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DESCRIPTION
.

The Journal of Contextual Behavioral Science is the official journal of the Association for Contextual
Behavioral Science (ACBS).
Contextual Behavioral Science is a systematic and pragmatic approach to the understanding of
behavior, the solution of human problems, and the promotion of human growth and development.
Contextual Behavioral Science uses functional principles and theories to analyze and modify action
embedded in its historical and situational context. The goal is to predict and influence behavior,
with precision, scope, and depth, across all behavioral domains and all levels of analysis, so as to
help create a behavioral science that is more adequate to the challenge of the human condition.
Contextual behavioral science is a strategic approach to the analysis of human behavior that proposes
the need for a multi-level (e.g. social factors, neurological factors, behavioral factors) and multimethod (e.g., time series analyses, cross-sectional, experimental) exploration of contextual and
manipulable variables relevant to the prediction and influence of human behavior.
The journal considers papers relevant to a contextual behavioral approach including:Empirical studies
(without topical restriction - e.g., clinical psychology, psychopathology, education, organizational
psychology, etc.)Brief reports on preliminary, but still impactful findings (e.g., pilot studies,
cross-sectional research on psychological flexibility processes) Reviews (e.g., scoping reviews,
systematic reviews, meta-analyses)Conceptual and philosophical papers on contextual behavioral
sciencePractical innovations (descriptions of practical innovation applying contextual behavioral
science)CommentariesRegistered reports
We are particularly interested in: Papers that examine theories and interventions based in CBS
(e.g., process-based therapy, acceptance & commitment therapy, relational frame theory, functional
analytic psychotherapy, compassion-focused therapy, etc...) to novel research areas with rigorous
methodologies. We currently are especially interested in increasing the number of published
articles on basic CBS research and translational research.Papers bridging different approaches
(e.g., connecting behavioral approaches with cognitive views; or neurocognitive psychology; or
evolutionary science)Papers that challenge a contextual behavioral science approach from an
informed perspectivePapers that are written from the perspective of and/or report data collected from
diverse, underrepresented, and minoritized individuals.
The journal welcomes papers written by researchers, practitioners, and theoreticians from different
intellectual traditions. What is distinctive is not a narrowly defined theory or set of applied methods
AUTHOR INFORMATION PACK 7 Jan 2023

www.elsevier.com/locate/jcbs

1

but whether the methodology, conceptualization, or strategy employed is relevant to a contextual
behavioral approach.
JCBS has been receiving an increasing number of submissions that compete for limited space
for publication. A notable portion of submissions to JCBS are cross-sectional survey studies on
psychological flexibility-related processes (e.g., validating these measures, testing their relation to
mental health and related outcomes). In order to balance research on these topics with other
important methodologies and research areas of CBS, we are unfortunately only able to accept
especially innovative and rigorous research using cross-sectional survey designs, and typically only
when submitted as a brief report.
Special Issues
The Journal welcomes suggestions for Special Issues. Proposals for a themed Special Issue should
be sent to the Editor-in-Chief, Michael Levin at mike.levin@usu.edu, and should include suggested
Executive, Advisory or Guest Editors, a proposed call-for-papers, 6-10 provisional authors and topics
(specific titles or general areas), a proposed timeline for submission, peer-reviewing, revision and
publication. All manuscripts in a special issue will be subject to the normal process of peer-review.

IMPACT FACTOR
.

2021: 5.138 © Clarivate Analytics Journal Citation Reports 2022

ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING
.

Social Sciences Citation Index
Essential Science Indicators
Web of Science
Current Contents - Social & Behavioral Sciences
PsycINFO
Google Scholar
Scopus

EDITORIAL BOARD
.

Editor-in-Chief
Michael E. Levin, Utah State University, Department of Psychology, Logan, Utah, United States of America

Contextual Behavioral Science, Processes of Change, Internet Interventions, Acceptance and
Commitment Therapy
Associate Editors
Micheal J. Bordieri, Murray State University, Department of Psychology, Murray, Kentucky, United States of
America

Psychological flexibility, Applied behavior analysis, Contextual behavioral science, Acceptance and
commitment therapy, Relational frame theory, Relational coherence
Maria Karekla, University of Cyprus, Department of Psychology, Nicosia, Cyprus

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Digital interventions, Health behaviors, Behavioral
medicine, ACT, Digital interventions, Health behaviors (smoking, eating, substance use), VR
Daniel W. M. Maitland, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas, United States of America

Close relationships, Physical and mental health, Functional Analytic Psychotherapy

Staci Martin Peron, National Cancer Institute Pediatric Oncology Branch, Bethesda, Maryland, United States
of America

Pain/health, Cognitive functioning, Mindfulness, and Children/adolescents
Louise McHugh, University College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland

Relational Frame Theory, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Self, Rule Governed Behavior
Kathleen Palm Reed, Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts, United States of America

Trauma, Violence, Substance use disorders, ACT, Emotion regulation

Jennifer C. Plumb Vilardaga, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, United States of America

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Values, Pain, Illness, Disparities
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Ronald D. Rogge, University of Rochester, Rochester, New York, United States of America

Couples, Sex and Sexuality, Families, Psychological Flexibility, Mindfulness, Measure Development
Francisco J Ruiz, Konrad Lorenz University, Faculty of Psychology, Bogotá, Colombia

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy,
Thinking, Analogical Reasoning, Defusion

Relational

Frame

Theory,

Repetitive

Negative

Sonia Singh, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, Arkansas, United States of America

Gender
and
sexual
minority
issues,
Diversity-related
issues,
Functional
Psychotherapy, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Implementation science

Analytic

Vasilis S Vasiliou, University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom

Behavioral Interventions in chronic physical illnesses with a particular focus on Acceptance
and Commitment Therapy, Developing innovative and pragmatic behavior change treatments for
chronic health problems, Identifying psychological mechanisms of action in effective behavioral
treatments, Preventive youth programs (health – risk behaviors), Transform acquired basic knowledge
into testable scalable digitalize- led health preventive and intervention programs, Examination of
treatment development, fidelity evaluation and health services research
Amie Zarling, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, United States of America

Domestic violence, Aggression, Acceptance and commitment therapy,
science, Intervention, Criminal justice, Corrections, Parenting, Family violence

Implementation

Editorial Board
Niloofar Afari, University of California San Diego, Department of Psychiatry, La Jolla, California, United States
of America

Chronic Pain, Obesity, Binge Eating, Psychological Flexibility, Clinical Trials

Anu Asnaani, The University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, United States of America

Fear-based Disorders, Mechanisms of Treatment, Technology Innovations, Community-based
Interventions, Emotion Regulation, Distress Tolerance, Diversity Influences
Joseph R. Bardeen, Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama, United States of America

Anxiety, Trauma, PTSD, Emotion Regulation, Information Processing, Attentional Bias
Kate Barrett, National Rehabilitation Hospital, Department of Psychology and Clinical Neuropsychology Services,
Dublin, Ireland

Contextual behavioral science, Clinical psychology, Health psychology, Values, Psychometrics, Mental
health, Trauma
Jordan Belisle, Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri, United States of America

