Guidelines for authors
Each manuscript should be prepared according to the guidelines compiled below. MANUSCRIPTS NOT
PREPARED IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THESE GUIDELINES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR
PROCESSING.
Electronic submissions by e-mail are preferred as they greatly speed up the review process. It is advised that the
authors should keep an identical paper copy of the manuscript submitted online. THE ENTIRE MANUSCRIPT,
including tables and figures, MUST BE SUBMITTED AS A SINGLE FILE (.doc or .rtf) not exceeding 20MB.
Submissions of separate figures for review process are not acceptable.
If the manuscript will be accepted for publication, the editors may ask the author for better quality (higher
resolution) figures (see details bellow in section: Final submission of Illustrations).
Submit manuscripts to:

Professor Maciej Henneberg,
Editorial Office: Journal of Comparative Human Biology HOMO
School of Medical Sciences
University of Adelaide, Adelaide 5005, Australia
(Tel.: +61 8 83135479, Fax: +61 8 83034398 e-mail: homojchb@bigpond.com)
The authors are given limited time for corrections of the manuscript according to suggestions by reviewers and
editors. After this time, the manuscript may be resubmitted. The resubmitted manuscript will be treated as a new
submission and subjected to a new round of peer review. The final decision about the acceptance/rejection of the
paper rests with the Editors.
Manuscripts should be written in literary English, British or American. Use one spelling style throughout the
entire manuscript (Example: colour, palaeoanthropology and metre in
British English or color, paleoanthropology and meter in American English).
Typing (in Times or Times New Roman for English language, font size 12) must be in 1.5 line spacing, aligned to
the left, unjustified margins at the right. No line numbering and no footnotes are allowed in text. First paragraph
line indented 5 mm, reference list pendant 5 mm. Title and chapter headings in larger font, bold face, sub-chapter
headings in bold and smaller than title and chapter headings (all in normal face not in italics). Use separate line for
each chapter or sub-chapter heading. Do not number the chapters or subchapters. Use italics for species, genus
names, medical terms in Latin or, however as rarely as possible, for stressing a particular fragment (examples:
Australopithecus africanus, hyperostosis frontalis interna, ‘‘The coronal talar neck plane is the planey’’).
Number each page consecutively starting with the very first page.
No active Endnote is allowed. Please remove Endnote activity before submitting.
In case a specific item of formatting is not explained below, obtain from the internet a recent paper
published in Homo JCHB and imitate its formatting.

Submit a manuscript without any unnecessary or hidden formatting.
Title page:
The title page must contain:
The full title of the manuscript
Name(s) of the author(s): initial(s) of the first name(s) and surname(s)

Name(s) of the institution(s) the study was carried in (name of the laboratory, department, school, university
with the address including name of the city, state or country and the postal code).
Corresponding author should be indicated with an asterisk and his/her name, academic degree (will not appear
in the published version, but needed for correspondence), e-mail address, telephone and fax numbers provided
in a separate line.

Example:
Little Foot and big thoughts – a re-evaluation of the Stw573 foot from Sterkfontein,
South Africa
R. Kidda,*, C. Oxnardb
a
School of Science Food and Horticulture, University of Western Sydney, Campbelltown, NSW 2560, Australia.
b
School of Anatomy and Human Biology, University of Western Australia, Stirling Highway, Crawley, WA 6009,
Australia
Abbreviated title: Re-evaluation of Little Foot
*
Corresponding author. Dr. Robert Kidd, tel.: +61-2-46203633, fax: +61-2-46203099. E-mail address: R.Kidd@
uws.edu.au

Second page:
Abstract
The abstract briefly presents the objectives of the study, major results and conclusions in a language as nontechnical as possible. Do not structure the abstract with separate headings. Just use paragraphs if necessary.
It should not exceed 250 words. Authors whose mother tongue is not English are invited to add an abstract of
similar length in their own language. If it requires special characters, it should be submitted in both RTF and
PDF versions to ensure correct reproduction of special characters.

Do not include keywords
The text:
The main portion of the manuscript should be divided into sections such as e.g.: Introduction, Materials
and Methods (or Materials, Methods), Results, and Discussion followed by Acknowledgements and
References.
Chapters which reflect specific topics of the manuscript are welcome, too. Add Legends to Figures on a separate
page at the end of the text after References.
The sections can be divided into sub-sections but the use of numerous sub-sections should be avoided.
There is no restriction on the total length of a manuscript (nor on the number of tables and figures as long as
they are deemed necessary by the Editors - see below), but it is advised that neither the “Introduction”, nor the
“Discussion” may exceed 15 % of the total length of the text. The section “Conclusions” is not allowed at all.
Main conclusions of the paper should be apparent from the results and, if necessary, can be added as the last few
sentences of the “Discussion”.

