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DESCRIPTION
.

Collegian: The Australian Journal of Nursing Practice, Scholarship and Research is the official journal
of Australian College of Nursing (ACN).
The journal aims to reflect the broad interests of nurses and the nursing profession, and to challenge
nurses on emerging areas of interest. It publishes research articles and scholarly discussion of nursing
practice, policy and professional issues.
Papers published in the journal are peer reviewed by a double blind process using reviewers who
meet high standards of academic and clinical expertise. Invited papers that contribute to nursing
knowledge and debate are published at the discretion of the Editor.
The journal, online only from 2016, is available to members of ACN and also by separate subscription.
ACN believes that each and every nurse in Australia should have the opportunity to grow their
career through quality education, and further our profession through representation. ACN is the voice
of influence, providing the nursing expertise and experience required when government and key
stakeholders are deciding the future of health.
ClinicalKey Nursing
Visit our nursing resource, ClincalKey Nursing
To purchase books on Nursing or to browse our comprehensive range of specialised nursing titles,
please visit us at www.elsevierhealth.com.au/nursing-midwifery.

IMPACT FACTOR
.

2018: 1.231 © Clarivate Analytics Journal Citation Reports 2019

EDITORIAL BOARD
.

Editor-in-Chief
Lisa McKenna, La Trobe University, Australia
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Elizabeth Halcomb, University of Wollongong, New South Wales, Australia
Jason Mills, Charles Darwin University, Australia
Maria Murphy, La Trobe University, Australia
Jennifer Newton, Monash University, Australia
Vicki Patton, Edith Cowan University, Australia
Craig Phillips, University of South Australia, South Australia, Australia
Jane Louise Phillips, University of Technology Sydney, Australia
Michael Roche, Australian Catholic University, Australia
Statistician
Lee Jones, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia
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GUIDE FOR AUTHORS
.

General Information
Aims and scope
Collegian: The Australian Journal of Nursing Practice, Scholarship and Research is a refereed journal
with an Editorial Board that meets high standards of academic and clinical expertise. The journal
reflects the broad interests of nurses and the nursing profession. Papers are invited on contemporary
clinical, professional and policy issues of interest to nurses such as:Original clinical and educational
researchScholarly critique of policy and nursing issuesClinical case reportsHistorical or political
critique of nursing and health care issuesIn addition, Collegian: The Australian Journal of Nursing
Practice, Scholarship and Research seeks to promote nursing through publication of reviews, nursing
commentaries and letters.
Considerations specific to types of research designs
The editors require that manuscripts adhere to recognised reporting guidelines relevant to the
research design; Randomised Control Trials, Cohort Studies, Observational studies, Non-randomised
evaluations and qualitative research. Please submit a completed checklist from the appropriate
reporting guidelines as an addendum to your covering letter to the editor.
Observational cohort, case control and cross sectional studies - STROBE - Strengthening the Reporting
of Observational Studies in Epidemiology http://www.equator-network.org/
Quasi-experimental/non-randomised evaluations - TREND - Transparent Reporting of Evaluations with
Non-randomized Designs http://www.equator-network.org/
Randomised (and quasi-randomised) controlled trial - CONSORT - Consolidated Standards of
Reporting Trials http://www.equator-network.org/
Study of Diagnostic accuracy/assessment scale - STARD - Standards for the Reporting of Diagnostic
Accuracy Studies http://www.equator-network.org/
Systematic Review of Controlled Trials - PRISMA - Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews
and Meta-Analyses http://www.equator-network.org/
Systematic Review of Observational Studies - MOOSE - Meta-analysis of Observational Studies in
Epidemiology http://www.equator-network.org/
Qualitative researchers are encouraged to consult the guideline listed below:
Qualitative studies - COREQ - Consolidated criteria for reporting qualitative research. Tong, A.,
Sainsbury, P., Craig, J., 2007. Consolidated criteria for reporting qualitative research (COREQ): a 32item checklist for interviews and focus groups. International Journal for Quality in Health Care 19 (6),
349-357.http://intqhc.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2007/09/14/intqhc.mzm042