Behavior analysis, Relational frame theory, Relational density theory, Neurodiversity
Christopher R. Berghoff, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota, United States of America

Psychological Flexibility, Third-wave therapies, Anxiety, PTSD, Ecological Momentary Assessment
Jennifer Block-Lerner, Kean University School of Psychology, Union, New Jersey, United States of America

Mindfulness, Acceptance and commitment therapy, Higher education, Anxiety, Training

Luisa F. Canon, Institute for Effective Behavioral Interventions, Los Angeles, United States of America

Clinical Behavior Analysis, Applied Behavior Analysis, Behavior Therapy, Therapeutic relationship
skills, Psychological/Behavioral Flexibility, Autism, Anxiety, Cross-cultural applications of
ACT, Parenting, Philosophical and Conceptual Issues, Single-Case Design
Connie Yuen Yu Chong, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, The Nethersole School of Nursing, Hong Kong,
China

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Family
flexibility, Clinical trials and evaluation studies

and

child

health,

Parenting,

Psychological

Dev Crasta, VA VISN 2 Center of Excellence for Suicide Prevention, Canandaigua, New York, United States of
America

Family therapy, Suicide Prevention, Veterans, Values, Measure Development, Longitudinal Designs

Kristy L. Dalrymple, Lifespan Physician Group Primary Care, Newport, Rhode Island, United States of America

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Social Anxiety, Depression

Lilian Dindo, Baylor College of Medicine,, Department of Medicine, Section of Health Services Research, Houston,
Texas, United States of America

Psychotherapy clinical trials, Comorbidity, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Randomized clinical
trials, Pragmatic clinical trials
Laura J. Dixon, University of Mississippi, University Park, Mississippi, United States of America

Anxiety, OCD, PTSD,
Exposure, Adults

Misophonia,

Behavioral

Health,

Emotion

Regulation,

Interoceptive

Claudia Drossel, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, Michigan, United States of America

Geropsychology, Health psychology, Cognitive loss, Acceptance-based interventions, Clinical behavior
analysis, Experimental analysis of behavior, Behavioral change processes, Philosophy of science
Nuno Ferreira, University of Nicosia, Lefkosia, Cyprus

Clinical and Health Psychology
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Maureen K. Flynn, Metropolitan State University of Denver, Denver, Colorado, United States of America

Values, Contextual behavioral science, Acceptance and Commitment therapy

Kenneth Fung, University of Toronto, Department of Psychiatry, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Cultural psychiatry and psychotherapy, Mental health stigma, Immigrant and refugee mental health
Brandon A. Gaudiano, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, United States of America

Bipolar disorder, Psychosis, Acceptance and commitment therapy, Mindfulness, Evidence-based
practice
Scott Gaynor, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan, United States of America

Psychotherapy process and outcome, Contemporary behavior therapy, Treatment process and
outcome, Brief intervention, ACT, FAP
David T. Gillanders, University of Edinburgh, Scotland, United Kingdom

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Persistent Health Conditions,
Care, Professional Wellbeing, Training and Supervision, Measurement

Oncology,

Palliative

Relational Frame Theory, Behavior Analysis, Rule-governed Behavior, Clinical
Analysis, Experimental Analysis of Behavior, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy

Behavior

Christopher Graham, Queen's University Belfast, Belfast, United Kingdom

ACT, Quality of life, Non-adherence to medication, Self-harm, Low mood
Colin Harte, Federal University of Sao Carlos, SAO CARLOS, Brazil

Jonathan Kanter, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington, United States of America

Social connection, Racism, Microaggressions, Depression, Functional analytic psychotherapy
Karen Kate Kellum, University of Mississippi, Department of Psychology, University, Mississippi, United States
of America

Teaching and Evaluation at the University Level, Behavior Analysis and Social Issues, Behavior
Acquisition, particularly Academic Behaviors, Complex Human Behavior, particularly Choice, Selfknowledge and Rule-governance
Jessica Kingston, Royal Holloway University of London, Egham, United Kingdom

ACT, Mindfulness, Values, Depression, Psychosis, Acquired brain injury
Naoko Kishita, University of East Anglia, Norwich, United Kingdom

Older People, Dementia, Caregivers, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy
Jennifer. E Krafft, Mississippi State University, Mississippi State, Mississippi, United States of America

ACT, Harding, Tech, Anxiety, Self-help, Stigma

Päivi Lappalainen, University of Jyvaskyla, Department of Psychology, JYVASKYLA, Finland

Technology-based ACT interventions, Well-being, Adolescents, Children, Working age adults, Family
caregivers, Parents with chronic conditions
Raimo Lappalainen, University of Jyväskylä, JYVASKYLA, Finland

Acceptance
and
commitment
therapy,
Online
interventions,
research, Processes of change, Contextual behavioral science,
practice, Behavioral Medicine

Treatment
component
Behavior Analysis in

Dayna Lee-Baggley, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

Health psychology, Chronic disease, Professional resiliency, COVID burnout, Physician wellness
Jake Linardon, Deakin University School of Psychology, Burwood, Australia

Eating disorders, Body image, Randomized controlled trials, Digital Heath
Tobias Lundgren, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden

ACT, Measurement, Behavior medicine, Psychiatry, Sports, RFT
Orla Moran, Dundalk Institute of Technology, Dundalk, Ireland

Self,
Other,
Perspective
Theory, Adolescents, Parenting, Aging,
Evaluation, Digital Health

Taking,
Multimorbidity,

ACT,
Cardiac

Relational
Disease, ADHD,

Eric Morris, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Acceptance
and
commitment
therapy,
Cognitive
therapy, Psychosis, Sleep, Schizophrenia, Bipolar, Mindfulness, Group therapy

Frame
Process

behavioral

Amanda M. Muñoz-Martínez, University of the Andes, Bogotá, Colombia

Functional Analytic Psychotherapy, Clinical Behavior Analysis, Process-Based Therapy, Social
Connection, Interpersonal Functioning, Single-Case Designs, Implementation Science
Amy Odum, Utah State University, Department of Psychology, Logan, Utah, United States of America

Delay discounting, Nicotine, Smoking, Operant, Decision making, Variability

Clarissa W. Ong, McLean Hospital, Belmont, Massachusetts, United States of America

Process-based therapy, Acceptance and commitment therapy, Anxiety, OCD, Perfectionism, Hoarding
Dana Paliliunas, Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri, United States of America

Applied Behavior Analysis, Clinical Behavior Analysis, Education, Acceptance and Commitment
Training, Relational Frame Theory
Georgia Panayiotou, University of Cyprus Center for Applied Neuroscience, Lefkosia, Cyprus

Emotion, Emotion Regulation, Psychophysiology, Anxiety, Alexithymia
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Jennifer S. Payne, Johns Hopkins Medicine, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Baltimore,
Maryland, United States of America

ACT,
Culturally
tailored
interventions,
trauma, Diversity, PTSD, Anxiety, Depression

Structural

and

racial

Julie Petersen, Utah State University, Logan, Utah, United States of America

Acceptance and commitment therapy, Adolescents, Children, Anxiety, OCD
Ben Pierce, University of Minnesota Twin Cities, Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States of America

