Guide for Authors - Sensors and Actuators B

Sensors & Actuators, B: Chemical is an interdisciplinary journal dedicated to cov-
ering research and development in the field of chemical sensors, actuators, mi-
cro- and nanosystems.

The scope of the journal encompasses, but is not restricted to, the following ar-
eas:

e Sensing principles and mechanisms

e New materials development (transducers and sensitive/recognition compo-
nents)

e Fabrication technology including nanotechnology

e Actuators

e Optical devices

¢ Electrochemical devices

e Mass-sensitive devices

e Gas sensors

¢ Biosensors

¢ Bio-MEMS

¢ Analytical microsystems

e Environmental

e Process control

e Biomedical applications

e Signal processing

e Sensor and sensor-array chemometrics

MTAS - Micro Total Analysis Systems Microsystems for the generation, handling
and analysis of (bio)chemical information. The special section of Sensors & Actua-
tors, B: Chemical on pTAS is dedicated to contributions concerning miniaturised
systems for (bio)chemical synthesis and analysis, also comprising work on Bio-
MEMS, Lab-on-a-chip, biochips and microfiuidics.

Topics covered by the uTAS section include:
e Lab-on-a-chip

¢ Physics and chemistry of microfluidics

¢ Microfabrication technology for pTAS

¢ Analytical chemical aspects

e Detectors, sensors, arrays for uTAS

e UTAS applications

¢ DNA analysis

e Microinstrumentation

e Microsystems for combinatorial chemistry

Types of contribution

The journal publishes research papers, letters to the Editors and occasionally re-
view articles. Short reports on current research can be submitted as a letter to
the Editors. These should not exceed 2000 words or 4 printed pages. All papers
will be reviewed by at least two independent referees. For all contributions the
acceptance criteria are quality, originality, and scientific and technological rele-



vance to the field. An adequate referencing to the state-of-the-art is essential. All
contributions must be written in English.

Submission of Contributions

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published
previously (except in the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture or
academic thesis), that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that
its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsi-
ble authorities where the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, it will not be
published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in any other language, with-
out the written consent of the Publisher.

Online Submission of Papers

Submission to this journal proceeds totally online. Use the following guidelines to
prepare your article. Via the "Elsevier Editorial System" page of this journal
(http://ees.elsevier.com/snb) you will be guided stepwise through the creation
and uploading of the various files. The system automatically converts source files
to a single Adobe Acrobat PDF version of the article, which is used in the peer-
review process. Please note that even though manuscript source files are con-
verted to PDF at submission for the review process, these source files are needed
for further processing after acceptance. All correspondence, including notification
of the Editor’s decision and requests for revision, takes place by e-mail and via
the author’s homepage, removing the need for a hard-copy paper trail.

The above represents a very brief outline of this form of submission. It can be
advantageous to print this "Guide for Authors" section from the site for reference
in the subsequent stages of article preparation.

Manuscript Preparation

General

All papers should be concisely written. Papers should be written in English
(American or British spelling but with use of only one form in the same paper).
The author should remember that the journal is international and read widely by
those whose first language may be other than that in which the paper is written.
Clarity and precision are best achieved by the use of short words and simple sen-
tences. Papers which do not satisfy the English language requirements will not be
accepted.

Authors who require information about language editing and copyediting services
pre- and post-submission please visit
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/authorshome.authors/languagepolishing or
contact authorsupport@elsevier.com for more information. Please note Elsevier
neither endorses nor takes responsibility for any products, goods or services of-
fered by outside vendors through our services or in any advertising. For more in-
formation please refer to our Terms & Conditions
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/termsconditions.cws home/termsconditions

When submitting their paper authors are requested to provide names and ad-
dresses of at least three competent referees, although the choice of referees
used will be made by the editor.