Ethics in Publication
This journal follows the Committee of Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines and requests authors to
familarise themselves with these guidelines at: http://publicationethics.org/resources/guidelines. A
few issues that authors need to pay particular attention to are set out below.
It is ethically questionable to break up or segment data from a single study to create different papers
for publication, a practice called salami slicinga. If the authors have legitimate reasons for reporting
separately on different parts of the same study, or the same data set, they should justify that to the
editor at the time of submission. Equally, readers need to be aware that different aspects of the same
study are being reported, thus the methods section of the submitted manuscript must clearly explain
why the submitted paper is justified.
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Double-blind Peer review process
Editors review all abstracts and using a triage-type checklist will make a rapid decision about whether
the article is suitable for peer review in this journal. The overall rejection rate at this stage is
approximately 60% and the majority of these happen at the rapid decision stage. This rapid decision
is of benefit for authors because if the paper is rejected reasons will be given and the author can
consider whether to submit elsewhere without undue delay.
The most common reasons for initial rejection are:
1) not having prior institutional ethical approval for research and/or not demonstrating fully informed
and fully free consent by participants;
2) not situating the research in the existing literature;
3) poor English and;
4) not following this guide for authors.

Review Criteria
Each paper that the editor/s assess as suitable for peer review is allocated to two reviewers who are
asked to assess the paper against one of the Journal's three sets of reviewing criteria:
Articles submitted for review must be original works, and may not be submitted for review elsewhere
whilst under review for the Journal.
After review, the Editor-in-Chief will inform the corresponding author on whether the paper has been
accepted, rejected, or needs revision.
Categories of decision
Accept Minor revisions (accept with revisions as advised by Editors) Major revisions (possible
acceptance following major revision and resubmission) Reject All efforts are made to provide fair and
thorough reviews as speedily as possible. If an author(s) believes that a manuscript has been wrongly
rejected, a detailed appeal letter that responds point-by-point to the reviewers' comments should be
sent to the Editor who, after having reviewed the referees' reports, will make the final decision.
Reviewed by Editor-in-Chief or Editorial Team only
Letter to the Editor or a short comment on any topic of current interest
For these types of submissions, the corresponding author will receive a fairly rapid decision on
publication.

Production
Following acceptance of a manuscript; it will be transmitted to Elsevier's Production department.
The corresponding author will receive an acknowledgement. The paper will then be edited to comply
with house style, and typeset.
The Publisher will email a proof to the corresponding author for checking before it is published.
The corresponding author is responsible for checking proofs thoroughly. By approving the proofs any
editorial changes are being accepted.

Submission of Manuscripts
All manuscripts, correspondence and editorial material for publication is submitted online at
https://www.evise.com/profile/api/navigate/COLL simply need to "create a new account" (i.e.,
register) by following the online instructions, and using their own e-mail address and selected
password. Authors can then submit manuscripts containing text, tables, and images (figures) online.
Authors can expect an initial decision, ie. to undergo peer-review, Accept or Reject on their submission
within 7 business days.
Once a manuscript is accepted for publication, authors can expect web publication of the article in
final version on ScienceDirect in 4 weeks.

