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DESCRIPTION
.

The Journal of African Trade (JAT), a bi-annual publication, sponsored by Afreximbank, seeks to
publish articles that test, advance and develop models, framework, and concepts in the broad areas of
international trade and trade finance, economic growth and development, and international finance.
Specifically, the journal focuses on:
(i) Theoretical issues relating to development of trade and African trade in particular;
(ii) Policy and institutional matters relating to the development of African trade and trade finance; and
(iii) Other contemporary issues of relevance to the development of global and African trade and trade
finance.
Though the foregoing constitute the primary focus of the Journal, papers relevant to trade and trade
facilitation as well as other socio-economic issues, as they relate to social and economic development
in Africa in general, will also be covered by JAT. The JAT seeks to facilitate greater understanding of
the role of trade and trade-related issues in the process of economic development in Africa.

EDITORIAL BOARD
.

Editor-in-Chief
Augustin Fosu, University of Ghana, Ghana
Managing Editors
Nicholas Biekpe, University of Cape Town, South Africa
Festus Egwaikhide, University of Ibadan, Nigeria
Editorial Advisory Board
Elizabeth Asiedu, University of Kansas, USA
Paul Collier, University of Oxford, UK
Christopher Edordu, Afreximbank, Egypt
Hippolyte Fofack, Afreximbank, Egypt
Alemayehu Geda, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
Omneia Helmy, The Egyptian Center for Economic Studies (ECES), Cairo, Egypt
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Stephen Karingi, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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GUIDE FOR AUTHORS
.

SUBMISSION OF PAPERS
All papers, in English, should be submitted electronically to our online submission system.

Submission declaration and verification
Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously (except in
the form of an abstract, a published lecture or academic thesis, see 'Multiple, redundant or concurrent
publication' for more information), that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that
its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where
the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in
English or in any other language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyrightholder. To verify originality, your article may be checked by the originality detection service Crossref
Similarity Check.

Use of inclusive language
Inclusive language acknowledges diversity, conveys respect to all people, is sensitive to differences,
and promotes equal opportunities. Articles should make no assumptions about the beliefs or
commitments of any reader, should contain nothing which might imply that one individual is superior
to another on the grounds of race, sex, culture or any other characteristic, and should use inclusive
language throughout. Authors should ensure that writing is free from bias, for instance by using 'he
or she', 'his/her' instead of 'he' or 'his', and by making use of job titles that are free of stereotyping
(e.g. 'chairperson' instead of 'chairman' and 'flight attendant' instead of 'stewardess').

