
Get published and make an impact  
with your research

The decisions you make about your publications affect their ultimate impact.  
The journal you choose, the type of article and the way you write about your research all 
contribute to the result. So where should you start?

When and what  
to publish
Do you have a story to tell? 
Editors and reviewers are looking for original 
and innovative research that adds to their field 
of study, sheds new light on previous findings or 
joins the dots between work in different areas.

Is there an audience for your story? 
The more original and innovative your research, 
the more people will be interested. 

How can you tell your story? 
Scholarly articles come in a variety of shapes and 
sizes which include:
●  Full articles 
●  Letters, short communications and micro 

articles
●  Review papers 
●  Research elements articles 

How to write a great 
research paper
Scholarly articles often follow a standard 
structure. Here’s how to get the most out of each 
section.
●  Title: identify your main topic; make it 

unambiguous, accurate and specific; keep it 
short; use keywords; make it interesting.

●  Keywords: imagine your reader searching for 
articles: what would they type in the box?

●  Abstract: you have limited words, use them 
wisely. Summarize the problem or objective 
of your research, and its methods, results and 
conclusions.

●  Introduction: keep it brief; provide context and 
background; lead the reader to your hypotheses, 
research questions, and experimental design or 
methods.

●  Methods: include enough detail to enable 
readers to replicate your research and assess 
whether the methods justify the conclusions.

●  Results: present your findings objectively; show 
how your results contribute to the body of 
scientific knowledge; include figures and tables 
where useful.

●  Discussion & conclusions: explain how your 
research has moved the body of knowledge 
forward; make sure your conclusions don’t 
extend beyond your results.

●  References: always acknowledge the work 
you’re building on. Tip: use Mendeley Reference 
Manager (https://www.mendeley.com/) to store, 
search, organize, note, share and cite.

Language issues can mean the difference between 
acceptance and rejection. It’s important to ensure 
the language you use is clear and error-free. 

Visit the Elsevier Researcher Academy 
researcheracademy.elsevier.com/



How to choose  
the best journal for 
your work
Publishing your research in the right journal can 
help you reach a global audience, make an impact 
and move forward in your career.

JournalFinder (https://journalfinder.elsevier.
com/) uses smart search technology and field-
of-research-specific vocabularies to match your 
article to Elsevier journals. Simply enter the title 
and abstract of your manuscript and you’ll get a 
list of journals best suited to your work.

Journal-level metrics (https://www.elsevier.com/
authors/journal-authors/measuring-a-journals-
impact) can help you assess your long list of 
potential journals.
●  Impact: several metrics, including CiteScore 

and Impact Factor
●  Speed: review time and publication time
●  Reach: downloads and authors

Your open  
access options
Whatever your discipline, there’s an open access 
home for your research at Elsevier (https://www.
elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/open-access). 
With over 2,300 journals that offer gold open 
access publishing options, we’ve got you covered.

●  High visibility – reach the audience your 
research deserves.

●  Proven trust – 140 years’ experience curating 
and verifying scientific knowledge.

●  Top quality – rigorous standards & quality 
journals across the board.

●  Powerful innovation – access to state-of-the-
art innovations that measure your impact and 
make your life easier.

●  Wide choice – select the publishing model 
that’s right for you.

Learn academic writing skills and improve your manuscript
The Elsevier Researcher Academy provides free e-learning resources. With more than 100 modules 
across 18 topics covering research preparation, writing for research, the publication process, 
navigating peer review and communicating your research, you can learn the skills you need to take 
the next step in your career.

Visit the Elsevier Researcher Academy (https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/).

Visit the Elsevier Researcher Academy 
researcheracademy.elsevier.com/
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