Formats

We accept most wordprocessing formats, but Word, WordPerfect or LaTeX is pre-
ferred. Always keep a backup copy of the electronic file for reference and safety.
Save your files using the default extension of the program used.


http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/authorshome.authors/languagepolishing
mailto:authorsupport@elsevier.com
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/termsconditions.cws_home/termsconditions

The typescript should be in double-spaced typing on pages of uniform size with a
wide margin on the left. This applies also to tables, legends for illustrations, ref-
erences and footnotes. The margin and double spacing greatly facilitate editorial
processing. Each table should be typed on a separate page, and the legends to
illustrations should be typed in sequence on a separate page, widely spaced.
Some flexibility of presentation will be allowed, but authors are urged to arrange
the subject matter clearly and logically under such headings as Introduction,
Experimental, Results, Discussion, etc.

Title

Papers should be headed by a concise but informative title. This should be fol-
lowed by the names of the authors and by the name and address of the labora-
tory in which the work was performed. If the address of the author at the time
when the paper will appear will be other than that where the work was carried
out, this may be stated in a footnote. Acknowledgements for financial support
should not be made by a footnote to the title or name of the author but should be
included in Acknowledgements at the end of the paper.

Abstract

All papers should have an Abstract on a separate sheet. The abstract (preferably
50-200 words) should comprise a brief and factual account of the contents and
conclusions of the paper as well as an indication of any new information pre-
sented and its relevance. Complete sentences should be used, without unfamiliar
abbreviations or jargon. The use of the present tense is customary.

Keywords
Authors are requested to provide 4 to 6 keywords. These should follow the Ab-
stract.

Introduction
All papers should have a short Introduction. This should state the reasons for
the work, with brief reference to previous work on the subject.

References

The references should be numbered consecutively throughout the text and should
be collected together in a reference list (headed References) at the end of the
paper. The list of references should be given on a separate sheet of the manu-
script.

Footnotes and legends should not include bibliographic material, and reference
lists should not include material that could more appropriately appear as a foot-
note. When appropriate, authors may refer to material available on the World
Wide Web by citing the corresponding URL. Authors should ensure that every ref-
erence appearing in the text is in the list of references and vice versa. Numerals
for references are enclosed in square brackets in the text, e.g., [1]; numerals re-
ferring to equations are enclosed in parentheses.

The abbreviated titles of periodicals should conform to standard abbreviations
such as those given in the INSPEC

Science Abstracts Lists of Journals, regularly appearing in Electrical and Electron-
ics Abstracts.

In the reference list, periodicals [1], books [2], multi-author books [3] and con-
ference proceedings [4] should be cited in accordance with the following exam-
ples.

[1] C. di Natale, F.A.M. Davide, A. D'Amico,W. Gopel, U.Weimar, Sensor array
calibration with enhanced neural networks, Sens. Actuators, B, Chem 18-19
(1994) 654-657.

[2] A. Nadai, Theory of Flow and Fracture of Solids, vol. 1, 2nd ed., McGraw-Hill,



New York, 1950, p. 350.

[3] B. Danielsson and K. Mosbach, in: K. Mosbach (Ed.), Methods in Enzymology,
vol. 137, Academic Press, New York, 1988, pp. 181-197 (Chapter 16).

[4] K.E. Petersen, Silicon sensor technologies, Tech. Digest, IEEE Int. Electron
Devices Meet., Washington, DC, USA, Dec. 2-7, 1985.

A reference to "to be published in [title of periodical]" or "in press" implies that
the paper has already been accepted for publication. A name appearing in the
text which refers to a person as originator of an unpublished idea is listed in the
References as a "personal communication". In the text an author's name is given
without initials except where it is wished to avoid confusion with namesakes.
When reference is made to a publication written by more than two authors it is
preferable to give only the first author's name in the text followed by et al or the
name of one of the authors followed by 'and coworkers'. In the list of references
the names and initials of all authors must be given.

This journal should be cited as Sensors and Actuators B, Chemical .

Tables

Careful thought should be given to the layout of tables (and figures) so that the
significance of the results may be quickly grasped by the busy reader. It should
also be remembered that the length of a printed page is always greater than its
width. Tables with only two or three headings are best printed horizontally.