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
Please prepare your manuscript, including tables, using a word processing program and save it as
a .doc, .tex, .rtf or .ps file. The typesetters are unable to copy, edit, or typeset manuscripts or tables
in pdf format.
Title Page
We advise that the title of the article be short, specific and informative. The first name, initial(s), and
surname of each author should be followed by his or her department, institution, city with postcode,
and country. The fax, telephone number and email address of the corresponding author should also
be provided. Our policy is to list only one author for correspondence. Any changes of address may be
given in footnotes. Any deletions or additions to the author list after acceptance of the paper must
be submitted in writing, signed by all authors, to the appropriate editorial office.
Abstract
The second page of the manuscript should contain the Abstract, which must not exceed 250 words.
The Abstract should be comprehensible to readers before they have read the paper, and reference
citations must be avoided at this stage.
Abbreviations
Non-standard abbreviations should be defined at the first occurrence and introduced only where
multiple use is made. There should be no abbreviations in headings.
Figures and Illustrations
For reproduction in the journal, authors will be required after acceptance to supply high-resolution .tif
files (1200 d.p.i. for line drawings and 300 d.p.i. for colour and half-tone artwork) or high-quality
printouts on glossy paper. We advise that you create your high-resolution images first as these can
be easily converted into low-resolution images for online submission.
Figures will not be re-lettered or re-numbered by the publisher. The journal reserves the right to
reduce the size of illustrative material. Any photomicrographs, electron micrographs or radiographs
must be of high quality.
Wherever possible, photographs should fit within the print area or within a column width.
Photomicrographs should provide details of staining technique and a scale bar.
When creating figures, please make sure any embedded text is large enough to read. Many figures
contain miniscule characters such as numbers on a chart or graph. If these characters are not easily
readable, they will most likely be illegible in the final version.
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Color Figures
If there is a choice of colours on a schematic, please choose clearly distinct colours (e.g. not two
shades of blue) and avoid black backgrounds if possible.
Any figures submitted to the journal in colour can be published in colour. Authors may choose to
also publish their figures in colour in the print journal. Black and white figures will also be accepted,
but figures that may be converted from colour to black and white should be well prepared with high
contrast, and must have a resolution of at least 300 dots per inch at their final size. Figure captions
must be suitably worded to apply to the article.
Tables
All tables submitted must be in editable format (e.g. Word, excel, ppt) as the typesetters are unable
to typeset any tables in image format (e.g. pdf).
All tables should be on separate pages and accompanied by a title and footnotes where necessary. The
tables should be numbered consecutively using Arabic numerals. Units in which results are expressed
should be given in parentheses at the top of each column and not repeated in each line of the table.
Authors are advised not to overcrowd the tables and limit the use of words. The format of tables
should be consistent with what is normally used in international journals. Please note that it is the
author's responsibility to ensure that the data given in tables are correct.
Maths Elements
For guidance on setting mathematics, please see our short guide.
Acknowledgements
Acknowledgements and details of non-financial support must be included at the end of the text before
references and not in footnotes. Personal acknowledgements should precede those of institutions or
agencies. Please note that acknowledgement of funding bodies and declarations regarding conflict of
interest should be given in separate funding and conflict- of- interest sections respectively.
References
Full references should be provided in accordance with the style of the Journal of African Trade. These
should be listed in Alphabetical order. Journal titles and author initials should be properly abbreviated
and punctuated. If an automatic referencing system has been used in the preparation of the paper,
the references must not be left embedded in the final text file submitted. The citation of journals,
books, multi-author books and articles published online should conform to the following examples:
- Kanbur, R. (1993) 'EC-African Relations: A Review Article of Enzo R. Grillis's the European Community
and Developing Countries', Journal of African Economies, 2: 434-46
- Smith, M. (1990) Simplified Stable Merging Tasks, vol. 3, 2nd edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
pp. 1-10.
- Smith, M. (1990) 'Merging tasks, simplified' in M. E. Smith (ed.), Simplified Stable Merging Tasks.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-10.
- McKay, A., C. Milner and O. Morrissey (2000) The Trade and Welfare Effects of a Regional Economic
Partnership Agreement, CREDIT Research Paper 00/8. (Available at: www.nottingham.ac.uk/
economics/credit/)
Authors should include all references in the reference list. Within- text citations should be as follows:
Adebayo and Mensah (1994a,b); Adebayo and Mensah (1994). For three or more authors use:
Adebayo et al. (1994a,b); (Mensah et al., 1994). Personal communications (A. Acquah, personal
communication) must be authorized in writing by those involved, and unpublished data should be
cited in the text as (unpublished data). References to manuscripts submitted, but not yet accepted,
should be cited in the text as (A. Acquah and B. Mensah, manuscript in preparation) and should not
be included in the list of references. Citations of submitted manuscripts should include all authors
involved. Authors are encouraged to cite web URLs in parentheses at the appropriate mention in the
text.

Copyright
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete an 'Exclusive License Agreement' (see
more information on this). Permitted third party reuse of open access articles is determined by the
author's choice of user license.
Author rights
AUTHOR INFORMATION PACK 17 Nov 2018

www.elsevier.com/locate/aftrade

4

As an author you (or your employer or institution) have certain rights to reuse your work. More
information.
Complimentary Hard Copies
In consideration for granting an exclusive license, the publisher or Afreximbank will arrange for
complimentary hard copy to be sent to all authors of articles in a particular issue. Additional copies
may be purchased from the publisher.
Elsevier supports responsible sharing
Find out how you can share your research published in Elsevier journals.

PRE-PUBLICATION POLICY
The Journal of African Trade does not accept papers that have been previously published elsewhere
with the exception of working papers series. The Journal's policy regarding working paper series is:
(i) Pre-publication in working paper series is allowed where submission to the working paper series
is prior to acceptance by the Journal;
(ii) The working paper version may remain online after publication in the Journal;
(iii) The working paper version should NOT be updated after acceptance by the Journal; and
(iv) Authors are requested to append the appropriate citation to the working paper version on
acceptance by the Journal (if the working paper series allows this).