Psychometrics, Contextual Behavioral Measurement, Trauma, Eating Concerns, and Substance
Abuse, Queer Mental Health, Longitudinal Modeling, Intensive Longitudinal Data
Amanda Rhodes, National Cancer Institute Pediatric Oncology Branch, Bethesda, Maryland, United States of
America

Health psychology, Psycho-oncology, ACT, Chronic pain

Emily K. Sandoz, University of Louisiana at Lafayette, Department of Psychology, Lafayette, Louisiana, United
States of America

Clinical behavior analysis, Analysis of complex human behavior, Behavior therapy, Clinical
processes, Body image, Psychological flexibility, Eating behavior, Stimulus control
Matthew D. Skinta, Roosevelt University, Chicago, Illinois, United States of America

Acceptance and commitment therapy, Functional analytic psychotherapy, Sexual and gender minority
stress, LGBTQ+, Sexual and gender minority populations, HIV
Brooke M. Smith, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan, United States of America

Processes of Change, Exposure Therapy, Anxiety, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Mindfulness
Emily B. K. Thomas, The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, United States of America

Effectiveness of Brief Behavioral Interventions, Modifiable Transdiagnostic Processes, Long-term
Sequelae of Traumatic Experiences, Women's Health
Miles Thompson, University of the West of England, Bristol, United Kingdom

ACT, Chronic Pain, Social, Global and environmental justice

Inês A. Trindade, University of Gothenburg Institute of Medicine, Goteborg, Sweden

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Compassion, Chronic
gastroenterology, Psycho-oncology, Clinical Trials, Measurement

health

conditions,

Psycho-

Matthew T Tull, The University of Toledo, Toledo, Ohio, United States of America

Emotion Regulation, Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, Substance Use Disorders, Self-injurious Behaviors
Michael P. Twohig, Utah State University, Logan, Utah, United States of America

ACT, Obsessive compulsive and related disorders, Anxiety disorders, Single subject design
Ian Tyndall, University of Chichester, Chichester, United Kingdom

Psychological Flexibility,
Theory, Behavior Analysis

Experiential

Avoidance,

Cognitive

Defusion,

Relational

Frame

Nigel A. Vahey, Technological University Dublin, Dublin, Ireland

Implicit cognition, (Tobacco) Addiction, Impulsivity, Health communication, CBS, RFT, ACT, Open
science
Kevin E. Vowles, Queen's University Belfast, Belfast, United Kingdom

Chronic pain, Opioid use and misuse, and Behavioral methods

Anka Vujanovic, University of Houston, Houston, Texas, United States of America

Trauma/PTSD,
Substance
Mechanisms, Treatment

Use,

Addiction,

Suicide

Risk,

Comorbidity,

Transdiagnostic

Daniel Waldeck, Coventry University, Coventry, United Kingdom

Clinical Psychology, Applied Psychology, Ostracism, Adaptability, Emotion Regulation
Robyn D. Walser, VA National Center for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Dissemination and Training Division,
Menlo Park, California, United States of America

PTSD, Acceptance and Commitment therapy, Depression, Moral injury, Anxiety, Therapeutic
relationship, PTSD/trauma, Treatment outcomes, Implementation science
Thomas Waltz, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, Michigan, United States of America

Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Behavior therapy, Behavioral economics, Clinical
behavior analysis, Experimental analysis of behavior, Functional Analytic Psychotherapy, Harm
reduction, Health behavior, Health services research, Implementation science, Interpersonal Behavior
Therapy, Psychological functioning, Relational Frame Theory
Jennifer B. Webb, UNC Charlotte, Charlotte, North Carolina, United States of America

Wellness Equity, Positive Embodiment, Body Image, Mindful and Intuitive Eating, Yoga
Robert D. Zettle, Wichita State University, Wichita, Kansas, United States of America

ACT, Depression, Anxiety disorders
Student Editorial Board

Troy DuFrene, California State University San Marcos, San Marcos, California, United States of America

Compassion-focused therapies, Relationship issues, Anxiety, Life coaching
AUTHOR INFORMATION PACK 7 Jan 2023

www.elsevier.com/locate/jcbs

5

Pinelopi Konstantinou, University of Cyprus, Department of Psychology, Nicosia, Cyprus

Acceptance and commitment therapy, ACT, Review, Meta-analysis, Digital Interventions, Ecological
Momentary Assessment, Wearable devices, Psychophysiological assessment, Health Behaviors
Alison Stapleton, University College Dublin, Dublin, Ireland

Rule-following, Rule-governed behavior, Relational frame theory, Pliance, Counterpliance
Professional Officer
Marissa Donahue, Utah State University, Logan, Utah, United States of America

ACT, MBI, Chronic illnesses
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GUIDE FOR AUTHORS
.

Types of article
All manuscripts must clearly and explicitly be of relevance to CBS. You may find the JCBS article
"Report of the ACBS Task Force on the strategies and tactics of contextual behavioral science research"
helpful in assessing whether your manuscript is likely to be of interest to readers of this journal.
Articles should fall into one of six categories:
1. Empirical research (up to 6000 words)
2. Brief empirical reports (up to 3000 words)
3. Review articles (up to 10,000 words)
4. Conceptual articles (up to 6000 words)
5. Practical innovations (up to 6000 words)
6. Commentaries (up to 3000 words)
7. Registered reports (see instructions below)
Word limits exclude references, tables and figures but include the abstract
1. Empirical research. JCBS welcomes manuscripts across a breadth of domains from basic behavioral
science to clinical trials. Potential methodologies include but are not limited to randomized controlled
trials, single case experimental designs, cross-sectional and prospective cohort studies, mixedmethods designs, and laboratory-based studies. For randomized clinical trials, JCBS requires that
submissions follow CONSORT guidelines (http://www.consort-statement.org). Papers reporting null
findings are also welcome if their methodology is sound and their power sufficient.
2. Brief empirical reports. Manuscripts may report preliminary, provocative or replicated results.
Empirically sound methodology and adequate power remain important considerations.
3. Review articles. Manuscripts reviewing a wide range of topics are encouraged as long as their
content is directly relevant to CBS. Systematic reviews and meta-analyses are particularly welcome.
For meta-analyses and systematic reviews, JCBS requires submissions follow PRISMA guidelines
(http://www.prisma-statement.org/).
4. Conceptual articles. Manuscripts should address conceptual or theoretical issues relevant to CBS.
This may include papers that discuss relevant philosophical assumptions and traditions, or conceptual
papers which explore aspects of or inconsistencies in contextual behavioral theory and science.
5. Practical innovations. Manuscripts in this section share innovative and practically useful descriptions
of applications of CBS to a given problem area based on real world implementation, with preliminary
data supporting the You may find the JCBS article directly (preferred) or indirectly through relevant
conceptual and empirical references. Submissions are evaluated based on the degree to which they
1) provide information that is directly useful to applied work, 2) provide innovative information (e.g.,
a novel protocol, population, issue), 3) are based on real world implementation/practice, and 4)
are based on preliminary data reported in the manuscript, or a strong link to existing conceptual/
empirical literature. Submissions that report empirical data should still primarily emphasize detailed
descriptions of the intervention/training protocol and/or of the applied relevance of the findings (e.g.,
clarifying and problem solving how to address an applied challenge identified in the study).
6. Commentaries. We will consider commentaries on other manuscripts that have been recently
published in JCBS. Commentaries will be subjected to peer-review and will be held to the same
standards of providing a notable contribution to our field to warrant publication. Authors will typically
be informed when a commentary has been submitted on a manuscript they have published and will
be given the opportunity to respond in print if the commentary is published. We encourage authors to
contact the editor-in-chief prior to preparing a commentary to determine potential suitability for JCBS.
7. Registered reports. Registered Reports are a form of empirical article in which the
methods and proposed analyses are pre-registered and reviewed by JCBS prior to research
being conducted. This format is meant to encourage researchers to conduct research
that is higher risk but addresses key issues or concerns of CBS in line with the
Recommendations of the ACBS Task Force Report on the Strategies and Tactics of CBS Research
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(https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212144721000302). Further instructions on
Registered Reports, including author guidelines and the submission process, can be downloaded here
'JCBS Author Guidelines for Registered Reports.'
The Journal welcomes suggestions for Special Issues. Proposals for a themed Special Issue should
be sent to the Editor-in-Chief, Michael Levin at Mike.Levin@usu.edu, and should include suggested
Guest Editors, a proposed call-for-papers, 6-10 example authors and topics that would fit the special
issue, a proposed timeline for submission, peer-reviewing, revision and publication. All manuscripts
in a special issue will be subject to the normal process of peer-review.

