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Performed hand hygiene and donned PPE as 

indicated for needed isolation precautions. 

    

Introduced self to the child and family.     

Verified the correct child using two 

identifiers. 

    

Assessed the child’s developmental level and 

ability to interact. 

    

Assessed the child’s and family’s 

understanding of the reasons for and risks 

and benefits of the procedure. 

    

Determined the family’s desire to be present 

during the procedure. 

    

Assessed the signs and symptoms of airway 

secretions and inadequate oxygenation and 

ventilation. 

    

Reviewed the child’s history, using the 

child’s record and the family as resources. 

    

Ensured that an appropriate-size bag and 

mask are connected to an oxygen source at 

the bedside. 

    

Assessed ET tube security, including tape 

integrity and tube movement. 

    

Assessed the child for pain and administered 

pain medication, as needed. 

    

Reassessed the child’s pain status, allowing 

for sufficient onset of action per medication, 

route, and the child’s condition. 

    

Ensured that all equipment and supplies, 

including an appropriate-size backup ET 

tube, were available. 

    

Selected the proper size suction catheter.     

1. Used a length-based resuscitation 

tape to find the correct size. 

    

2. Calculated the suction catheter size 

by doubling the ET tube size in 

millimeters and selecting the suction 

catheter French size closest to the 

doubled number. 

    

Premedicated the child as needed.     

Performed hand hygiene and donned gloves 

and appropriate PPE based on the patient’s 

signs and symptoms and indications for 

isolation precautions. 
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Explained the procedure to the child and 

family and ensured that they agreed to 

treatment. 

    

Assessed breath sounds.     

Secured the connecting tube to the closed 

system suction port and unlocked the 

suction control mechanism, if required. 

    

Ensured that the suction device was on and 

set the vacuum regulator at the appropriate 

suction level while depressing the thumb 

port of the catheter.  

    

Verified the safe suction depth before 

inserting the catheter into the airway. If the 

safe suction depth was unknown, measured 

the length of an extra ET tube of the same 

size. 

    

Recorded the appropriate length of the 

catheter insertion measurement in the 

child’s record and displayed the length at 

the bedside, if it is not already displayed. 

    

Preoxygenated, if indicated, using the 

ventilator or administering manual breaths 

via a bag, as indicated. 

    

If the child was ventilated with an oscillator, 

paused oscillations before suctioning. 

Resumed oscillations between suctioning 

passes. 

    

Advanced the catheter until the determined 

centimeter marking was aligned with the 

lavage port. 

    

When the catheter was at the correct depth, 

depressed the thumb control valve and held 

it while slowly withdrawing the catheter. 

Supported the catheter at the ET tube with 

one hand while withdrawing the catheter 

with the other hand to prevent extubation.  

    

Assessed breath sounds.     

After each suction pass, allowed the child 

time to recover by providing positive 

pressure breaths and oxygen as indicated. 

    

Cleaned the catheter between each pass 

while watching the opening in the catheter 

sleeve that allows observation of secretions. 
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1. Withdrew the black tip of the catheter 

to the middle of the cleaning 

chamber. 

    

2. Depressed the thumb control valve 

and then gently squeezed the 0.9% 

sodium chloride solution into the 

chamber. 

    

Locked the suction catheter.     

When the ET tube was cleared of secretions, 

suctioned the oral and nasal pharynx. 

Avoided trauma to the nasal and oral 

passages and gagging during suctioning. 

    

Noted the color, volume, and consistency of 

the secretions removed. 

    

Weaned the child to preprocedure levels of 

oxygen, as tolerated. 

    

Assessed, treated, and reassessed pain.     

Discarded supplies, removed PPE, and 

performed hand hygiene. 

    

Documented the procedure in the child’s 

record. 

    

 
Learner:       Signature: __________________________ 

    

Evaluator:       Signature: __________________________ 

    

Date: _________________________ 

 