Preparation of Manuscript
Manuscirpts being submitted should not exceed more than 5000 words. For a standard discussion,
review, clinical paper or quantitative research articles, the maximum length is 30 double-spaced
pages, with standard margins of 2.5 cm (1 inch) all around, and 11 point font size. (Inclusive of all
Tables, Figures, and References, but excluding the Structured Abstract).
Supplementary material may be added without specific page limits. The readability of the article,
however, must not depend upon access to supplementary materials.
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First time authors are also strongly advised to co-author with an academic supervisor or senior
colleague who has been successful in writing for publication.
Authors who feel their English language manuscript may require editing to eliminate possible
grammatical or spelling errors and to conform to correct scientific.English may wish to use the
English Language Editing service available from Elsevier'sWebShop (http://webshop.elsevier.com/
languageediting/) or visit our customer support site(https://service.elsevier.com) for more
informationPage numbers and line numbers should be included for the convenience of the peerreviewers.
Please have the following items ready before you log-on to the system. Every submission, regardless
of category, must include the following.
(1) A Cover letter, including An Author Agreement stating:
o that the article is the author(s) original work
o the article has not received prior publication and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere
o that all authors have seen and approved the manuscript being submitted
o the author(s) abide by the copyright terms and conditions of Elsevier and the Australian College
of Nursing
Conflict of Interest:
when the proposed publication concerns any commercial product, either directly or indirectly, the
author must include in the cover letter a statement (1) indicating that he or she has no financial
or other interest in the product or distributor of the product or (2) explaining the nature of any
relation between himself or herself and the manufacturer or distributor of the product. Other
kinds of associations, such as consultancies, stock ownership, or other equity interests or patentlicensing arrangements, also must be disclosed. If, in the Editor's judgment, the information disclosed
represents a potential conflict of interest, it may be made available to reviewers and may be published
at the Editor's discretion; authors will be informed of the decision before publication.
o Sources of outside support for research:
including funding, equipment, and drugs.
An Ethical Statement for all Research papers, providing the following information:
o Whether the submitted manuscript involved human or animal research.
o If human or animal research was involved, whether Ethical Approval was granted for the Study as
either (A) A quality assurance or practice improvement project, OR(B) A scientific research study.
Note that research studies that do not have ethical approval prior to being conducted will not normally
be published. We will consider publication, however, if the relevant Institutional Ethics Committee
provides you with a letter saying that they do not normally provide ethical approval for studies such
as the one you conducted.
o If the submitted manuscript is based on a research study which was subjected to a full review by
an institutional ethics committee, please provide the following information:
- The name of the ethics committee
- The approval number
- The date of approval
Note: If the manuscript is based on a quality assurance or practice improvement project this must be
made clear in the text of the paper and address ethical issues concerning informed and free consent
and confidentiality, as relevant.
If an Ethical Statement is not applicable, this must also be specified.
(4) Title Page should contain:
o Title. Short (12 words or fewer) and descriptive of the content of the article.
Abbreviations must not be used in the title.
o Running Head. Short title of 30 characters and spaces.
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o Authors. List all authors by first name, all initials, family name and highest academic degree only
using "RM, PhD" for holders of both qualifications.
List the address of all institutions where the work was done. List departmental affiliations of each
author affiliated with that institution after each institutional address. Connect authors to departments
using numbered superscripts.
o Corresponding Author. Provide the name, exact postal address with zip or postal code, telephone
number, fax number and e-mail address of the author to whom communications, proofs, and requests
for reprints should be sent.
(5) The complete manuscript, arranged as follows: (1) structured Abstract and Keywords (2)
manuscript, including Acknowledgments/Disclosures (see below) and References, (3) Tables (each
complete with title) and (4) Figures.
In addition, the following must be submitted direct to the Editorial Office if applicable:
o Written permission from the publisher (copyright holder) to reproduce any previously published
table(s), illustration(s) or photograph(s) in both print and electronic media.
o Written permission from unmasked patients appearing in photographs.

Use of inclusive language
Inclusive language acknowledges diversity, conveys respect to all people, is sensitive to differences,
and promotes equal opportunities. Articles should make no assumptions about the beliefs or
commitments of any reader, should contain nothing which might imply that one individual is superior
to another on the grounds of race, sex, culture or any other characteristic, and should use inclusive
language throughout. Authors should ensure that writing is free from bias, for instance by using 'he
or she', 'his/her' instead of 'he' or 'his', and by making use of job titles that are free of stereotyping
(e.g. 'chairperson' instead of 'chairman' and 'flight attendant' instead of 'stewardess').

