimum of 531 1328 pixels (h w) or proportionally more. The image should
be readable at a size of 5 13 cm using a regular screen resolution of 96 dpi. Preferred file types: TIFF,
EPS, PDF or MS Office files. See https://www.elsevier.com/graphicalabstracts for examples.
Authors can make use of Elsevier's free Graphical abstract check to ensure the best display of the
research in accordance with our technical requirements. 24-hour Graphical abstract check
Keywords
Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 6 keywords, using American spelling and
avoiding general and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, 'and', 'of'). Be sparing
with abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established in the field may be eligible. These keywords
will be used for indexing purposes. Keywords should be separated by semicolons, e.g., discounting;
consumer confidence; endowment effect; consumer credit; household decision making.
Classification Codes
Please enter at least one PsycINFO Classification code (from the APA's "PsycINFO Classification
Categories and Codes") and at least one JEL Classification code (from the Journal of Economic
Literature).
Highlights
Highlights are mandatory for this journal. They consist of a short collection of bullet points that
convey the core findings of the article and should be submitted in a separate editable file in the
online submission system. Please use 'Highlights' in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points
(maximum 85 characters, including spaces, per bullet point). You can view example Highlights on
our information site.
Abbreviations
Define abbreviations that are not standard in this field in a footnote to be placed on the first page
of the article. Such abbreviations that are unavoidable in the abstract must be defined at their first
mention there, as well as in the footnote. Ensure consistency of abbreviations throughout the article.
Language (usage and editing services)
Please write your text in good English (American or British usage is accepted, but not a mixture of
these). Authors who feel their English language manuscript may require editing to eliminate possible
grammatical or spelling errors and to conform to correct scientific English may wish to use the English
Language Editing service available from Elsevier's WebShop. Please note that poor language is a
reason for desk rejection.
Data statement
To foster transparency, we expect you to state the availability of your data in your submission (cover
letter). This may also be a requirement of your funding body or institution. If your data is unavailable
to access or unsuitable to post, you will have the opportunity to indicate why during the submission
process, for example by stating that the research data is confidential. The statement will appear with
your published article on ScienceDirect. For more information, visit the Data Statement page.
ELSEVIER RESEARCHER ACADEMY
Researcher Academy is a free e-learning platform designed to support early and mid-career
researchers throughout their research journey. The "Learn" environment at Researcher Academy
offers several interactive modules, webinars, downloadable guides and resources to guide you through
the process of writing for research and going through peer review. Feel free to use these free resources
to improve your submission and navigate the publication process with ease.

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPTS
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Use of word processing software
Regardless of the file format of the original submission, after acceptance editable files (e.g., Word,
LibreOffice, LaTeX) are required to typeset your article for final publication. It is highly advisable to
already provide such files for revised manuscripts. Keep the layout of the text as simple as possible.
Most formatting codes will be removed and replaced on processing the article. See also the Guide to
Publishing with Elsevier, and the section on Electronic artwork below. To avoid unnecessary errors you
are strongly advised to use the 'spell-check' and 'grammar-check' functions of your word processor
or LaTeX editor.
Article structure
Subdivision - numbered sections: Divide your article into clearly defined and numbered sections.
Subsections should be numbered 1.1 (then 1.1.1, 1.1.2, ...), 1.2, etc. (the abstract is not included
in section numbering). Use this numbering also for internal cross-referencing: do not just refer to
'the text'. Any subsection may be given a brief heading. Each heading should appear on its own
separate line.
Introduction: State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background, avoiding a
detailed literature survey or a summary of the results.
Material and methods: Provide sufficient details to allow the work to be reproduced by an independent
researcher. Methods that are already published should be summarized, and indicated by a reference.
If quoting directly from a previously published method, use quotation marks and also cite the source.
Any modifications to existing methods should also be described. Results: Results should be clear
and concise. Discussion: This should explore the significance of the results of the work, not repeat
them. A combined Results and Discussion section is often appropriate. Avoid extensive citations and
discussion of published literature.
Conclusions: The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short Conclusions section,
which may stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion or Results and Discussion section.
Appendices: If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, B, etc. Formulae
and equations in appendices should be given separate numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2), etc.; in a
subsequent appendix, Eq. (B.1) and so on. Similarly for tables and figures: Table A.1; Fig. A.1, etc.
Essential title page information
Title. Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid
abbreviations and formulae where possible.Author names and affiliations. Please clearly indicate
the given name(s) and family name(s) of each author and check that all names are accurately spelled.