Contact details for submission
To contact the Editor-in-Chief prior to your submission with any questions, please email
Mike.Levin@usu.edu

Submission checklist
You can use this list to carry out a final check of your submission before you send it to the journal
for review.
Ensure that the following items are present:
One Cover Page (with author details; if has been designated as the corresponding author with contact
details:
• E-mail address
• Full postal address
All necessary files have been uploaded:
Title Page (with author details):
•Include title, names, affiliations, contact information, acknowledgments, author note indicating a
data sharing statement ("Data is available upon reasonable request") or study registration link to
access data directly, and funding information.
Cover Page (with author details; if applicable): Location of shared data and materials (if applicable)
Justifications for deviations to author guideline requirements (e.g., word length, data sharing author's
note, etc) Justifications for deviations to pre-registered analysis plan (if applicable) Clarification if the
manuscript is based on previously published data (i.e., secondary analysis)
Manuscript (without author details):
• Include keywords
• All identifying author information removed
• Pre-registration identifier and location of registration (e.g., Clinicaltrials.gov NCTXXXXXX)
•Include a statement on both ethical approval and informed consent for research involving human
subjects
• All figures (include relevant captions)
• All tables (including titles, description, footnotes)
• Indicate clearly if color should be used for any figures in print
Highlights
Conflict of Interest: Authors who are on the Journal of Contextual Behavioral Science editorial board
must include an editor statement acknowledging their role.
Response to Reviewers (without author details; for resubmissions)
Further considerations
• Manuscript has been 'spell checked' and 'grammar checked'
• Manuscripts should be prepared in APA style (7th edition)
• All references mentioned in the Reference List are cited in the text, and vice versa
• Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources (including the
Internet)
• A competing interests statement is provided, even if the authors have no competing interests to
declare
• Journal policies detailed in this guide have been reviewed
• Referee suggestions and contact details provided, based on journal requirements
For further information, visit our Support Center.
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BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Authors should prepare their manuscript for double anonymized review, so that only the handling
editors have access to author details. Authors must take special care to delete all potentially identifying
information from any files that are not the Title Page with author details and the Cover Letter.
Note: these two documents are submitted separately to the main manuscript. Any potential author
identifying information including, but not limited to, name(s), affiliation(s), geographic location(s),
identifying acknowledgments, author notes or funding details, should be removed from all other files.
In-text citations to previous work by the authors should be presented in such a way that it is not clear
that it was written by the same authors or should be removed for masking with a note (e.g., "citation
removed for anonymized review"). For authors resubmitting revisions of manuscripts, please ensure
that the "Response to reviewers" is also free from author identifying information. Manuscripts that are
not appropriately anonymized will be rejected without a full content review, although in many cases
authors will be Study and Analysis Registration to re-submit manuscripts without author identifying
information. This process will, however, delay review and manuscript processing times and should
be avoided if at all possible.
Study and Analysis Registration
A study is considered pre-registered if study details are registered in a repository prior to when
the study began. Some examples of repository sites include ClinicalTrials.gov and Open Science
Framework, but there are others. For instructions on how to mask your registration details for peer
-review, see "Double Anonymized Review" under Preparation.
For all pre-registered studies, authors are required to provide information on where to access it (such
as trial registration number) in the manuscript. Pre-registration in a public trials registry is
required for publication of randomized controlled trials (RCTs) in the Journal for Contextual
Behavioral Science in accordance with International Committee of Medical Journal Editors
recommendations: http://www.icmje.org/. All RCTs that began data collection after April 2022 must
have pre-registered their study. All RCTs submitted after April 2025 must have pre-registered their
study irrespective of when data collection occurred. For submissions that did not pre-register their
RCT after these deadlines and there is a compelling reason, authors can appeal for an exception to
be made in the submission cover letter. Deviations from the registration should be noted in the main
manuscript (with no identifying information), as well as highlighted in the cover letter along with a
justification for doing so.
Appeal Process
If your paper is rejected and you believe the peer review process was not fair, an appeal may be sent
to the Editor via email at Mike.Levin@usu.edu.

Ethics in publishing
Please see our information on Ethics in publishing.

Studies in humans and animals
If the work involves the use of human subjects, the author should ensure that the work described
has been carried out in accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association
(Declaration of Helsinki) for experiments involving humans. The manuscript should be in line with the
Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical
Journals and aim for the inclusion of representative human populations (sex, age and ethnicity) as
per those recommendations. The terms sex and gender should be used correctly.
Authors should include a statement in the manuscript that informed consent was obtained for
experimentation with human subjects. The privacy rights of human subjects must always be observed.
All animal experiments should comply with the ARRIVE guidelines and should be carried out in
accordance with the U.K. Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act, 1986 and associated guidelines, EU
Directive 2010/63/EU for animal experiments, or the National Research Council's Guide for the Care
and Use of Laboratory Animals and the authors should clearly indicate in the manuscript that such
guidelines have been followed. The sex of animals must be indicated, and where appropriate, the
influence (or association) of sex on the results of the study.
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Studies in humans and animals
If the work involves the use of human subjects, the author should ensure that the work described
has been carried out in accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association
(Declaration of Helsinki) for experiments involving humans. The manuscript should be in line with the
Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical
Journals and aim for the inclusion of representative human populations (sex, age and ethnicity) as
per those recommendations. The terms sex and gender should be used correctly.
Authors should include a statement in the manuscript that informed consent and ethical
approval was obtained for experimentation with human subjects. The privacy rights of human
subjects must always be observed.
All animal experiments should comply with the ARRIVE guidelines and should be carried out in
accordance with the U.K. Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act, 1986 and associated guidelines, EU
Directive 2010/63/EU for animal experiments, or the National Research Council's Guide for the Care
and Use of Laboratory Animals and the authors should clearly indicate in the manuscript that such
guidelines have been followed. The sex of animals must be indicated, and where appropriate, the
influence (or association) of sex on the results of the study.

