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Submission:    All papers should be submitted on-line via:  http://ees.elsevier.com/ijpara
  

General enquiries prior to submission should be directed to the Editorial Office:  editor@IJP.org.au  
  

Prior to submitting a paper it is best to prepare information and a set of files for submission.  These files together with 
preferred file types are listed below.  The final pdf should be no larger than 5 mb.  Formatting and style issues are listed 
further below:  
  

Required Information:    
 • Name, affiliation, email, telephone and fax numbers and mail address information for one corresponding 

author.  This must be the same person nominated as corresponding author on the manuscript title page and 
this person must submit the manuscript on-line.  

 • Name and affiliations of all other authors.  
 • The type of paper you are submitting (Research paper or Rapid Communication).  
 • (Note:  Current Opinions and Invited Reviews are by invitation only)  

 
  

Files: Submission files should be arranged in the following order prior to pdf conversion by the system.  
Author agreement (optional at submission, mandatory with or before revision).  
Cover letter is mandatory for all submissions and should address the novelty, significance and implications of the 
work. 
Graphical abstract: Authors should supply a thumbnail image for all types of manuscripts. Articles accepted for 
publication will be featured via a copy of the article abstract together with a thumbnail image to direct people to the 
manuscript. An image that serves to illustrate the theme of the paper is desired. It can be a figure from the paper or a 
related image that typifies the content of the paper. Authors must supply the thumbnail image separately as an 
electronic file. The maximum final dimensions of the thumbnail image will be 5 cm x 5 cm. Please consider readability 
after reduction, especially if using one of the figures from the article itself.  
Manuscript containing (in order) Title, Authors and addresses, Corresponding Author and address, Abstract, 

Keywords. In numbered sections: 1. Introduction; 2. Materials and methods; 3. Results;   
4. Discussion; then Acknowledgements; References; Legends to Figures.   

Tables with their legends (in separate or combined files, numbered, in order).  
Figures (in separate files); preferred formats:  JPEG, EPS or PDF.  
Supplementary and multimedia files.  

  

For the text: The preferred text format is Microsoft Word.  The title page, abstract and text should be formatted with line 
numbers.  In Word, go to file/page setup/layout/line numbers.  Click on ‘add line numbering’, then click on ‘continuous’ then 
‘OK’ and ‘OK’ again.  The manuscript should be formatted to A4 size paper, in English, double spaced and with 2 cm margins.   
  

Author agreements: The electronic submission should be followed by a letter including the manuscript title, author names, a 
statement confirming that each author has read the manuscript and accepts responsibility for its contents, a statement of 
financial or other relationship that might lead to a conflict of interests, together with the signatures of all authors.  This letter 
should be faxed or e-mailed to:  
  

Editor-in-Chief, International Journal for Parasitology  
Fax:  +61 (0) 3 5256 1396;  E-mail:  editor@IJP.org.au  
  

During submission you will also have to agree to an “Ethics in Publishing” document.  
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General.  The journal publishes the results of high quality original research in all aspects of basic and applied parasitology, 
ranging from parasites and host-parasite relationships of intrinsic biological interest to those of social and economic 
importance in human and veterinary medicine and agriculture.  Original research includes the development of new concepts 
and techniques, as well as experimental and observational science.  Because of its breadth of discipline coverage, the aims 
and significance of all contributions should be made clear to readers who are not expert in the particular subject of papers.  In 
applied parasitology, it will tend to favour contributions of broader significance to the subject rather than narrow, highly 
specialised applications. Submitted manuscripts are first reviewed by a specialist editor to assess significance and general 
suitability for the journal. Approximately half of all submissions progress to peer review.    
There are no page or submission charges.  Twenty-five free reprints will be provided.  
  

There are two types of papers, structured as follows:  
  

Original Research Papers 
  

Title page.  Contains the title, authors’ names, addresses, name and contact details of the corresponding author.  
  

Abstract.  The second page contains an Abstract of not more than 300 words in a single paragraph.  At the foot of this 
page a list of up to 8 Index Keywords should be provided.   
  