You can add your name between parentheses in your own script behind the English transliteration.
Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where the actual work was done) below the names. Indicate
all affiliations with a lower-case superscript letter immediately after the author's name and in front
of the appropriate address. Provide the full postal address of each affiliation, including the country
name and, if available, the e-mail address of each author.Corresponding author. Clearly indicate
who will handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing and publication, also post-publication. This
responsibility includes answering any future queries about Methodology and Materials. Ensure that
the e-mail address is given and that contact details are kept up to date by the corresponding
author.Present/permanent address. If an author has moved since the work described in the
article was done, or was visiting at the time, a 'Present address' (or 'Permanent address') may be
indicated as a footnote to that author's name. The address at which the author actually did the work
must be retained as the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such
footnotes.
Acknowledgements
For the final version of the manuscript (after acceptance; not for initial or revised submissions), collate
acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the article before the references and do not,
therefore, include them on the title page, as a footnote to the title or otherwise. List here those
individuals who provided help during the research (e.g., providing language help, writing assistance
or proof reading the article, etc.).
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Formatting of funding sources
List funding sources in this standard way to facilitate compliance to funder's requirements: Funding:
This work was supported by the National Institutes of Health [grant numbers xxxx, yyyy]; the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation, Seattle, WA [grant number zzzz]; and the United States Institutes of
Peace [grant number aaaa].
It is not necessary to include detailed descriptions on the program or type of grants and awards. When
funding is from a block grant or other resources available to a university, college, or other research
institution, submit the name of the institute or organization that provided the funding.
If no funding has been provided for the research, please include the following sentence: This research
did not receive any specific grant from funding agencies in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit
sectors.
Artwork
Electronic artwork: General points Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your original
artwork. Preferred fonts: Arial (or Helvetica), Times New Roman (or Times), Symbol, Courier. Number
the illustrations according to their sequence in the text. Use a logical naming convention for your
artwork files. Indicate per figure if it is a single, 1.5 or 2-column fitting image. For Word submissions
only, you may still provide figures (and their captions) and tables within a single file at the revision
stage. Please note that individual figure files larger than 10 MB must be provided in separate source
files.
A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available. You are urged to visit this site; some excerpts
from the detailed information are given here.
Formats: Regardless of the application used, when your electronic artwork is finalized, please 'save
as' or convert the images to one of the following formats (note the resolution requirements for line
drawings, halftones, and line/halftone combinations given below):
EPS (or PDF): Vector drawings. Embed the font or save the text as 'graphics'.
TIFF (or JPG): Color or grayscale photographs (halftones): always use a minimum of 300 dpi.
TIFF (or JPG): Bitmapped line drawings: use a minimum of 1000 dpi.
TIFF (or JPG): Combinations bitmapped line/half-tone (color or grayscale): a minimum of 500 dpi
is required.
Please do not: Supply files that are optimized for screen use (e.g., GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG);
the resolution is too low. Supply files that are too low in resolution. Submit graphics that are
disproportionately large for the content.
Color artwork
Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable format (TIFF (or JPG), EPS (or PDF), or
MS Office files) and with the correct resolution. If, together with your accepted article, you submit
usable color figures then Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these figures will appear
in color online (e.g., ScienceDirect and other sites) regardless of whether or not these illustrations
are reproduced in color in the printed version. For color reproduction in print, you will receive
information regarding the costs from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article. Please
indicate your preference for color: in print or online only. Further information on the preparation of
electronic artwork.
Figure captions
Ensure that each illustration has a caption. A caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure
itself) and a description of the illustration. Keep text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but
explain all symbols and abbreviations used.
Tables
Please submit tables as editable text and not as images. As a rule, tables should be placed next
to the relevant text in the article, but large tables might be placed on separate page(s) at the end
instead. Number tables consecutively in accordance with their appearance in the text and place any
table notes below the table body. Be sparing in the use of tables and ensure that the data presented
in them do not duplicate results described elsewhere in the article. Please avoid using vertical rules
and shading in table cells.
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References
Citation in text: Please ensure that every reference cited in the text is also present in the reference list
(and vice versa). Any references cited in the abstract must be given in full. Personal communications
are not recommended in the reference list, but may be mentioned in the text. Citation of a reference
as 'in press' implies that the item has been accepted for publication. Discussion and Working Papers
are fully citable, following conventions in economics.