SI system of measurement units:
SI system of measurement units must be used for all measurements:
SI system is based principally on the “metric” system but does not use 10 and 100 fold multiplications of
basic units. Only 1000 multiplies/divisions are allowed. Therefore centimetre is NOT an acceptable unit.
Only metres and millimetres can be used. Dates should not be given with religious connotations. Use Before
the Common Era (BCE) or Common Era (CE), not Before Christ or Anno Domini (AD). The correct SI abbreviation for year is “a” (annus). Therefore a thousand years is ka (kilo anni) and a million years is Ma.
Do not use English language abbreviations kyr or Mya (million years ago). Example: “…they lived 2.5 Ma
ago” to mean “…they lived 2.5 million years ago”. Celsius (= centigrade) degrees should be used to describe
temperatures. SI units abbreviations should be expressed in standard lowercase, without fullstops (examples:
mm kg km m2).

Abbreviations (other than commonly accepted):
Should not be used in the text; full names of terms are preferred.
If used only in tables and figures, the abbreviations should be fully explained in the appropriate captions.

References to the literature:
In text:
Should be by the author’s surname only with the year of publication in brackets. Where there are two authors
the names should be linked by ‘‘and’’. Where there are more than two authors the reference should be quoted
- first author followed by ‘‘et al.’’ (not in italics). If references are given in brackets the author’s surname and
the year of publication should be separated by a comma. If there is more than one reference of the same author,
years of publication should be separated by commas. References of the same author that appeared in the same
year should be indicated by first letters of the alphabet and separated by commas. References to publications
of different authors should be separated by semicolons. Citations may be made directly (or parenthetically). If
many references are listed, they should appear first in alphabetical order of authors’ surnames and then by the
ascending year of publication. References to unpublished or submitted data should be avoided.

Examples:
As indicated by Henschen (1949)….;
Hahn and Czarnetzki (1980) studied ..… or (Hahn and Czarnetzki, 1980);
Angel et al. (1987) studied; …was prepared (Angel et al., 1987);
Hann (1986a, 1986b, 1988); Flores et al. (2000a, 2000b); (Flores et al., 2000a, 2000b)
…were studied (Anderson, 1993; Angel et al., 1987; August and Chrisman, 1988; Flores et al., 2000a, 2000b;
Glab et al., 1998; Hann, 1986a, 1988; Phillips, 1996).
Direct citations in the text should be avoided, but if this is absolutely necessary, the cited fragment should
be in quotation marks and the page of the paper/book the fragment is taken out from should be also cited. The
fragment cannot be longer than 250 words due to copyright regulations.

Example:
This approach ……and “allows for the greater flexibility necessary ….” (Gauthier and Schutkowski, 2013:47).
In section References:
The references (bibliography) at the end of the manuscript should be listed in alphabetical order under the first
author’s name and then further sorted chronologically if necessary. More than one reference from the same
author(s) in the same year must be identified by the letters “a”, “b”, “c”, etc., placed after the year of publication.
All names of the authors of the referred paper should be included. If the thesis/dissertation (Master or PhD) is
cited, the name of the university and the city the university is located in should be given after the title.
Only works referred to in the text should be included in the list. Titles of the journals should be abbreviated (use
the abbreviated form officially accepted by a given journal or, as it appears in Current Contents, Medline or any
other major literature search source).

Examples:
van Vark, G.N., Holt, K.G., 1989. Some tests. Ann. Hum. Biol. 16, 301–310.
Wolpoff, M.H., 1992. Theories of origins. In: Bräuer, G., Smith, F.H. (Eds.), Continuity or Replacement.
Balkema, Rotterdam, pp. 25–63.
Bernhard, W., 1991. Ethnische Anthropologie. G Fischer, Stuttgart.
Dicke-Toupin, C.R., 2012. Population Continuity or Replacement at Lachish: a Dental Affinity Analysis in the
Levant. MA thesis, University of Alaska, Fairbanks.
Tables must have minimum gridlines. They should be printed with a concise explanatory caption above the table
and each column should carry a separate heading. Additional explanations (such as of abbreviations) should
be given as footnotes. In the table format only horizontal lines need to be used and the number of these should
be kept to a minimum. Do not use gridlines automatically provided by some programmes. All numbers must
be aligned in accordance with the rules of the decimal system (aligned on the decimal point or on decimal

positions, not centred). This is easiest achieved by aligning columns of numbers to right margins of columns.
Decimal points and decimal places must align vertically so that digits of hundreds are aligned in the same order
of digits of numbers below and above, digits of tens align in the same way etc. Either align numbers on the decimal point or, if the number of decimal places is the same in all numbers in a given column, align numbers right.
Centering of numbers in tables is not acceptable. Each table should be typed on a separate page. Normally,
tables must fit on the A4 page. Placement of several variables or parameters in the same column is discouraged. Do not use 23.5(13.2-28.5) or 12.8±3.5, place each number in a separate column: 23.5 13.2 28.5 or
12.8 3.5. Use of the ± (plus/minus) sign for standard deviation is not acceptable. This sign traditionally
indicates standard error. Standard deviations must be placed in a separate column, not together with means.
Standard deviations should not be given in brackets after means.