Text.  (see sections above) In addition to major headings two forms of subheadings are used: (a) the numbered italicised 
side subheading referring to several paragraphs; (b) the italicised paragraph subheading at the beginning of a single 
paragraph used only in Materials and methods.   
  

Rapid Communications 
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The journal offers particularly rapid publication of highly significant findings.  The covering letter must contain an 
explanation as to why the work is of such significance to justify publication as a Rapid Communication.  Authors are 
encouraged to contact the Editor-in-Chief prior to submission to see if their paper merits rapid publication and the final 
decision on acceptance will be influenced not only by scientific assessment but also by considerations of priority and 
suitability for this section of the Journal.  Articles will be limited to 4,000 words and not more than four display items 
(figures or tables).  The article must not be preliminary but will describe significant and substantial new findings, be 
complete in itself and not be published at a later date in greater detail.  The typescript should be marked "RAPID 
COMMUNICATION" on the top left-hand corner of the title page.  The first page should show title, author and address 
details.  A short Abstract of not more than 100 words in the same style as for full papers plus up to six Keywords should 
follow. The text of the paper is next, written with a minimum number of paragraphs and no headings.  Not more than 20 
essential references should be given.  Other instructions are the same as those for full papers.  

  

Acknowledgements.  Authors should provide confirmation of consent from persons acknowledged in manuscripts eg. 
personal communications.  This can be provided in a covering letter or by e-mail to the editorial office.  
  

References.  Correct references are the responsibility of the author.  Please ensure that all references cited in the 
text are included in the reference list.  References in the text start with the name of the author(s), followed by the 
publication date in brackets, e.g. 'Combes (2001) has shown the importance of ...', or '... has been described (Combes, 2001; 
Kumar et al., 2004) ...', using date order.  More than one paper from the same author in the same year must be identified by 
the letters a, b, c, etc., placed after the year of publication.  In the text, when referring to a work by two authors, use (Sangster 
and Dobson, 2002) or for more than two authors, the name of the first author should be given followed by et al.  There is an 
output style available for EndNote.  Please refer to the EndNote website or contact the Editorial Office for a copy of this style 
file.  
The references in the reference list should be in alphabetical order.  References to journal articles should contain names and 
initials of all author(s), year of publication, article title, abbreviation of the name of the journal according to the List of Serial 
Title Word Abbreviations (International Serials Data System, 20, rue Bachaumont, 75002 Paris, France. ISBN 2-904938-02-
8), volume number and page numbers.    
Unpublished data, personal communications and papers "in preparation" or "submitted", abstracts (whether published or not) 
and theses should not be listed in the references (but may be incorporated at the appropriate place in the text); work "in 
press" may be listed only if it has been accepted for publication.  Personal communications must be accompanied by a letter 
or e-mail from the named person(s) giving permission to quote such information.  References to books should also include the 
title (of series and volume), initials and names of the editor(s) and publisher and place of publication.   
Examples:   
Combes, C., 2001. Parasitism. The ecology and evolution of intimate interactions. University of Chicago Press, Chicago and London.  
Kumar, N., Cha, G., Pineda, F., Maciel, J., Haddad, D., Bhattacharyya, M.K., Nagayasu, E., 2004. Molecular complexity of sexual 
development and gene regulation in Plasmodium falciparum. Int. J. Parasitol. 34, 1451-1458.  
Pettersson, E.U., Ljunggren, E.L., Morrison, D.A., Mattsson, J.G., in press. Functional analysis and localisation of a delta-class glutathione 
S-transferase from Sarcoptes scabiei. Int. J. Parasitol.  
Sangster, N.C., Dobson, R.J., 2002. Anthelmintic resistance. In: Lee, D.L. (Ed.), The biology of nematodes. Taylor and Francis, London and 
New York, pp. 531-567.  
  

Tables.  These should be self-explanatory, each on a separate page with its title at the top, numbered consecutively.  There 
should be no vertical lines in tables.  Abbreviations if used at all, should be explained as footnotes identified by small 
superscript alphabetical characters.   
  

Abbreviations.  Avoid the use of abbreviations, but if necessary, authors should use the list printed at the end of these 
Instructions as a guide to those terms that need not be given in full, or define each abbreviation on first use.   
  