Declaration of conflicts of interest
All authors must disclose any financial and personal relationships with other people or organizations
that could inappropriately influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential conflicts of interest include
employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent applications/
registrations, and grants or other funding. Authors must disclose any conflicts of interest (or lack
thereof) as a separate conflict of interest document in their submission. If there are no interests to
declare then please state this: 'Declaration of conflicts of interest: none'. This summary statement
will be ultimately published if the article is accepted. More information.
Editorial Board Members and Editors for JCBS must disclose this position and how it was handled
within the review process as part of their conflict of interest statement. We recommend using the
following text: Given their role as an [Editorial Board Member/Editor], [Name] had no involvement in
the peer-review of this article and had no access to information regarding its peer-review.

Submission declaration and verification
Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously (except in
the form of an abstract, a published lecture or academic thesis, see 'Multiple, redundant or concurrent
publication' for more information), that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that
its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where
the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in
English or in any other language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyrightholder. To verify compliance, your article may be checked by Crossref Similarity Check and other
originality or duplicate checking software.
Preprints
Please note that preprints can be shared anywhere at any time, in line with Elsevier's sharing policy.
Sharing your preprints e.g. on a preprint server will not count as prior publication (see 'Multiple,
redundant or concurrent publication' for more information).

Use of inclusive language
Inclusive language acknowledges diversity, conveys respect to all people, is sensitive to differences,
and promotes equal opportunities. Articles should make no assumptions about the beliefs or
commitments of any reader, should contain nothing which might imply that one individual is superior
to another on the grounds of race, sex, culture or any other characteristic, and should use inclusive
language throughout. Authors should ensure that writing is free from bias, for instance by using
'they' instead of 'he' or 'he/she', and by making use of job titles that are free of stereotyping (e.g.
'chairperson' instead of 'chairman' and 'flight attendant' instead of 'stewardess').

Reporting sex- and gender-based analyses
Reporting guidance
For research involving or pertaining to humans, animals or eukaryotic cells, investigators should
integrate sex and gender-based analyses (SGBA) into their research design according to funder/
sponsor requirements and best practices within a field. Authors should address the sex and/or gender
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dimensions of their research in their article. In cases where they cannot, they should discuss this
as a limitation to their research's generalizability. Importantly, authors should explicitly state what
definitions of sex and/or gender they are applying to enhance the precision, rigor and reproducibility
of their research and to avoid ambiguity or conflation of terms and the constructs to which they
refer (see Definitions section below). Authors can refer to the Sex and Gender Equity in Research
(SAGER) guidelines and the SAGER guidelines checklist. These offer systematic approaches to the use
and editorial review of sex and gender information in study design, data analysis, outcome reporting
and research interpretation - however, please note there is no single, universally agreed-upon set of
guidelines for defining sex and gender.
Definitions
Sex generally refers to a set of biological attributes that are associated with physical and physiological
features (e.g., chromosomal genotype, hormonal levels, internal and external anatomy). A binary sex
categorization (male/female) is usually designated at birth ("sex assigned at birth"), most often based
solely on the visible external anatomy of a newborn. Gender generally refers to socially constructed
roles, behaviors, and identities of women, men and gender-diverse people that occur in a historical
and cultural context and may vary across societies and over time. Gender influences how people view
themselves and each other, how they behave and interact and how power is distributed in society. Sex
and gender are often incorrectly portrayed as binary (female/male or woman/man) and unchanging
whereas these constructs actually exist along a spectrum and include additional sex categorizations
and gender identities such as people who are intersex/have differences of sex development (DSD) or
identify as non-binary. Moreover, the terms "sex" and "gender" can be ambiguous—thus it is important
for authors to define the manner in which they are used. In addition to this definition guidance and
the SAGER guidelines, the resources on this page offer further insight around sex and gender in
research studies.

Authorship
All authors should have made substantial contributions to all of the following: (1) the conception and
design of the study, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data, (2) drafting the
article or revising it critically for important intellectual content, (3) final approval of the version to
be submitted.

Changes to authorship
Authors are expected to consider carefully the list and order of authors before submitting their
manuscript and provide the definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. Any
addition, deletion or rearrangement of author names in the authorship list should be made only
before the manuscript has been accepted and only if approved by the journal Editor. To request such
a change, the Editor must receive the following from the corresponding author: (a) the reason
for the change in author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, letter) from all authors that they
agree with the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition or removal of authors,
this includes confirmation from the author being added or removed.
Only in exceptional circumstances will the Editor consider the addition, deletion or rearrangement of
authors after the manuscript has been accepted. While the Editor considers the request, publication
of the manuscript will be suspended. If the manuscript has already been published in an online issue,
any requests approved by the Editor will result in a corrigendum.
Reporting clinical trials
We recommend reporting of randomized controlled trials follow CONSORT guidelines. Authors must
include a flow diagram that illustrates the progress of patients through the trial, including recruitment,
enrollment, randomization, and withdrawal and completion. The CONSORT checklist and template
flow diagram are available online.

Copyright
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete a 'Journal Publishing Agreement' (see
more information on this). An e-mail will be sent to the corresponding author confirming receipt of
the manuscript together with a 'Journal Publishing Agreement' form or a link to the online version
of this agreement.
Subscribers may reproduce tables of contents or prepare lists of articles including abstracts for internal
circulation within their institutions. Permission of the Publisher is required for resale or distribution
outside the institution and for all other derivative works, including compilations and translations. If
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excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the author(s) must obtain written permission
from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the article. Elsevier has preprinted forms for
use by authors in these cases.
For gold open access articles: Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete a
'License Agreement' (more information). Permitted third party reuse of gold open access articles is
determined by the author's choice of user license.
Author rights
As an author you (or your employer or institution) have certain rights to reuse your work. More
information.
Elsevier supports responsible sharing
Find out how you can share your research published in Elsevier journals.

Role of the funding source
Submissions should identify funding sources, if any, that provided financial support for the conduct
of the research and/or preparation of the article. This information should entered into the ?funding
information? form in the online submission portal and on the title page with author identifying
information.

Open access
Please visit our Open Access page for more information.
Language (usage and editing services)
Please write your text in good English (American or British usage is accepted, but not a mixture of
these). Authors who feel their English language manuscript may require editing to eliminate possible
grammatical or spelling errors and to conform to correct scientific English may wish to use the English
Language Editing service available from Elsevier's Author Services.