Web references: As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the date when the reference was
last accessed. Any further information, if known (DOI, author names, dates, reference to a source
publication, etc.), should also be given. Web references can be listed separately (e.g., after the
reference list) under a different heading if desired, or can be included in the reference list.
Data references: This journal encourages you to cite underlying or relevant datasets in your
manuscript by citing them in your text and including a data reference in your Reference List. Data
references should include the following elements: author name(s), dataset title, data repository,
version (where available), year, and global persistent identifier. Add [dataset] immediately before the
reference so we can properly identify it as a data reference. The [dataset] identifier will not appear
in your published article.
References in a special issue: Please ensure that the words 'this issue' are added to any references
in the list (and any citations in the text) to other articles in the same Special Issue.
Reference management software: Most Elsevier journals have their reference template available in
many of the most popular reference management software products. These include all products that
support Citation Style Language styles, such as Mendeley, and also LaTeX .bst files. Using citation
plug-ins from these products, authors only need to select the appropriate journal template when
preparing their article, after which citations and bibliographies will be automatically formatted in the
journal's style. If no template is yet available for this journal, please follow the format of the sample
references and citations as shown in this Guide. If you use reference management software, please
ensure that you remove all field codes before submitting the electronic manuscript. More information
on how to remove field codes from different reference management software.
Reference formatting: The reference style used by the journal will be applied to the accepted article
by Elsevier at the proof stage. Note that missing data will be highlighted at proof stage for the author
to correct. If you do wish to format the references yourself they should be arranged according to
the following examples:
Text: Citations in the text should follow the referencing style used by the American
Psychological Association. You are referred to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association, Sixth Edition, ISBN 978-1-4338-0561-5, copies of which may be ordered from
http://books.apa.org/books.cfm?id=4200067 or APA Order Dept., P.O.B. 2710, Hyattsville, MD
20784, USA or APA, 3 Henrietta Street, London, WC3E 8LU, UK. Details concerning this referencing
style can also be found at http://www.apastyle.org.
List: references should be arranged first alphabetically and then further sorted chronologically if
necessary. More than one reference from the same author(s) in the same year must be identified by
the letters 'a', 'b', 'c', etc., placed after the year of publication.
Examples: Reference to a journal publication:
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J. A. J., & Lupton, R. A. (2010). The art of writing a scientific article.
Journal of Scientific Communications, 163, 51-59. Reference to a book:
Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (1979). The elements of style. (4th ed.). New York: Longman, (Chapter
4). Reference to a chapter in an edited book:
Mettam, G. R., & Adams, L. B. (2009). How to prepare an electronic version of your article. In
B. S. Jones, & R. Z. Smith (Eds.), Introduction to the electronic age (pp. 281-304). New York:
E-Publishing Inc. [dataset] Oguro, M., Imahiro, S., Saito, S., Nakashizuka, T. (2015). Mortality
data for Japanese oak wilt disease and surrounding forest compositions. Mendeley Data, v1.
http://dx.doi.org/10.17632/xwj98nb39r.1.
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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS
Supplementary material such as additional appendices, experimental instructions, applications,
images and sound clips, can be published online with your article to enhance it. Submitted
supplementary items are published exactly as they are received (Excel or PowerPoint files will appear
as such online). After acceptance (or already at the revision stage), please make sure to provide
supplementary materials as "Supplementary Materials" and not as part of the manuscript file.
Please supply a concise, descriptive caption for each supplementary file. If you wish to make changes
to supplementary material during any stage of the process, please make sure to provide an updated
file. Do not annotate any corrections on a previous version. If using Microsoft Office or Libre Office,
please switch off the 'Track Changes' option as these will appear in the published version.
Video
Elsevier accepts video material and animation sequences to support and enhance your scientific
research. Authors who have video or animation files that they wish to submit with their article are
strongly encouraged to include links to these within the body of the article. This can be done in the
same way as a figure or table by referring to the video or animation content and noting in the body
text where it should be placed. All submitted files should be properly labeled so that they directly
relate to the video file's content. . In order to ensure that your video or animation material is directly
usable, please provide the file in one of our recommended file formats with a preferred maximum
size of 150 MB per file, 1 GB in total. Video and animation files supplied will be published online in
the electronic version of your article in Elsevier Web products, including ScienceDirect. Please supply
'stills' with your files: you can choose any frame from the video or animation or make a separate
image. These will be used instead of standard icons and will personalize the link to your video data. For
more detailed instructions please visit our video instruction pages. Note: since video and animation
cannot be embedded in the print version of the journal, please provide text for both the electronic
and the print version for the portions of the article that refer to this content.