Tables are to be numbered serially with arabic numerals, and should have head-
ings which make their general meaning understandable without reference to the
text. The units in which results are expressed should be given in parentheses at
the top of each column and should not be repeated on each line of the table.
Footnotes should be indicated by the use of lower case letters (a, b, c, etc.) as
superscripts without parentheses.

Illustrations

Original line drawings and cyclic or aromatic chemical formulae should be in a
form suitable for direct reproduction, prepared with a good contrast (i.e. black on
a white background). Photographs and electronmicrographs should be black and
white glossy prints and as rich in contrast as possible. Where magnifications are
concerned, it is preferable to indicate the scale by means of a ruled line on the
photograph. There is no need to specify reductions for figures; however, figures
will generally be reduced in size before printing and authors are urged to ensure
that any lettering is sufficiently large (minimum height 3-5 mm) to remain legi-
ble. Care should be taken when submitting computer graphics to ensure that la-
belling is of sufficient size and quality. All illustrations should preferably require
the same degree of reduction and be submitted on paper of the same size, or
smaller than the main text to prevent damage in transit. Legends to illustrations
should be typed in sequence on a separate page or pages and be understandable
without reference to the text. All illustrations should be clearly referred to in the
text using arabic numerals.

Colour Illustrations

Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable format (TIFF, EPS or MS
Office files) and with the correct resolution. If, together with your accepted arti-
cle, you submit usable colour figures then Elsevier will ensure, at no additional
charge, that these figures will appear in colour on the Web (e.g., ScienceDirect
and other sites) regardless of whether or not these illustrations are reproduced in
colour in the printed version. For colour reproduction in print, you will receive in-
formation regarding the costs from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article.
Please indicate your preference for colour in print or on the Web only. For further
information on the preparation of electronic artwork, please see
http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork.



http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork

Please note: Because of technical complications which can arise by converting
colour figures to “grey scale” (for the printed version should you not opt for col-
our in print) please submit in addition usable black and white versions of all the
colour illustrations.

Supplementary data

Elsevier accepts supplementary material to support and enhance your scientific
research. Supplementary files offer the author additional possibilities to publish
supporting applications, movies, animation sequences, high-resolution images,
background datasets, sound clips and more. Supplementary files supplied will be
published online alongside the electronic version of your article in Elsevier Web
products, including ScienceDirect: http://www.sciencedirect.com. In order to en-
sure that your submitted material is directly usable, please ensure that data is
provided in one of our recommended file formats. Authors should submit the ma-
terial in electronic format together with the article and supply a concise and de-
scriptive caption for each file. For more detailed instructions please visit our art-
work instruction pages at the Author Gateway at
http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork.

Biography

A short biography of the author(s) should follow the References. It should
cover such information as the author(s) degree(s), where and in what year they
were obtained, present employment, and current fields of interest. Photographs
are optional.

Submission of electronic text

Symbols, formulae and equations

Symbols, formulae and equations should be written with great care, capitals and
lower case letters being distinguished where necessary. Also a clear distinction in
typewritten text should be made between the figure 1 (one) and the lower case |
(ell), the letters "o" and zero, "k" and kappa, "u" and mu, "v" and nu, and "n" and
eta. Particular care should be taken in writing mathematical expressions contain-
ing superscripts and subscripts. Greek letters and unusual symbols employed for
the first time should be defined by name in the left-hand margin. The solidus /
may be used in equations to economize vertical space but its use should be con-
sistent.

For example:
A/b=x*/(u+v)?

It is recommended that natural logarithms should be denoted by In while decade
logarithms should be denoted by Ig.

Exponentials are better written as exp(a) than ea. The multiplication sign should
be used in floating point numbers to

avoid confusion, i.e., 4.25 x 10°, not 4.25.10°. The decimal point should always
be denoted by a full stop.
Abstracting Services

This journal is cited by the following Abstracting Services: Analytical Abstracts,
Cambridge Scientific Abstracts, Chemical Abstracts, Compendex, Computer and
Control Abstracts, Current Contents, EIC/Intelligence, Electrical and Electronic
Abstracts, Engineered Materials Abstracts, FIZ Karlsruhe, Metals Abstracts, PAS-


http://www.sciencedirect.com/
http://authors.elsevier.com/

CAL/CNRS, Physics Abstracts, Science Citation Index, The Engineering Index An-
nual, The Engineering Index Monthly.

