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The recent draft Standards of Proficiency for Registered Nurses issued by the UK Nursing 
and Midwifery Council (NMC) states that:  
 

“Registered nurses provide care to people at every stage of life across all care 
settings. They work in the context of continual change, challenging environments, 
growing diversity and rapidly evolving technologies. It is therefore essential that they 
are equipped with the knowledge, confidence and transferrable skills needed to 
respond to these demands. (NMC 2017, p.3)” 

 
This statement raises an issue for educators, not only in the UK, about preparing nurses so 
that they can meet the demands of providing 21st century healthcare practice. In particular, 
we need to dismantle the boundaries created between theory and practice-based education 
domains, that act as barriers to the learning and synthesis of cognitive competence 
(knowledge), functional competence (skills), and ethical competence (practicing within legal 
& professional codes of conduct) (Weeks et al 2017).  
 
The seminar explores an integrated nursing competence model that shifts the pedagogical 
emphasis from reductionism to holism (see Weeks et al 2017). The model supports learning 
by promoting facilitation of boundary-crossing between the theory-dominated world of the 
classroom and the situated-world of clinical nursing practice. This NETNEP seminar builds 
on the Nurse Education in Practice - Safety in Numbers eSeries, which centred on 
development and assessment of competence in nursing numeracy 
(http://www.nurseeducationinpractice.com/content/safety ).  
 
Aims 
 
The NETNEP seminar will engage attendees in: 
 

I. Exploring and evaluating the design features of the integrated nursing competence 
model. 

II. Exploring the reciprocal relationship between development of competence in nursing 
numeracy and wider nursing competence. 

III. Exploring an example of how technology enhanced boundary objects (TEBO) assist 
in supporting learning through facilitating boundary-crossing between the ordered 
and abstract world of nursing mathematics and the messy situated-world of nursing 
numeracy and drug dosage calculation 
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