Data visualization
Include interactive data visualizations in your publication and let your readers interact and engage
more closely with your research. Follow the instructions here to find out about available data
visualization options and how to include them with your article.
Research data
This journal encourages and enables you to share data that supports your research publication
where appropriate, and enables you to interlink the data with your published articles. Research data
refers to the results of observations or experimentation that validate research findings. To facilitate
reproducibility and data reuse, this journal also encourages you to share your software, code, models,
algorithms, protocols, methods and other useful materials related to the project.
Below are a number of ways in which you can associate data with your article or make a statement
about the availability of your data when submitting your manuscript. If you are sharing data in one of
these ways, you are encouraged to cite the data in your manuscript and reference list. Please refer to
the "References" section for more information about data citation. For more information on depositing,
sharing and using research data and other relevant research materials, visit the research data page.
Data linking: If you have made your research data available in a data repository, you can link your
article directly to the dataset. Elsevier collaborates with a number of repositories to link articles on
ScienceDirect with relevant repositories, giving readers access to underlying data that gives them a
better understanding of the research described.
There are different ways to link your datasets to your article. When available, you can directly link
your dataset to your article by providing the relevant information in the submission system. For more
information, visit the database linking page.
For supported data repositories a repository banner will automatically appear next to your published
article on ScienceDirect.
In addition, you can link to relevant data or entities through identifiers within the text of your
manuscript, using the following format: Database: xxxx (e.g., TAIR: AT1G01020; CCDC: 734053;
PDB: 1XFN).
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Mendeley Data: This journal supports Mendeley Data, enabling you to deposit any research data
(including raw and processed data, video, code, software, algorithms, protocols, and methods)
associated with your manuscript in a free-to-use, open access repository. During the submission
process, after uploading your manuscript, you will have the opportunity to upload your relevant
datasets directly to Mendeley Data. The datasets will be listed and directly accessible to readers next
to your published article online.
For more information, visit the Mendeley Data for journals page.
Data in Brief
You have the option of converting any or all parts of your supplementary or additional raw data into
one or multiple data articles, a new kind of article that houses and describes your data. Data articles
ensure that your data is actively reviewed, curated, formatted, indexed, given a DOI and publicly
available to all upon publication. You are encouraged to submit your article for Data in Brief as an
additional item directly alongside the revised version of your manuscript. If your research article is
accepted, your data article will automatically be transferred over to Data in Brief where it will be
editorially reviewed and published in the open access data journal, Data in Brief. Please note an open
access fee of 500 USD is payable for publication in Data in Brief. Full details can be found on the Data
in Brief website. Please use this template to write your Data in Brief.

AFTER ACCEPTANCE
Online proof correction
Corresponding authors will receive an e-mail with a link to our online proofing system, allowing
annotation and correction of proofs online. The environment is similar to MS Word: in addition to
editing text, you can also comment on figures/tables and answer questions from the Copy Editor.
Web-based proofing provides a faster and less error-prone process by allowing you to directly type
your corrections, eliminating the potential introduction of errors.
If preferred, you can still choose to annotate and upload your edits on the PDF version. All instructions
for proofing will be given in the e-mail we send to authors, including alternative methods to the online
version and PDF.
We will do everything possible to get your article published quickly and accurately. Please use this
proof only for checking the typesetting, editing, completeness and correctness of the text, tables and
figures. Significant changes to the article as accepted for publication will only be considered at this
stage with permission from the Editor. It is important to ensure that all corrections are sent back
to us in one communication. Please check carefully before replying, as inclusion of any subsequent
corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is solely your responsibility.
Offprints
The corresponding author will, at no cost, receive a customized Share Link providing 50 days free
access to the final published version of the article on ScienceDirect. The Share Link can be used for
sharing the article via any communication channel, including email and social media. For an extra
charge, paper offprints can be ordered via the offprint order form which is sent once the article is
accepted for publication. Both corresponding and co-authors may order offprints at any time via
Elsevier's Webshop. Corresponding authors who have published their article gold open access do
not receive a Share Link as their final published version of the article is available open access on
ScienceDirect and can be shared through the article DOI link.
Copyright
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete a 'Journal Publishing Agreement'.
An e-mail will be sent to the corresponding author confirming receipt of the manuscript together with
a 'Journal Publishing Agreement' form or a link to the online version of this agreement.
