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Performed hand hygiene before patient contact.     
Introduced self to the patient.     
Verified the correct patient using two identifiers.     
Assessed the patient for signs and symptoms of 
acute ventilatory failure and fatigue. 

    

Determined the arterial pH and partial pressure 
of carbon dioxide (PaCO2). 

    

Assessed the patient for signs and symptoms of 
inadequate oxygenation. 

    

Determined the partial pressure of PaO2 or 
arterial oxygen saturation (SaO2). 

    

Assessed the patient for signs and symptoms of 
inadequate breathing. 

    

Clarified advance directives at admission with 
the patient and family. 

    

Administered analgesia and sedation as needed 
and as ordered. Reassessed the patient’s pain 
and sedation status, allowing for sufficient onset 
of action per medication, route, and the patient’s 
condition. 

    

Ensured that the patient was positioned with the 
head of the bed elevated between 30 and 45 
degrees, unless contraindicated. 

    

Volume Modes 
Performed hand hygiene.     
Introduced self to the patient.     
Verified the correct patient using two identifiers.     
Explained the procedure to the patient and 
family and ensured that they agreed to 
treatment. 

    

Collaborated with the practitioner in selecting the 
most appropriate mode of ventilation for the 
patient: assist-control (AC) or synchronized 
intermittent mandatory ventilation (SIMV). 

    

Collaborated with the practitioner and the 
respiratory therapist in selecting the ventilator 
settings. 

    

1. Established a tidal volume (VT).     
2. Established a rate.     
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3. Established an inspiratory-to-expiratory 
(I:E) ratio. 

    

4. Established the sensitivity level.     
5. Established the fraction of inspired 

oxygen (FIO2). 
    

6. Established the positive end-expiratory 
pressure (PEEP) level. 

    

7. Ensured that the ventilator alarms were 
set appropriately. 

    

Assessed, treated, and reassessed pain.     
Performed hand hygiene.     
Documented the procedure in the patient’s 
record. 

    

Pressure Modes 
Performed hand hygiene.     
Introduced self to the patient.     
Verified the correct patient using two identifiers.     
Explained the procedure to the patient and 
family and ensured that they agreed to 
treatment. 

    

Collaborated with the practitioner in selecting the 
most appropriate mode of ventilation for the 
patient: pressure support ventilation (PSV), 
pressure-control (PC), pressure-
controlled/inverse ratio ventilation (PC/IRV), 
volume-assured pressure support ventilation 
(VAPSV), airway pressure release ventilation 
(APRV), adaptive support ventilation (ASV), or 
high-frequency ventilation (HFV). 

    

Collaborated with the practitioner and the 
respiratory therapist in selecting the ventilator 
settings. 

    

1. PSV:     
a. Established the PSV level.     
b. Established the trigger sensitivity.     
c. Established the PEEP level.     
d. Established the FIO2.     

2. PC and PC/IRV:     
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a. Established the inspiratory pressure 
support (IPS) level. 

    

b. Established the rate.     
c. Established the inspiratory time (TI) or 

inverse I:E ratio. 
    

d. Established the PEEP level.     
e. Established the FIO2.     
f. Established the sensitivity level.     

1. VAPSV:     
a. Referred to the manufacturer’s 

instructions for the ventilator for 
specific names of parameter settings. 

    

b. Established the PEEP, FIO2, and 
sensitivity levels, along with rate and 
TI, if the mode was a control mode. 

    

c. APRV, ASV, and HFV: Referred to the 
manufacturer’s instructions for the 
ventilator for specific names of 
parameter settings and ventilator 
setup. 

    

Ensured that the ventilator alarms were set 
appropriately. 

    

Assessed, treated, and reassessed pain.     
Performed hand hygiene.     
Documented the procedure in the patient’s 
record. 

    

 
Learner:       Signature: __________________________ 
    
Evaluator:      Signature: __________________________ 
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