Informed consent and patient details
Studies on patients or volunteers require ethics committee approval and informed consent, which
should be documented in the paper. Appropriate consents, permissions and releases must be obtained
where an author wishes to include case details or other personal information or images of patients
and any other individuals in an Elsevier publication. Written consents must be retained by the author
but copies should not be provided to the journal. Only if specifically requested by the journal in
exceptional circumstances (for example if a legal issue arises) the author must provide copies of the
consents or evidence that such consents have been obtained. For more information, please review the
Elsevier Policy on the Use of Images or Personal Information of Patients or other Individuals. Unless
you have written permission from the patient (or, where applicable, the next of kin), the personal
details of any patient included in any part of the article and in any supplementary materials (including
all illustrations and videos) must be removed before submission.

Submission
Our online submission system guides you stepwise through the process of entering your article
details and uploading your files. The system converts your article files to a single PDF file used in
the peer-review process. Editable files (e.g., Word, LaTeX) are required to typeset your article for
final publication. All correspondence, including notification of the Editor's decision and requests for
revision, is sent by e-mail.

SUGGESTED REVIEWERS
Please submit the names and institutional e-mail addresses of several potential reviewers. For more
details, visit our Support site. Note that the editor retains the sole right to decide whether or not the
suggested reviewers are used.

PREPARATION
Queries
For questions about the editorial process (including the status of manuscripts under review) or for
technical support on submissions, please visit our Support Center.
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Peer review
This journal operates a double anonymized review process. All contributions will be initially assessed
by the editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then typically sent to a
minimum of two independent expert reviewers to assess the scientific quality of the paper. The Editor
is responsible for the final decision regarding acceptance or rejection of articles. The Editor's decision
is final. Editors are not involved in decisions about papers which they have written themselves or have
been written by family members or colleagues or which relate to products or services in which the
editor has an interest. Any such submission is subject to all of the journal's usual procedures, with
peer review handled independently of the relevant editor and their research groups. More information
on types of peer review.

Double anonymized review
This journal uses double anonymized review, which means the identities of the authors are concealed
from the reviewers, and vice versa. More information is available on our website. To facilitate this,
please include the following separately:
Title page (with author details): This should include the title, authors' names, affiliations,
acknowledgements and funding information, and a complete address for the corresponding author
including an e-mail address.
Cover letter (with author details): This should include unanonymized registration details and note
where to access this information (such as trial registration number). For authors that have a
compelling reason, this should include justification for a registration exception or registration
deviations.
It is expected that all authors who publish in the Journal of Contextual Behavioral Science will
share data upon reasonable request. Therefore, we ask authors who do not already have their data
openly available to the public to include an author note indicating "Data is available upon reasonable
request.". Authors can request to leave this note out if they can provide an adequately strong
justification for not doing so in the cover letter.
Anonymized manuscript (no author details): The main body of the paper (including the references,
figures, and tables) should be anonymized during the review process (i.e., no identifying information,
such as the authors' names or affiliations). When available, pre-registration information or shared
data identifiers should also be listed in the Method section without identifiers. We recommend
using text such as "The study was pre-registered at _____________ (insert name of repository,
trial identification number and/or link to study registration)." For those with deviations from the
registration, author should also note this in the methods section. All anonymized information in the
manuscript body will be asked to be un anonymized upon final acceptance of the submission.
In addition, you can link to relevant data or entities through identifiers within the text of your cover
letter, using the following format: Database: xxxx (e.g., TAIR: AT1G01020; CCDC: 734053; PDB:
1XFN).
Use of word processing software
It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the word processor used. The text
should be in single-column format. Keep the layout of the text as simple as possible. Most formatting
codes will be removed and replaced on processing the article. In particular, do not use the word
processor's options to justify text or to hyphenate words. However, do use bold face, italics, subscripts,
superscripts etc. When preparing tables, if you are using a table grid, use only one grid for each
individual table and not a grid for each row. If no grid is used, use tabs, not spaces, to align columns.
The electronic text should be prepared in a way very similar to that of conventional manuscripts (see
also the Guide to Publishing with Elsevier). Note that source files of figures, tables and text graphics
will be required whether or not you embed your figures in the text. See also the section on Electronic
artwork.
To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the 'spell-check' and 'grammar-check'
functions of your word processor.

Article structure
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Subdivision - unnumbered sections
Divide your article into clearly defined sections. Each subsection is given a brief heading. Each heading
should appear on its own separate line. Subsections should be used as much as possible when crossreferencing text: refer to the subsection by heading as opposed to simply 'the text'.
Appendices
If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, B, etc. Formulae and equations in
appendices should be given separate numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2), etc.; in a subsequent appendix,
Eq. (B.1) and so on. Similarly for tables and figures: Table A.1; Fig. A.1, etc.

Essential title page information
• Title. Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid
abbreviations and formulae where possible.
• Author names and affiliations. Please clearly indicate the given name(s) and family name(s)
of each author and check that all names are accurately spelled. You can add your name between
parentheses in your own script behind the English transliteration. Present the authors' affiliation
addresses (where the actual work was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lowercase superscript letter immediately after the author's name and in front of the appropriate address.
Provide the full postal address of each affiliation, including the country name and, if available, the
e-mail address of each author.
• Corresponding author. Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing
and publication, also post-publication. This responsibility includes answering any future queries about
Methodology and Materials. Ensure that the e-mail address is given and that contact details
are kept up to date by the corresponding author.
• Present/permanent address. If an author has moved since the work described in the article was
done, or was visiting at the time, a 'Present address' (or 'Permanent address') may be indicated as
a footnote to that author's name. The address at which the author actually did the work must be
retained as the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such footnotes.

Highlights
Highlights are mandatory for this journal as they help increase the discoverability of your article via
search engines. They consist of a short collection of bullet points that capture the novel results of
your research as well as new methods that were used during the study (if any). Please have a look
at the examples here: example Highlights.
Highlights should be submitted in a separate editable file in the online submission system. Please
use 'Highlights' in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points (maximum 85 characters, including
spaces, per bullet point).

Abstract
A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract should state briefly the purpose of the
research, the principal results and major conclusions. An abstract is often presented separately from
the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, References should be avoided, but if
essential, then cite the author(s) and year(s). Also, non-standard or uncommon abbreviations should
be avoided, but if essential they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract itself.

Keywords
Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 6 keywords, using American spelling and
avoiding general and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, 'and', 'of'). Be sparing
with abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established in the field may be eligible. These keywords
will be used for indexing purposes.