Sections of Manuscript (In Order)
o Abstract & Keywords
The structured abstract should be under 250 words.
The structure of the abstract should be:
o Problem, or
o Background
o Question, Hypothesis or Aim
o Methods
o Findings
o Discussion
o Conclusion
The structured Abstract must not include references. Avoid abbreviations and acronyms. Ensure the
name of the hospital or health service is not mentioned.
Keywords: Provide up to six keywords, at least three of which should be selected from those
recommended by the Index Medicus Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) browser list (http://
www.nlm.nih.gov/meshhome.html).
o Main Text
For Original Research Articles references should not be more than 30, except with specific permission
from the editor prior to submission), text should be organised as follows:
- Summary of Relevance. Before the Introduction, use the following headings to summarise (in 100
words or less) the contribution of your paper to the existing literature:
o Problem or Issue
o What is Already Known
o What this Paper Adds
An example of a Summary of Relevance:
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Problem
Little is known about how nursing students manage exposure to horizontal violence. What is Already
Known
Horizontal violence is widely reported in the nursing literature. Nursing students are vulnerable to
horizontal violence from health professionals during their clinical placements.
What this Paper Adds
Evidence that nursing students often do not report episodes of horizontal violence due to lack of
knowledge about supports available to them. In addition, many choose not to report this in order not
to jeopardise future employment opportunities.
- Introduction (including problem, theoretical and/or research background, hypothesis or guiding
question, definitions of key terms)
- Literature Review (critical but brief review of directly related literature)
- Participants, Ethics and Methods (described in detail).
- Findings or Results: for qualitative research results should be concisely reported in tables and figures,
with brief text descriptions. For qualitative research a balance must be struck between conciseness
and sufficient data to support the discussion and conclusion.
- Discussion (clear and concise interpretation of results)
- Conclusion (summarise key points)
- Acknowledgments and Disclosures
Regulatory Requirements in the Methods section:
o Research Protocol
Authors must state that the protocol has been approved by the appropriate Ethics Committee (state
which).
o Human Investigation
The ethical guidelines that were followed by the investigators must be included in the Methods
section of the manuscript. In Australia, all work should conform to the "Statement on Human
Experimentation" by the National Health and Medical Research Council of Australia. State clearly that
the subject gave informed consent. Anonymity should be preserved.
o Humane Animal Care
The Methods section must contain a statement assuring that all animals received humane care in
accordance with the "Statement on Animal Experimentation" by the National Health and Medical
Research Council of Australia, or its equivalent in other Countries (for example the "Guide for the
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals" published by the National Institutes of Health).
Acknowledgments
This section is compulsory. Grants, financial support and technical or other assistance are
acknowledged at the end of the text before the references. All financial support for the project must be
acknowledged. If there has been no financial assistance with the project, this must be clearly stated.
The role(s) of the funding organisation, if any, in the collection of data, its analysis and interpretation,
and in the right to approve or disapprove publication of the finished manuscript must be described
in the Methods section of the text.
o References
The author is responsible for providing accurate references. Referencing must follow the Publication
Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.), 2001 format. The reference list must
include details only of those works cited in the text, and all references cited in text must be listed.
For more detailed information contact:
Editor-in-Chief, Collegian: The Australian Journal of Nursing Practice, Scholarship and Research,
Australian College of Nursing, PO Box 219, DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600 Telephone: 02 6283 3400, Fax:
02 6282 3565, Email: Collegian@acn.edu.au
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o Tables
Tables should be double-spaced on separate sheets (one to each page). Do not use vertical lines. Each
table should be numbered (Arabic) and have a title above. Legends and explanatory notes should be
placed below the table. Abbreviations used in the table follow the legend in alphabetic order. Lower
case letter superscripts beginning with "a" and following in alphabetic order are used for notations of
within-group and between-group statistical probabilities. Tables should be self-explanatory, and the
data should not be duplicated in the text or illustrations. Tables must be submitted as part of the
text file and not as illustrations.
o Figure Legends
Figure legends should be numbered (Arabic) and double-spaced in order of appearance beginning
on a separate sheet. Identify (in alphabetic order) all abbreviations appearing in the illustrations at
the end of each legend. Give the type of stain and magnification power for all photomicrographs. All
abbreviations used on a figure and in its legend should be defined in the legend. Cite the source of
previously published (print or electronic) material in the legend.
o Illustrations or Figures
Images or figures are submitted online as one or more separate files that may contain one or more
images. Within each file containing images, use the figure number (eg, Figure 1A) as the image
filename. The system accepts image files formatted in TIFF and EPS. Powerpoint (.ppt) files are also
accepted, but you must use a separate Powerpoint image file for each Powerpoint figure.
Symbols, letters, numbers and contrasting fills must be distinct, easily distinguished and clearly legible
when the illustration is reduced in size.
Black, white and widely crosshatched bars are preferable; do not use stippling, gray fill or thin lines.
Written permission from unmasked patients appearing in photographs must be obtained by the
authors and must be surface mailed or faxed to the editorial office once the manuscript is submitted
online.
Detailed Response to Reviewers
When submitting a revised manuscript, a Detailed Response to Reviewers must accompany the
revision. This document must not contain any of the Author(s) details. The most common error is
uploading this document on an organisation's letterhead, or the Author signing off with their name
and contact details.
The easiest way to format this document is to either (a) respond underneath each point raised by
the reviewer, or (b) create a 2-column table and copy each point raised by the reviewer into the first
column, and respond against each point in the second column
Highlight any changes made on the revised manuscript to make it easy for the peer-reviewers to see
where these have occurred. Also, remember to include page and line numbers to the manuscript as
this makes the peer-review process easier.