Spellings used for some common words

Aging
Antireflection
Artifact
bandbending
bandgap
bandwidth
co-evaporate
cross section
cross-sectional
crosstalk
feedback (adj.)
flat-band (adj.)
Gaussian
Kirchhoff
Lifetime
Linewidth
Microelectronics
micromechanics
midpoint
multilayer
multi-target

non-crystalline
n-type (adj.)
open-circuit (adj.)
photoemission
photogenerate
photoresist
p-type (adj.)
printout

readout
reverse-bias (adj.)
rod-like (adj.)
semicontinuous
short-circuit (adj.)
single-crystal (adj.)
stepwise
submicron
thermoelectric
ultrahigh
waveband
waveform
wavelength
wavenumber

Proofs

One set of page proofs in PDF format will be sent by e-mail to the corresponding
author (if we do not have an e-mail address then paper proofs will be sent by
post). Elsevier now sends PDF proofs which can be annotated; for this you will
need to download Adobe Reader version 7 available free from
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html. Instructions on how to
annotate PDF files will accompany the proofs. The exact system requirements are



http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html

given at the Adobe site:
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/acrrsystemregs.html#70win.

If you do not wish to use the PDF annotations function, you may list the correc-
tions (including replies to the Query Form) and return to Elsevier in an e-mail.
Please list your corrections quoting line number. If, for any reason, this is not
possible, then mark the corrections and any other comments (including replies to
the Query Form) on a printout of your proof and return by fax, or scan the pages
and e-mail, or by post.

Please use this proof only for checking the typesetting, editing, completeness and
correctness of the text, tables and figures. Significant changes to the article as
accepted for publication will only be considered at this stage with permission from
the Editor. We will do everything possible to get your article published quickly and
accurately. Therefore, it is important to ensure that all of your corrections are
sent back to us in one communication: please check carefully before replying, as
inclusion of any subsequent corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is
solely your responsibility. Note that Elsevier may proceed with the publication of
your article if no response is received.

Electronic Offprints (E-offprints)

The corresponding author, at no cost, will be provided with a PDF file of the arti-
cle via e-mail or, alternatively, 25 free paper offprints. The PDF file is a water-
marked version of the published article and includes a cover sheet with the jour-
nal cover image and a disclaimer outlining the terms and conditions of use.

Copyright

Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to sign a “Journal Publishing
Agreement” (for more information on this and copyright see
http://authors.elsevier.com). Acceptance of the agreement will ensure the widest
possible dissemination of information. An e-mail (or letter) will be sent to the cor-
responding author confirming receipt of the manuscript together with a ‘Journal
Publishing Agreement’ form.

If excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the author(s) must obtain
written permission from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the arti-
cle. Elsevier has preprinted forms for use by authors in these cases: contact El-
sevier’s Rights Department, Oxford, UK: phone (+44) 1865 843830, fax (+44)
1865 853333, e-mail permissions@elsevier.com. Requests may also be com-
pleted online via the Elsevier homepage
(http://www.elsevier.com/locate/permissions).

For enquiries relating to the submission of articles (including electronic submis-
sion) please visit Elsevier's Author Gateway at http://authors.elsevier.com. The
Author Gateway also provides the facility to track accepted articles and set up e-
mail alerts to inform you of when an article's status has changed, as well as de-
tailed artwork guidelines, copyright information, frequently asked questions and
more.

Contact details for questions arising after acceptance of an article, especially
those relating to proofs, are provided after registration of an article for publica-
tion. Additional information on the journal may be found on the Elsevier web site
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/snb. For specific enquiries on the preparation of
electronic artwork, Author Frequently Asked questions and any other enquiries
relating to Elsevier, please consult the Author Gateway at
http://authors.elsevier.com.

Sensors and Actuators B: Chemical has no page charges

For any further information please contact the Author Support Depart-
ment at authorsupport@elsevier.com.
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