Subscribers may reproduce tables of contents or prepare lists of articles including abstracts for internal
circulation within their institutions. Permission of the Publisher is required for resale or distribution
outside the institution and for all other derivative works, including compilations and translations. If
excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the author(s) must obtain written permission
from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the article. Elsevier has preprinted forms for
use by authors in these cases.
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For gold open access articles: Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete an
'Exclusive License Agreement' (more information). Permitted third party reuse of gold open access
articles is determined by the author's choice of user license.
Author rights
As an author you (or your employer or institution) have certain rights to reuse your work. More
information.
Elsevier supports responsible sharing
Find out how you can share your research published in Elsevier journals.
Role of the funding source
You are requested to identify who provided financial support for the conduct of the research and/or
preparation of the article and to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study design; in
the collection, analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report; and in the decision to
submit the article for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such involvement then this should
be stated.
Funding body agreements and policies
Elsevier has established a number of agreements with funding bodies which allow authors to comply
with their funder's open access policies. Some funding bodies will reimburse the author for the gold
open access publication fee. Details of existing agreements are available online.
Open access
This journal offers authors a choice in publishing their research: Subscription and Gold Open Access.
Regardless of how you choose to publish your article, the journal will apply the same peer review
criteria and acceptance standards. Additionally, the journal encourages Green Open Access (see
below).
Subscription Articles are made available to subscribers as well as developing countries and patient
groups through our universal access programs. No open access publication fee payable by authors.
The Author is entitled to post the accepted manuscript in their institution's repository and make this
public after an embargo period (known as green Open Access). The published journal article cannot be
shared publicly, for example on ResearchGate or Academia.edu, to ensure the sustainability of peerreviewed research in journal publications. The embargo period for this journal can be found below.
Gold open access Articles are freely available to both subscribers and the wider public with permitted
reuse. A gold open access publication fee is payable by authors or on their behalf, e.g. by their research
funder or institution. The gold open access publication fee for this journal is USD 1800, excluding
taxes. Learn more about Elsevier's pricing policy: https://www.elsevier.com/openaccesspricing.
For gold open access articles, permitted third party (re)use is defined by the following Creative
Commons user licenses:
Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY): Lets others distribute and copy the article, create extracts,
abstracts, and other revised versions, adaptations or derivative works of or from an article (such
as a translation), include in a collective work (such as an anthology), text or data mine the article,
even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit the author(s), do not represent the author as
endorsing their adaptation of the article, and do not modify the article in such a way as to damage
the author's honor or reputation.
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs (CC BY-NC-ND): For non-commercial
purposes, lets others distribute and copy the article, and to include in a collective work (such as an
anthology), as long as they credit the author(s) and provided they do not alter or modify the article.
Green open access
Authors can share their research in a variety of different ways and Elsevier has a number of green open
access options available. We recommend authors see our open access page for further information.
Authors can also self-archive their manuscripts immediately and enable public access from their
institution's repository after an embargo period. This is the version that has been accepted for
publication and which typically includes author-incorporated changes suggested during submission,
peer review and in editor-author communications.
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Embargo period: For subscription articles, an appropriate amount of time is needed for journals to
deliver value to subscribing customers before an article becomes freely available to the public. This
is the embargo period and it begins from the date the article is formally published online in its final
and fully citable form. Find out more. This journal has an embargo period of 24 months.

Preprint posting on SSRN
In support of Open Science, this journal offers its authors a free preprint posting service. Preprints
provide early registration and dissemination of your research, which facilitates early citations and
collaboration.
During submission to Editorial Manager, you can choose to release your manuscript publicly as a
preprint on the preprint server SSRN once it enters peer-review with the journal. Your choice will have
no effect on the editorial process or outcome with the journal. Please note that the corresponding
author is expected to seek approval from all co-authors before agreeing to release the manuscript
publicly on SSRN.
You will be notified via email when your preprint is posted online and a Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
is assigned. Your preprint will remain globally available free to read whether the journal accepts or
rejects your manuscript.
For more information about posting to SSRN, please consult the SSRN Terms of Use and FAQs.