Figures.  Illustrations of all kinds should be listed together under "Legend to Figures" numbered consecutively and their 
positions indicated in the text.  Figures should be high quality, of an adequate size to ensure clarity, and letters and numbers 
should be at least 4 mm in height.  Magnification should be indicated by inclusion of a scale bar in the figure and its value 
should be indicated on the figure or in the legend. Each figure should be obvious from its file name.  If images have been 
altered, describe the nature of changes made and software used.  This information should be included in the ‘Materials and 
methods’ section of the manuscript.  
In general, figures will be printed and appear on electronic versions of papers in black and white.  Where appropriate, colour 
figures can be provided on the electronic version, but black and white in the printed version.  Authors should note that the 
figure legend will be the same in both versions.  While there is no charge for colour in electronic versions, there generally is a 
fee for printed colour figures.  Please contact the Editorial Office for the current policy.  
  

Supplementary files.  For non-integrated supplementary files, a footnote should be typed on the title page of the manuscript: 
“Note: Supplementary data associated with this article”.  A copy of supplementary material should be submitted at the same 
time as the manuscript.  Preferred formats are Microsoft Office for text or graphics and avi for movie files.  Maximum size of 
files is 10 MB.  Files too large to submit online should be sent to the journal office on CD.  
  

Submission of sequence data to databases.  Novel nucleotide or protein sequence data must be deposited in the 
GenBank™, EMBL or DDBJ databases and an accession number obtained before the paper can be accepted for publication.  
Submission to any one of the collaborating databanks is sufficient to ensure entry in all.  The accession number should be 
included as a footnote on the title page of the manuscript: 'Note: Nucleotide sequence data reported in this paper are 
available in the GenBank™, EMBL and DDBJ databases under the accession number(s)'.  If requested the database will 
withhold release of data until publication.  The usual method for submitting sequence data is by the World Wide Web to either 
GenBank (via BankIt: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/BankIt/ ), EMBL (via WebIn: http://www.ebi.ac.uk/subs/allsubs.html ) or to 
DDBJ (via SAKURA: http://sakura.ddbj.nig.ac.jp/ ).  Special types of submissions, such as genomes, bulk submissions, 
segmented sets, and population/phylogenetic/mutation studies, can be more easily prepared with the Sequin programme 
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(available from the above Web sites).  Authors are encouraged by the databases to update their entries as the need arises.   
  

GenBank/DNA sequence linking.  In order for automatic links to be made between papers and GenBank, authors should 
type the accession number in bold, underlined text.  Letters in the accession number should always be capitalised. (See the 
example).  When published they will appear in normal type.  
Example: "GenBank accession nos. AI631510, AI631511, AI632198, and BF223228), a B-cell tumor from a chronic lymphatic 
leukemia (GenBank accession no. BE675048), and a T-cell lymphoma (GenBank accession no. AA361117)".  
Additionally, any multiple alignments of nucleotide or protein data must be submitted to a recognised database and must also 
receive a unique accession number.  The accession number can appear in the text in the relevant section of the Results, as: 
‘Alignment files are available by anonymous FTP from FTP.EBI.AC.UK in directory/pub/databases/embl/align or via the 
EMBLALIGN database via SRS at http://srs.ebi.ac.uk ; under accession(s)‘.  The usual method for submitting alignments is by 
the World Wide Web to the European Bioinformatics Institute (via Webin-Align: http://www.ebi.ac.uk ).  Microarray data, in 
MIAME-compliant format, should be submitted to ArrayExpress (http://www.ebi.ac.uk/arrayexpress/) or GEO 
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/geo/).  Accession identifiers relating to the data should be provided in the manuscript text.  
  

Policy on bioinformatics papers. In silico analysis: The following guidelines apply to papers that exclusively use in silico 
analysis or rely heavily on this approach for analysis and conclusions. Such papers should address a significant biological 
issue or issues. Bioinformatic data should be supported by novel or published biological data. Work would typically use 
information from a number of databases and even from a number of parasite or host species and use a number of analytical 
methods. Types of "metaanalysis" are encouraged either across a wide range of parasites or, say, at a number of points in a 
metabolic or signalling pathway or an immune cascade. In silico analysis may be especially suitable for review articles.  
  

