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Agenda

• Fundamentals of manuscript preparation:

− Preparing your manuscript

− Structuring your aticle

− How to write an abstract and improve your article

• Reference managers & discovery tools: Why should you consider them 
for preparing your manuscript?

− What is a reference manager and how can it help you to write your 
manuscript?

− What is an abstract- & citation database and how is it important to your 
future article?

• Free online learning platform: Researcher Academy
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Reference managers & discovery tools:

Why should you consider them for preparing your  

manuscript?



Let‘s do a quick recap:

Virtual Campus

Title, Abstract, and Keywords 

Figures/Tables (your data)

Conclusion Introduction

Methods Results Discussion

The process of building an article

Reference managers Abstract & citation databases



The importance of keywords

• Are the labels of the manuscript 

• Are used by indexing and abstracting services

• Should be specific

• Should use only established abbreviations (e.g. DNA)

They are the „hashtags“ to search and find the literature you‘re 

looking for!
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Article title Keywords

“An experimental study 

on evacuated tube solar 

collector using 

supercritical CO2”

Solar collector; supercritical 

CO2; solar energy; solar 

thermal utilization 



What is a reference manager and how can it 

help you to write your manuscript?
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What is a reference manager?
“A reference manager is a software package that allows scientific authors to collect, 

organize, and use bibliographic references or citations.”

It supports you in the process of writing your manuscript in three basic ways: 

1. Searching: It helps researchers find relevant literature

2. Storing: It allows them to store papers and their bibliographic metadata in a personal 

database for later retrieval

3. Writing: allows researchers to insert citations and references in a chosen citation style 

when writing a text

Think of it as your digital research assisstant!
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http://book.openingscience.org.s3-website-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/tools/reference_management.html


There are many reference managers out there:
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Mendeley: Free reference management & 

academic social network

Virtual Campushttps://www.mendeley.com/

https://www.mendeley.com/
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What is an abstract- & citation database and 

how is it important to your future article?
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What is an abstract & citation database?

Two main points:

1. Abstract & citation databases don‘t (direclty) contain full-text articles. However, they 

provide DOIs and link to the original articles on the publisher‘s website.

2. Abstract & citation databases provide you with a lot of information „around“ an 

article, which helps you to:

• Discover relevant research in a certain research area or topic

• Evaluate research and journals based on different metrics

Virtual Campus



How search functions work in Scopus (and other 

abstract & citation databases)
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Scopus provides you with the option of searching for 

publications based on search terms relating to specific 

parts of a document like title, author, keywords.



Keywords and indexed terms

Next to the “author keywords” (which are assigned by the authors), a 

team of professional indexers manually adds index terms for 80% of the 

titles included in Scopus according to the following controlled 

vocabularies:

• Ei Thesaurus (engineering, technology, physical sciences)

• Emtree medical terms (life sciences, health sciences)

• MeSH (life sciences, health sciences)

• GEOBASE Subject Index (geology, geography, earth and environmental sciences)

• FLX terms, WTA terms (fluid sciences, textile sciences)

• Regional Index (geology, geography, earth and environmental sciences)

• Species Index (biology, life sciences)

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/21730/supporthub/scopus/kw/Keywords
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How search functions work in Scopus (and other 

abstract & citation databases)
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How Scopus helps you to find a journal to 

publish in?
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publish in?
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How Scopus helps you to find a journal to 

publish in?
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https://www.scopus.com/sources
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How Scopus helps you to find a journal to 

publish in?
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How to import data from Scopus to your 

reference manager?
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With Scopus you can discover new types of 

manuscripts

Published datasets available 

for sharing & reuse

Data in Brief provides a way for 

researchers to easily share and 

reuse each other's datasets by 

publishing data articles.
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Free online learning platform: Researcher Academy
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A free e-learning platform designed to unlock the potential of early and mid-career 

researchers

• Over 65 learning modules

• Over 100 supplementary resources

• Organized intuitively along the research and publishing cycle

• Dedicated ‘Career path’ section

What is Researcher Academy?
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Recognition & Reward



Anja Zimmermann  Consultant Research 

Platforms

Academic & Government

Eva Podgoršek  Consultant Research 

Platforms

Academic & Government

t: +49 172 810 39051 

@: a.zimmermann@elsevier.com

t: +49 172 729 3363

@: e.podgorsek@elsevier.com

Recording & slides available at:

https://www.elsevier.com/de-de/solutions/scopus/scopus-bootcamp-webinare

http://Recordinghttps:/www.elsevier.com/de-de/solutions/scopus/scopus-bootcamp-webinare