Research Data
This journal encourages, but does not require, you to share data that supports your research
publication in an appropriate data repository, and enables you to interlink the data with your published
articles. If you are sharing data, you are encouraged to cite the data in your manuscript and reference
list. Please refer to the "References" section for more information about data citation.
For more information on depositing, sharing and using research data and other relevant research
materials, visit the research data page.
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Research data refers to the results of observations or experimentation that validate research findings.
To facilitate reproducibility and data reuse, this journal encourages, but does not require, you to share
your software, code, models, algorithms, protocols, methods and other useful materials related to
the project whenever possible.
It is expected that all authors who publish in the Journal of Contextual Behavioral Science will
share data upon reasonable request. Therefore, we ask authors who do not already have their data
openly available to the public to include an author note indicating "Data is available upon reasonable
request.". Authors can request to leave this note out if they can provide an adequately strong
justification for not doing so in the cover letter.
Data linking
If you have made your research data available in a data repository, you can link your article directly to
the dataset. Elsevier collaborates with a number of repositories to link articles on ScienceDirect with
relevant repositories, giving readers access to underlying data that gives them a better understanding
of the research described.
There are different ways to link your datasets to your article. When available, you can directly link
your dataset to your article by providing the relevant information in the submission system. For more
information, visit the database linking page.
For supported data repositories a repository banner will automatically appear next to your published
article on ScienceDirect. Another data repository option is Open Science Framework (OSF). More
information on how to share data through OSF is available. In addition, you can link to relevant data or
entities through identifiers within the text of your manuscript, using the following format: Database:
xxxx (e.g., TAIR: AT1G01020; CCDC: 734053; PDB: 1XFN).
Mendeley Data
This journal supports Mendeley Data, enabling you to deposit any research data (including raw and
processed data, video, code, software, algorithms, protocols, and methods) associated with your
manuscript in a free-to-use, open access repository. During the submission process, after uploading
your manuscript, you will have the opportunity to upload your relevant datasets directly to Mendeley
Data. The datasets will be listed and directly accessible to readers next to your published article
online. For more information, visit the Mendeley Data for journals page.
Reporting Standards
This journal follows reporting standards for key types of research, including clinical trials
(CONSORT and its extensions) and meta-analyses (PRISMA) as outlined in the Equator
website (https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/). For randomized clinical trials,
JCBS requires that submissions follow CONSORT guidelines (http://www.consort-statement.org).
For meta-analyses and systematic reviews, JCBS requires submissions follow PRISMA guidelines
(http://www.prisma-statement.org/). JCBS recommends that authors follow similar guidelines for
other study designs such as observational studies (STROBE) and qualitative studies (SRQR), which
are available at https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/.
Math formulae
Please submit math equations as editable text and not as images. Present simple formulae in
line with normal text where possible and use the solidus (/) instead of a horizontal line for small
fractional terms, e.g., X/Y. In principle, variables are to be presented in italics. Powers of e are often
more conveniently denoted by exp. Number consecutively any equations that have to be displayed
separately from the text (if referred to explicitly in the text).
Footnotes
Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number them consecutively throughout the article. Many word
processors can build footnotes into the text, and this feature may be used. Otherwise, please indicate
the position of footnotes in the text and list the footnotes themselves separately at the end of the
article. Do not include footnotes in the Reference list.

Artwork
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Electronic artwork
General points
• Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your original artwork.
• Embed the used fonts if the application provides that option.
• Aim to use the following fonts in your illustrations: Arial, Courier, Times New Roman, Symbol, or
use fonts that look similar.
• Number the illustrations according to their sequence in the text.
• Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files.
• Provide captions to illustrations separately.
• Size the illustrations close to the desired dimensions of the published version.
• Submit each illustration as a separate file.
• Ensure that color images are accessible to all, including those with impaired color vision.
A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available.
You are urged to visit this site; some excerpts from the detailed information are given here.
Formats
If your electronic artwork is created in a Microsoft Office application (Word, PowerPoint, Excel) then
please supply 'as is' in the native document format.
Regardless of the application used other than Microsoft Office, when your electronic artwork is
finalized, please 'Save as' or convert the images to one of the following formats (note the resolution
requirements for line drawings, halftones, and line/halftone combinations given below):
EPS (or PDF): Vector drawings, embed all used fonts.
TIFF (or JPEG): Color or grayscale photographs (halftones), keep to a minimum of 300 dpi.
TIFF (or JPEG): Bitmapped (pure black & white pixels) line drawings, keep to a minimum of 1000 dpi.
TIFF (or JPEG): Combinations bitmapped line/half-tone (color or grayscale), keep to a minimum of
500 dpi.
Please do not:
• Supply files that are optimized for screen use (e.g., GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG); these typically have a
low number of pixels and limited set of colors;
• Supply files that are too low in resolution;
• Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the content.
Color artwork
Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable format (TIFF (or JPEG), EPS (or PDF) or
MS Office files) and with the correct resolution. If, together with your accepted article, you submit
usable color figures then Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these figures will appear
in color online (e.g., ScienceDirect and other sites) in addition to color reproduction in print. Further
information on the preparation of electronic artwork.
Figure captions
Ensure that each illustration has a caption. Supply captions separately, not attached to the figure. A
caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of the illustration. Keep
text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and abbreviations used.

Tables
Please submit tables as editable text and not as images. In accordance with APA style, tables should be
placed on separate page(s) at the end of the manuscript. Number tables consecutively in accordance
with their appearance in the text and place any table notes below the table body. Be sparing in the
use of tables and ensure that the data presented in them do not duplicate results described elsewhere
in the article. Please avoid using vertical rules and shading in table cells.