Copyright
Papers accepted for publication become the copyright of the Australian College of Nursing, and authors
will be asked to sign a transfer of copyright form, on receipt of the accepted manuscript by Elsevier.
This enables the Publisher to administer Copyright on behalf of the Authors and the Society, whilst
allowing the continued use of the material by the Author for Scholarly communication.

Open Access
This journal offers you the option of making your article freely available to all via the ScienceDirect
platform. To prevent any conflict of interest, you can only make this choice after receiving notification
that your article has been accepted for publication. The fee of USD 1,700 excludes taxes and other
potential author fees such as color charges. In some cases, institutions and funding bodies have
entered into agreement with Elsevier to meet these fees on behalf of their authors. Details of these
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agreements are available at https://www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies. Authors of accepted articles,
who wish to take advantage of this option, should complete and submit the order form (available
at https://www.elsevier.com/locate/openaccessform.pdf). Whatever access option you choose, you
retain many rights as an author, including the right to post a revised personal version of your article
on your own website. More information can be found here: https://www.elsevier.com/authorsrights.

Correspondence
All correspondence relating to the journal should be directed to: Editor-in-Chief, Collegian: The
Australian Journal of Nursing Practice, Scholarship and Research at the above Email address.

Author contributions
For transparency, we encourage authors to submit an author statement file outlining their individual
contributions to the paper using the relevant CRediT roles: Conceptualization; Data curation;
Formal analysis; Funding acquisition; Investigation; Methodology; Project administration; Resources;
Software; Supervision; Validation; Visualization; Roles/Writing - original draft; Writing - review &
editing. Authorship statements should be formatted with the names of authors first and CRediT role(s)
following. More details and an example
Elsevier supports responsible sharing
Find out how you can share your research published in Elsevier journals.
Green open access
Authors can share their research in a variety of different ways and Elsevier has a number of green open
access options available. We recommend authors see our open access page for further information.
Authors can also self-archive their manuscripts immediately and enable public access from their
institution's repository after an embargo period. This is the version that has been accepted for
publication and which typically includes author-incorporated changes suggested during submission,
peer review and in editor-author communications. Embargo period: For subscription articles, an
appropriate amount of time is needed for journals to deliver value to subscribing customers before
an article becomes freely available to the public. This is the embargo period and it begins from the
date the article is formally published online in its final and fully citable form. Find out more.
This journal has an embargo period of 12 months.

Peer review
This journal operates a double blind review process. All contributions will be initially assessed by the
editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then typically sent to a minimum of
two independent expert reviewers to assess the scientific quality of the paper. The Editor is responsible
for the final decision regarding acceptance or rejection of articles. The Editor's decision is final. More
information on types of peer review.