Reporting sex- and gender-based analyses
Reporting guidance
For research involving or pertaining to humans, animals or eukaryotic cells, investigators should
integrate sex and gender-based analyses (SGBA) into their research design according to funder/
sponsor requirements and best practices within a field. Authors should address the sex and/or gender
dimensions of their research in their article. In cases where they cannot, they should discuss this
as a limitation to their research's generalizability. Importantly, authors should explicitly state what
definitions of sex and/or gender they are applying to enhance the precision, rigor and reproducibility
of their research and to avoid ambiguity or conflation of terms and the constructs to which they
refer (see Definitions section below). Authors can refer to the Sex and Gender Equity in Research
(SAGER) guidelines and the SAGER guidelines checklist. These offer systematic approaches to the use
and editorial review of sex and gender information in study design, data analysis, outcome reporting
and research interpretation - however, please note there is no single, universally agreed-upon set of
guidelines for defining sex and gender.
Definitions
Sex generally refers to a set of biological attributes that are associated with physical and physiological
features (e.g., chromosomal genotype, hormonal levels, internal and external anatomy). A binary sex
categorization (male/female) is usually designated at birth ("sex assigned at birth"), most often based
solely on the visible external anatomy of a newborn. Gender generally refers to socially constructed
roles, behaviors, and identities of women, men and gender-diverse people that occur in a historical
and cultural context and may vary across societies and over time. Gender influences how people view
themselves and each other, how they behave and interact and how power is distributed in society. Sex
and gender are often incorrectly portrayed as binary (female/male or woman/man) and unchanging
whereas these constructs actually exist along a spectrum and include additional sex categorizations
and gender identities such as people who are intersex/have differences of sex development (DSD) or
identify as non-binary. Moreover, the terms "sex" and "gender" can be ambiguous—thus it is important
for authors to define the manner in which they are used. In addition to this definition guidance and
the SAGER guidelines, the resources on this page offer further insight around sex and gender in
research studies.
Article transfer service
This journal uses the Elsevier Article Transfer Service to find the best home for your manuscript. This
means that if an editor feels your manuscript is more suitable for an alternative journal, you might
be asked to consider transferring the manuscript to such a journal. The recommendation might be
provided by a Journal Editor, a dedicated Scientific Managing Editor, a tool assisted recommendation,
or a combination. If you agree, your manuscript will be transferred, though you will have the
opportunity to make changes to the manuscript before the submission is complete. Please note that
your manuscript will be independently reviewed by the new journal. More information.
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Open access
Please visit our Open Access page for more information.

Queries
For questions about the editorial process (including the status of manuscripts under review) or for
technical support on submissions, please visit our Support Center.

Highlights
Highlights are optional yet highly encouraged for this journal, as they increase the discoverability of
your article via search engines. They consist of a short collection of bullet points that capture the
novel results of your research as well as new methods that were used during the study (if any). Please
have a look at the examples here: example Highlights.
Highlights should be submitted in a separate editable file in the online submission system. Please
use 'Highlights' in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points (maximum 85 characters, including
spaces, per bullet point).
Preprint references
Where a preprint has subsequently become available as a peer-reviewed publication, the formal
publication should be used as the reference. If there are preprints that are central to your work or that
cover crucial developments in the topic, but are not yet formally published, these may be referenced.
Preprints should be clearly marked as such, for example by including the word preprint, or the name
of the preprint server, as part of the reference. The preprint DOI should also be provided.

Research data
This journal requires and enables you to share data that supports your research publication where
appropriate, and enables you to interlink the data with your published articles. Research data
refers to the results of observations or experimentation that validate research findings. To facilitate
reproducibility and data reuse, this journal also encourages you to share your software, code, models,
algorithms, protocols, methods and other useful materials related to the project.
Below are a number of ways in which you can associate data with your article or make a statement
about the availability of your data when submitting your manuscript. When sharing data in one of
these ways, you are expected to cite the data in your manuscript and reference list. Please refer to the
"References" section for more information about data citation. For more information on depositing,
sharing and using research data and other relevant research materials, visit the research data page.

Research Elements
This journal enables you to publish research objects related to your original research – such as data,
methods, protocols, software and hardware – as an additional paper in Research Elements.
Research Elements is a suite of peer-reviewed, open access journals which make your research objects
findable, accessible and reusable. Articles place research objects into context by providing detailed
descriptions of objects and their application, and linking to the associated original research articles.
Research Elements articles can be prepared by you, or by one of your collaborators.
During submission, you will be alerted to the opportunity to prepare and submit a Research Elements
article.
More information can be found on the Research Elements page.

AUTHOR INQUIRIES
Visit the Elsevier Support Center to find the answers you need. Here you will find everything from
Frequently Asked Questions to ways to get in touch.
You can also check the status of your submitted article or find out when your accepted article will
be published.
© Copyright 2018 Elsevier | https://www.elsevier.com
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