References
Citation in text
Please ensure that every reference cited in the text is also present in the reference list (and vice
versa). Any references cited in the abstract must be given in full. Unpublished results and personal
communications are not recommended in the reference list. If these references are included in the
reference list they should follow the standard reference style of the journal and should include a
substitution of the publication date with either 'Unpublished results' or 'Personal communication'.
Citation of a reference as 'in press' implies that the item has been accepted for publication.
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Web references
As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the date when the reference was last accessed. Any
further information, if known (DOI, author names, dates, reference to a source publication, etc.),
should also be given. Web references can be listed separately (e.g., after the reference list) under a
different heading if desired, or can be included in the reference list.
Data references
This journal encourages you to cite underlying or relevant datasets in your manuscript by citing them
in your text and including a data reference in your Reference List. Data references should include the
following elements: author name(s), dataset title, data repository, version (where available), year,
and global persistent identifier. Add [dataset] immediately before the reference so we can properly
identify it as a data reference. The [dataset] identifier will not appear in your published article.
Preprint references
Where a preprint has subsequently become available as a peer-reviewed publication, the formal
publication should be used as the reference. If there are preprints that are central to your work or that
cover crucial developments in the topic, but are not yet formally published, these may be referenced.
Preprints should be clearly marked as such, for example by including the word preprint, or the name
of the preprint server, as part of the reference. The preprint DOI should also be provided.
References in a special issue
Please ensure that the words 'this issue' are added to any references in the list (and any citations in
the text) to other articles in the same Special Issue.
Reference management software
Most Elsevier journals have their reference template available in many of the most popular reference
management software products. These include all products that support Citation Style Language
styles, such as Mendeley. Using citation plug-ins from these products, authors only need to select
the appropriate journal template when preparing their article, after which citations and bibliographies
will be automatically formatted in the journal's style. If no template is yet available for this journal,
please follow the format of the sample references and citations as shown in this Guide. If you use
reference management software, please ensure that you remove all field codes before submitting
the electronic manuscript. More information on how to remove field codes from different reference
management software.
Reference style
Text: Citations in the text should follow the referencing style used by the American Psychological
Association. You are referred to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association,
Seventh Edition, ISBN 978-1-4338-3215-4, copies of which may be ordered online.
List: references should be arranged first alphabetically and then further sorted chronologically if
necessary. More than one reference from the same author(s) in the same year must be identified by
the letters 'a', 'b', 'c', etc., placed after the year of publication.
Examples:
Reference to a journal publication:
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J. A. J., & Lupton, R. A. (2010). The art of writing a scientific article.
Journal of Scientific Communications, 163, 51–59. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sc.2010.00372.
Reference to a journal publication with an article number:
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J. A. J., & Lupton, R. A. (2018). The art of writing a scientific article.
Heliyon, 19, Article e00205. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2018.e00205.
Reference to a book:
Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (2000). The elements of style (4th ed.). Longman (Chapter 4).
Reference to a chapter in an edited book:
Mettam, G. R., & Adams, L. B. (2009). How to prepare an electronic version of your article. In B. S.
Jones, & R. Z. Smith (Eds.), Introduction to the electronic age (pp. 281–304). E-Publishing Inc.
Reference to a website:
Powertech
Systems.
(2015).
Lithium-ion
vs
lead-acid
cost
analysis.
Retrieved
from http://www.powertechsystems.eu/home/tech-corner/lithium-ion-vs-lead-acid-cost-analysis/.
Accessed January 6, 2016
Reference to a dataset:
[dataset] Oguro, M., Imahiro, S., Saito, S., & Nakashizuka, T. (2015). Mortality data for Japanese
oak wilt disease and surrounding forest compositions. Mendeley Data, v1. https://doi.org/10.17632/
xwj98nb39r.1.
Reference to a conference paper or poster presentation:
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Engle, E.K., Cash, T.F., & Jarry, J.L. (2009, November). The Body Image Behaviours Inventory-3:
Development and validation of the Body Image Compulsive Actions and Body Image Avoidance Scales.
Poster session presentation at the meeting of the Association for Behavioural and Cognitive Therapies,
New York, NY.
Reference to software:
Coon, E., Berndt, M., Jan, A., Svyatsky, D., Atchley, A., Kikinzon, E., Harp, D., Manzini, G., Shelef,
E., Lipnikov, K., Garimella, R., Xu, C., Moulton, D., Karra, S., Painter, S., Jafarov, E., & Molins, S.
(2020, March 25). Advanced Terrestrial Simulator (ATS) v0.88 (Version 0.88). Zenodo. https://
doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3727209.
Reference Style
Text: Citations in the text should follow the referencing style used by the American Psychological
Association. You are referred to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association,
Seventh Edition, ISBN 978-1-4338-3215-4, copies of which may be ordered online or APA Order
Dept., P.O.B. 2710, Hyattsville, MD 20784, USA or APA, 3 Henrietta Street, London, WC3E 8LU, UK.
List: references should be arranged first alphabetically and then further sorted chronologically if
necessary. More than one reference from the same author(s) in the same year must be identified by
the letters 'a', 'b', 'c', etc., placed after the year of publication.
Examples:
Reference to a journal publication:
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J. A. J., & Lupton, R. A. (2010). The art of writing a scientific article.
Journal of Scientific Communications, 163, 51–59. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.Sc.2010.00372.
Reference to a journal publication with an article number:
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J. A. J., & Lupton, R. A. (2018). The art of writing a scientific article.
Heliyon, 19, e00205. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2018.e00205.
Reference to a book:
Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (2000). The elements of style. (4th ed.). New York: Longman, (Chapter
4).
Reference to a chapter in an edited book:
Mettam, G. R., & Adams, L. B. (2009). How to prepare an electronic version of your article. In B. S.
Jones, & R. Z. Smith (Eds.), Introduction to the electronic age (pp. 281–304). New York: E-Publishing
Inc.
Reference to a website:
Cancer Research UK. Cancer statistics reports for the UK. (2003). http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/
aboutcancer/statistics/cancerstatsreport/ Accessed 13 March 2003.
Reference to a dataset:
[dataset] Oguro, M., Imahiro, S., Saito, S., Nakashizuka, T. (2015). Mortality data for Japanese
oak wilt disease and surrounding forest compositions. Mendeley Data, v1. https://doi.org/10.17632/
xwj98nb39r.1.
Reference to a conference paper or poster presentation:
Engle, E.K., Cash, T.F., & Jarry, J.L. (2009, November). The Body Image Behaviours Inventory-3:
Development and validation of the Body Image Compulsive Actions and Body Image Avoidance Scales.
Poster session presentation at the meeting of the Association for Behavioural and Cognitive Therapies,
New York, NY.

Video
Elsevier accepts video material and animation sequences to support and enhance your scientific
research. Authors who have video or animation files that they wish to submit with their article are
strongly encouraged to include links to these within the body of the article. This can be done in the
same way as a figure or table by referring to the video or animation content and noting in the body
text where it should be placed. All submitted files should be properly labeled so that they directly
relate to the video file's content. In order to ensure that your video or animation material is directly
usable, please provide the file in one of our recommended file formats with a preferred maximum
size of 150 MB per file, 1 GB in total. Video and animation files supplied will be published online in
the electronic version of your article in Elsevier Web products, including ScienceDirect. Please supply
'stills' with your files: you can choose any frame from the video or animation or make a separate
image. These will be used instead of standard icons and will personalize the link to your video data. For
more detailed instructions please visit our video instruction pages. Note: since video and animation
cannot be embedded in the print version of the journal, please provide text for both the electronic
and the print version for the portions of the article that refer to this content.
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AFTER ACCEPTANCE
Online proof correction
To ensure a fast publication process of the article, we kindly ask authors to provide us with their proof
corrections within two days. Corresponding authors will receive an e-mail with a link to our online
proofing system, allowing annotation and correction of proofs online. The environment is similar to
MS Word: in addition to editing text, you can also comment on figures/tables and answer questions
from the Copy Editor. Web-based proofing provides a faster and less error-prone process by allowing
you to directly type your corrections, eliminating the potential introduction of errors.
If preferred, you can still choose to annotate and upload your edits on the PDF version. All instructions
for proofing will be given in the e-mail we send to authors, including alternative methods to the online
version and PDF.
We will do everything possible to get your article published quickly and accurately. Please use this
proof only for checking the typesetting, editing, completeness and correctness of the text, tables and
figures. Significant changes to the article as accepted for publication will only be considered at this
stage with permission from the Editor. It is important to ensure that all corrections are sent back
to us in one communication. Please check carefully before replying, as inclusion of any subsequent
corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is solely your responsibility.

Offprints
The corresponding author will, at no cost, receive a customized Share Link providing 50 days free
access to the final published version of the article on ScienceDirect. The Share Link can be used for
sharing the article via any communication channel, including email and social media. For an extra
charge, paper offprints can be ordered via the offprint order form which is sent once the article is
accepted for publication. Both corresponding and co-authors may order offprints at any time via
Elsevier's Author Services. Corresponding authors who have published their article gold open access
do not receive a Share Link as their final published version of the article is available open access on
ScienceDirect and can be shared through the article DOI link.

Reviewers
All reviews of papers are handled through the online submission system. For guidelines on how to
review for the journal please visit the Reviewer Hub.

AUTHOR INQUIRIES
Visit the Elsevier Support Center to find the answers you need. Here you will find everything from
Frequently Asked Questions to ways to get in touch.
You can also check the status of your submitted article or find out when your accepted article will
be published.
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