Double-blind review
This journal uses double-blind review, which means the identities of the authors are concealed from
the reviewers, and vice versa. More information is available on our website. To facilitate this, please
include the following separately:
Title page (with author details): This should include the title, authors' names, affiliations,
acknowledgements and any Declaration of Interest statement, and a complete address for the
corresponding author including an e-mail address.
Blinded manuscript (no author details): The main body of the paper (including the references,
figures, tables and any acknowledgements) should not include any identifying information, such as
the authors' names or affiliations.
Data references
This journal encourages you to cite underlying or relevant datasets in your manuscript by citing them
in your text and including a data reference in your Reference List. Data references should include the
following elements: author name(s), dataset title, data repository, version (where available), year,
and global persistent identifier. Add [dataset] immediately before the reference so we can properly
identify it as a data reference. The [dataset] identifier will not appear in your published article.

Data visualization
Include interactive data visualizations in your publication and let your readers interact and engage
more closely with your research. Follow the instructions here to find out about available data
visualization options and how to include them with your article.

AUTHOR INFORMATION PACK 23 Nov 2019

www.elsevier.com/locate/coll

9

Research data
This journal encourages and enables you to share data that supports your research publication
where appropriate, and enables you to interlink the data with your published articles. Research data
refers to the results of observations or experimentation that validate research findings. To facilitate
reproducibility and data reuse, this journal also encourages you to share your software, code, models,
algorithms, protocols, methods and other useful materials related to the project.
Below are a number of ways in which you can associate data with your article or make a statement
about the availability of your data when submitting your manuscript. If you are sharing data in one of
these ways, you are encouraged to cite the data in your manuscript and reference list. Please refer to
the "References" section for more information about data citation. For more information on depositing,
sharing and using research data and other relevant research materials, visit the research data page.
Data linking
If you have made your research data available in a data repository, you can link your article directly to
the dataset. Elsevier collaborates with a number of repositories to link articles on ScienceDirect with
relevant repositories, giving readers access to underlying data that gives them a better understanding
of the research described.
There are different ways to link your datasets to your article. When available, you can directly link
your dataset to your article by providing the relevant information in the submission system. For more
information, visit the database linking page.
For supported data repositories a repository banner will automatically appear next to your published
article on ScienceDirect.
In addition, you can link to relevant data or entities through identifiers within the text of your
manuscript, using the following format: Database: xxxx (e.g., TAIR: AT1G01020; CCDC: 734053;
PDB: 1XFN).
Mendeley Data
This journal supports Mendeley Data, enabling you to deposit any research data (including raw and
processed data, video, code, software, algorithms, protocols, and methods) associated with your
manuscript in a free-to-use, open access repository. During the submission process, after uploading
your manuscript, you will have the opportunity to upload your relevant datasets directly to Mendeley
Data. The datasets will be listed and directly accessible to readers next to your published article online.
For more information, visit the Mendeley Data for journals page.
Data statement
To foster transparency, we encourage you to state the availability of your data in your submission.
This may be a requirement of your funding body or institution. If your data is unavailable to access
or unsuitable to post, you will have the opportunity to indicate why during the submission process,
for example by stating that the research data is confidential. The statement will appear with your
published article on ScienceDirect. For more information, visit the Data Statement page.

Offprints
The corresponding author will, at no cost, receive a customized Share Link providing 50 days free
access to the final published version of the article on ScienceDirect. The Share Link can be used for
sharing the article via any communication channel, including email and social media. For an extra
charge, paper offprints can be ordered via the offprint order form which is sent once the article is
accepted for publication. Both corresponding and co-authors may order offprints at any time via
Elsevier's Author Services. Corresponding authors who have published their article gold open access
do not receive a Share Link as their final published version of the article is available open access on
ScienceDirect and can be shared through the article DOI link.
© Copyright 2018 Elsevier | https://www.elsevier.com
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