Example:
Table 1. Sexually dimorphic variables. Group means, standard deviations (SD), and t-vales for males (N=14)
and females (N=13) for the five variables used in this study. All measurements are in mm; p≤0.001 for all
values
Measurement Name

Male Mean

Male SD

Female Mean

Female SD

t-value

Maximum Length of the Scapula

152.87

9.00

139.63

9.52

3.71

Maximum Length of the Spine

140.20

6.99

129.79

6.66

3.89

Breadth of Infraspinous Body

101.09

5.73

92.74

5.28

3.84

Height of Glenoid Prominence

37.64

2.59

34.00

1.13

4.51

Breadth of Glenoid Prominence

25.00

1.65

22.31

1.84

3.83

Modified from Dabbs (2010)
Figures should be used with discretion and are only justified if they clarify or reduce the text. Information should
be presented only once in a graph or a table, not in both. Original figures should be approximately twice their
final size but must not exceed the size of A4 paper. Letters in figures must be at least 2 mm high after size reduction of figures to 1/2 of A4 page. The figures should be submitted separately from the text only after the manuscript is accepted for publication and when the editor asks for sending them directly to the publisher. Otherwise
figures must be placed at the end of a single file containing text, references, tables and figures. A brief descriptive
legend should be provided for each figure; the legends should be typed on a separate page (see also The text).
Do not submit illustrations as separate files in the initial submission (include all figures in a single file with
the text and tables).
Figures and tables should always be referred to in the text [Examples: ‘….as shown in Figure 1.’; ‘The two
distributions …show…(Fig. 1).’; ‘….described in Table 1.’; ‘There is no difference between ….(Table 1).’]. The
author may mark in the manuscript where figures and tables are to be inserted.
The editors and publishers reserve the right to ask the authors for additional formatting of tables and
figures. The editors may reject the manuscript if after revisions the manuscript is resubmitted in an incorrect format (i.e. not following these guidelines or editors’ request).
Final submission of illustrations (figures): Illustrations for final printing may need to be submitted separately
from text files. Files for full colour images must be in a CMYK colour space. All illustration files should be in
TIFF or JPEG, EPS formats. Files should be given the 2 or 3-letter extension that identifies the file format used
(i.e., .tiff, .jpeg, .eps). Journal quality reproduction will require greyscale and colour files at resolutions yielding
approximately 300 dpi. Bitmapped line art should be submitted at resolutions yielding 600–1200 dpi. These
resolutions refer to the output size of the file; if you anticipate that your images will be enlarged or reduced,
resolutions should be adjusted accordingly. For further information on the preparation of electronic artwork,
please see www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.
Free colour reproduction. If, together with your accepted article, you submit usable colour figures then Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these figures will appear in colour on the web (e.g., ScienceDirect
and other sites) regardless of whether or not these illustrations are reproduced in colour in the printed version.
Colour figures can be printed only if the costs are covered by the author (Euro 250.00 for first colour figure, Euro
200.00 for every following colour figure).

There are no page charges. The corresponding author, at no cost, will be provided with a PDF file of the article
via e-mail. The PDF file is a watermarked version of the published article and includes a cover sheet with the
journal cover image and a disclaimer outlining the terms and conditions of use. Additional offprints may be
ordered when proofs are returned.
Until publication of the print edition, corrected proofs will be available online first (www.sciencedirect.com).
Book reviews will be published in English and should be not longer than one printed page (two A4 pages –
see Typing – or about 650 words). We welcome offers to review books for the Journal of Comparative Human
Biology - HOMO. Submit books for review to the Book Review Editor, Prof. Dr. Andrea Cucina (Facultad de
Ciencias Antropologicas, Universidad Autonoma de Yucatan, Merida, Yucatan 97305, Mexico (Phone: +52999-930-0090 ext 2206, e-mail: acucina@yahoo.com; cucina@uady.mx).
Copyright. Once a paper is accepted, authors will be asked to transfer copyright (for more information on copyright, see http://www.elsevier.com/authorsrights). A form facilitating transfer of copyright will be provided after
acceptance. If material from other copyrighted works is included, the author(s) must obtain written permission
from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the article.
Open Access. This journal offers you the option of making your article freely available to all via the ScienceDirect
platform. To prevent any conflict of interest, you can only make this choice after receiving notification that your
article has been accepted for publication. The fee of $3,000 excludes taxes and other potential author fees such
as colour charges. In some cases, institutions and funding bodies have entered into agreement with Elsevier
to meet these fees on behalf of their authors. Details of these agreements are available at http://www.elsevier.
com/fundingbodies. Authors of accepted articles, who wish to take advantage of this option, should complete
and submit the order form (available at http://www.elsevier.com/locate/openaccessform.pdf). Whatever access
option you choose, you retain many rights as an author, including the right to post a revised personal version of
your article on your own website. More information can be found here: http://www.elsevier.com/authorsrights.
Funding body agreements and policies. Elsevier has established agreements and developed policies to
allow authors who publish in Elsevier journals to comply with potential manuscript archiving requirements
as specified as conditions of their grant awards. To learn more about existing agreements and policies please
visithttp://www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies.