LANGUAGE EDITING
Particularly if English is not your first language, before submitting your manuscript you may wish to
have it edited for language. This is not a mandatory step, but may help to ensure that the academic
content of your paper is fully understood by journal editors and reviewers. Language editing does
not guarantee that your manuscript will be accepted for publication. If you would like information
about one such service please click here. There are other specialist language editing companies that
offer similar services and you can also use any of these. Authors are liable for all costs associated
with such services.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY
Editors
Submission by Editor
A paper submitted by one of the Editors will be handled by another Editor who is not at the same
institution. The other Editor will select referees and make all decisions on the paper. The decision
process will be handled in such a way that the submitting Editor does not have access to information
or correspondence relating to the submission.
Submission by family member of Editor or by author whose relationship with Editor might create the
perception of bias
If a paper is submitted by a family member of one of the Editors, or by an author whose relationship
with one of the Editors might create the perception of bias (e.g. in terms of close friendship or conflict/
rivalry), the Editor will declare a conflict of interest and the paper will be handled by one of the other
Editors. The Editor who has declared a conflict of interest will not be involved in selecting referees
or making any decisions on the paper.
General Policy
If an Editor feels that there is likely to be a perception of a conflict of interest in relation to their
handling of a submission, they will declare it to the other Editors, and the paper will be handled in
the same way as described above.
Referees
Potential conflict of interest for referee
The invitation letter to referees will include the following wording: 'If you think you know the identity
of the author and if you feel there is a strong conflict of interest in your refereeing this paper, please
declare it. By accepting this invitation, it is assumed there is no such conflict of interest.' Standard
policy will be not to use a referee if a conflict of interest has been declared, but the Editors may
use their discretion.
Authors
Sources of funding
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On acceptance, authors will be asked to provide a statement declaring all sources of funding relating
to their paper, and the statement will be printed on the title page or at the end of their paper.

Open access
Every peer-reviewed research article appearing in this journal will be published open access. This
means that the article is universally and freely accessible via the internet in perpetuity, in an easily
readable format immediately after publication. The author does not have any publication charges for
open access. The Afreximbank will pay to make the article open access.
A CC user license manages the reuse of the article (see http://www.elsevier.com/openaccesslicenses).
Elsevier Researcher Academy
Researcher Academy is a free e-learning platform designed to support early and mid-career
researchers throughout their research journey. The "Learn" environment at Researcher Academy
offers several interactive modules, webinars, downloadable guides and resources to guide you through
the process of writing for research and going through peer review. Feel free to use these free resources
to improve your submission and navigate the publication process with ease.

Peer review
This journal operates a single blind review process. All contributions will be initially assessed by the
editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then typically sent to a minimum of
two independent expert reviewers to assess the scientific quality of the paper. The Editor is responsible
for the final decision regarding acceptance or rejection of articles. The Editor's decision is final. More
information on types of peer review.
Reference management software
Most Elsevier journals have their reference template available in many of the most popular reference
management software products. These include all products that support Citation Style Language
styles, such as Mendeley and Zotero, as well as EndNote. Using the word processor plug-ins from
these products, authors only need to select the appropriate journal template when preparing their
article, after which citations and bibliographies will be automatically formatted in the journal's style.
If no template is yet available for this journal, please follow the format of the sample references
and citations as shown in this Guide. If you use reference management software, please ensure that
you remove all field codes before submitting the electronic manuscript. More information on how to
remove field codes.
Users of Mendeley Desktop can easily install the reference style for this journal by clicking the following
link:
http://open.mendeley.com/use-citation-style/journal-of-african-trade
When preparing your manuscript, you will then be able to select this style using the Mendeley plugins for Microsoft Word or LibreOffice.

Data visualization
Include interactive data visualizations in your publication and let your readers interact and engage
more closely with your research. Follow the instructions here to find out about available data
visualization options and how to include them with your article.

Offprints
The corresponding author will be notified and receive a link to the published version of the open
access article on ScienceDirect. This link is in the form of an article DOI link which can be shared via
email and social networks. For an extra charge, paper offprints can be ordered via the offprint order
form which is sent once the article is accepted for publication. Both corresponding and co-authors
may order offprints at any time via Elsevier's Webshop. Authors requiring printed copies of multiple
articles may use Elsevier Webshop's 'Create Your Own Book' service to collate multiple articles within
a single cover.
© Copyright 2018 Elsevier | https://www.elsevier.com
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