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Technical University of Denmark — two 
centuries of excellence

Founded in 1829 by H. C. Ørsted, the Technical 
University of Denmark (DTU) is one of Europe’s 
leading technical universities. Professor Ørsted is 
considered the father of electromagnetism. His 
vision for the university was that it would use the 
natural and technical sciences to benefit society. 
It has done so all this time, setting records in the 
number of publications and making significant 
contributions to industry and the public sector. 

Student enrollments at DTU are at an all-time high. 
Students from around the world pursue degrees at 
DTU, which is in keeping with the importance that 
the institution places on being a global research 
university. Having such a global outlook is critical 
to its research reputation and encouraging its 
faculty members to actively pursue collaborations 
worldwide. This is just one of the ways in which 
DTU is a forward-thinking center of excellent 
research.

The University Library — re-defining its role 
for modern times

As an integral component of its research agenda, 
the University Library, or rather the Technical 
Information Center of Denmark, is just as forward 
thinking, befitting the institution it serves. The 
librarians are dedicated to supporting DTU 
researchers and students as well as Danish 
industry and the general public.  Over the years 
they have introduced many innovations creating 

the best possible space to work in, providing 
the greatest access to literature, and giving 
researchers the strongest research tools  for 
managing their literature. 

Creating new ways to access 

Thanks to its forward looking library DTU has its 
very own approach to literature accessibility. It uses 
a dedicated search-and-discovery service that 
was created in house. The intention was to provide 
a way for a whole range of people — faculty 
members, students, walk-in visitors and even 
the general public all over the world — to access 
the library collection at an appropriate level. That 
solution is now called DTU Findit. 

DTU Findit is a comprehensive tool that allows all 
its users to access library resources online. The 
interface lets people search a database consisting 
of electronic versions of journals, books and 
abstracts from both open access and subscription 
sources, and specialized repositories like student 
thesis collections, conference proceeding 
collections, as well as the Danish universities’ CRIS 
systems containing all their research publications. 
DTU Findit has customized access options so that 
users can see what they have access to — for 
example, DTU researchers have access to all the 
material in the database, so they see the most 
content; the general public can see a more limited 
section of the database, but still with access to 
fulltext, either by walking into the library, or paying 
to download a licensed article, or free download if 
Open Access version is available. 

Expanding dependably into the clouds

DTU Findit is an innovative system that leads 
the way in making library collections accessible. 



groups of articles at once; rank their search results 
in DTU Findit based on their Mendeley bookmarks; 
and even look at altmetrics from Mendeley in 
DTU Findit. These plans are in progress but their 
development does not interfere with the smooth 
running of either product.

Mendeley at DTU

Mendeley was launched at DTU in November 
2013. A set of outreach activities, including 
presentations, email campaigns, and articles 
in the university magazine, was carried out by 
different departments within the university, like the 
communications and PhD support departments. 
The response was incredible. In less than one year, 
over 2000 new users registered for Mendeley. 
Users are making the most of the storage, sharing, 
and networking features, and everyone is very 
pleased with the successful integration with DTU 
Findit. 

What made Mendeley right for DTU 
researchers?

Mendeley has three main qualities that make it right 
for DTU.
•	 Mendeley gives you access to your collection 

wherever you are
•	 Mendeley is one of the world’s largest 

academic social networks 
•	 Mendeley could be seamlessly integrated with 

DTU Findit

Mendeley facilitates today’s research and sparks 
tomorrow’s new ideas.

Discover how Mendeley can facilitate your research 
at elsevier.com/Mendeley

Satisfied that this option was making content 
accessible, the University Library decided to 
improve researcher’s  manageability of the content. 
That’s where Elsevier’s Mendeley Institutional 
Edition came in.

The possibilities to store, share and annotate 
literature items securely were exactly what they 
needed, but they recognized that Mendeley goes 
beyond just making it possible to manage and 
organize literature. 

Mendeley is one of the world’s largest academic 
social networks. This capability, which allows users 
to form collaborative groups and share information 
about themselves and their research, put Mendeley 
in lead for DTU to further support necessary 
researcher collaboration. The librarians saw the 
immense  value of this for their researchers and 
believe that the integration of FindIt and Mendeley 
will further showcase Danish researchers and their 
research outcome to the worldwide audience.  And 
the benefits didn’t stop there.

Integrating innovative solutions to facilitate 
research

Mendeley offered something more that the team at 
the University Library found very promising — the 
possibility to integrate DTU Findit and Mendeley. 
Thanks to the Mendeley APIs, it proved possible to 
create a seamless integration that allows users to 
find literature in DTU Findit and then save it directly 
to a folder of choice in Mendeley. The integration 
means that it’s also possible to go directly from 
DTU Findit to Mendeley, allowing users to work 
more efficiently.

The team has plans to further integrate the two 
solutions to allow users to choose and save 




