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In Japan, one ��h of 
researchers are women. 
While the proportion of 
women among researchers 
in Japan has been 
increasing, at 20% it is 
still relatively low.
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In Japan, 9% of women’s scholarly output 
belongs to the top 10% interdisciplinary papers, 
which is slightly higher than men’s (8%).
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Elsevier’s comprehensive report on research performance 
through a gender lens, Gender in the Global Research Landscape, 
spans 20 years, 12 geographies, and 27 disciplines. This global 
study draws upon data and analytics, a unique gender 
disambiguation methodology, and the knowledge of worldwide 
experts. Illustrated below are some of the report’s key �ndings.
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“The push for gender equality in Japan is timely…
So, if we promote true gender equality, meaning 
inclusion on an equal basis in terms of both quality 
and quantity of gender equality, our life will be 
brighter and many more young men and women will 
have jobs with opportunities for advancement, while 
raising children and attaining a better work-life 
balance. All people should be concerned about 
making this decisive change towards a new society.”

Miyoko O. Watanabe

Deputy Executive Director,
O�ce for Diversity & Inclusion
Japan Science & Technology
(JST) Agency, Japan

Although the 
proportion of women 
among inventors in 
Japan is 8%, the share 
of patent applications 
listing a woman 
among their authors 
is twice as high (16%).
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Relative to Japan’s share of women researchers, 
there is a high proportion of women among 
researchers leaving the country and a low 
proportion of women among researchers 
entering the country.

Sources: Scopus, Genderize.io, Namsor, Wikipedia (for researchers, interdisciplinarity, mobility)
and WIPO Statistics Database (for inventors and patents)
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