Taxonomic publications.  Taxonomic papers should be of broad interest, going beyond purely morphological descriptions 
which are best suited to specialist journals.  Examples of contributions of broader interest include description of new taxa 
which do not fit within accepted classifications, analyses which are of phylogenetic or biogeographic significance employing a 
range of analysis techniques or which include information on host-parasite relationships or deleterious effects on the host.  
Presentations which include description of new species should conform to a prescribed pattern as follows: where the new 
species name is written for the first time, "n.sp." should succeed it.  The name should be followed by: (1) a description, in 
telegraphic style, i.e. without articles and verbs, of the specific characters; accompanied by illustrations depicting the main 
differentiating characters; (2) a diagnosis, emphasising the characters of the new species or genus; (3) the details of type 
material, (host, location in host, geographic locality, collector, place of deposition and registration).  Synopses (a brief 
summary of a small taxonomic group of parasites) and checklists (a list of parasites from particular hosts in particular 
localities) are acceptable, provided species named are critically evaluated and identifications are sound.  Specimens upon 
which new host or locality records are based must be deposited in a museum or recognised collection to be available for 
further study and registration numbers must be cited.  Names, authors and years of publication of original descriptions of 
named species should be cited in the text in the manner recommended by the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature.   
  

Care of experimental animals.  It is the responsibility of authors to ensure that their practices conform with their national 
animal ethics guidelines.  Submitted papers must contain precise details on the care and use of animals and of experimental 
procedures, especially interventions such as surgery and tissue sampling, and methods of euthanasia.  Referees are asked to 
indicate whether there is any reason to consider that experimental animals were not well treated or care not taken to avoid 
distress, and papers may ultimately be rejected on such grounds.   
  

Statistical analysis.  Authors should seek advice on data analysis prior to submission.  A commentary (Morrison, D.A., 2002. 
How to improve statistical analysis in parasitology research publications. Int. J. Parasitol. 32, 1065-1070) may also be 
consulted.  Papers may be sent to referees with particular expertise in statistics and modelling.  
  

The review process.  The corresponding author, through the web access, is responsible for actions with respect to each 
paper.  E-mail prompts will be delivered only to the corresponding author.  Articles can also be tracked by the corresponding 
author via the online system.   
  

Proofs.  Page proofs for correction will be e-mailed to the corresponding author in pdf format by the Publisher.  It is the 
responsibility of the author to ensure that the proof contains no errors and any corrections are returned to the 
Publisher within 48 hours of receipt.  Only one set of changes will be made to a proof.  Authors should not correct 
changes that may have been made by the Editor-in-Chief or the Publisher to conform with required presentation, but may 
refer to them in an accompanying letter to the Production Editor.  Proofs, copyright transfers and order for reprints should be 
returned to:   
 Elsevier Ireland Ltd, Elsevier House, Brookvale Plaza, East Park, Shannon, Co. Clare, Ireland  

Tel.: +353-61-709600; fax: +353-61-709100  
  

Author Enquiries.  For enquiries relating to the submission of articles please visit the Author Gateway from Elsevier at  
http://authors.elsevier.com .    
 
STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS  (These terms need not be given in full)  
 

acquired immunodeficiency syndrome - AIDS  
adenosine diphosphate   - ADP  
adenosine monophosphate - AMP  
analysis of variance - ANOVA  

ampere  A    
adenosine 5'-triphosphate - ATP  
aqueous  aq     
  

base pair  bp  
becquerel  Bq  
bovine serum albumin  BSA  
  
central nervous system CNS  
cerebrospinal fluid  CSF  
chi-squared (statistics)  X 2  
coulomb  C  
counts min-1, counts s-1  c.p.m, c.p.s.  
cyclic 3’,5’-adenosine monophosphate - cAMP  
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cyclic guanosine monophosphate - cGMP  
  
dalton (use for molecular mass)  Da   
deoxyribonucleic acid  DNA  

copy  cDNA  
recombinant  recDNA  

deoxyribonucleotide triphosphate - dNTP  
deoxyuridine triphosphate - dUTP  
4',6-diamidino-2-phenylindole - DAPI  
dimethyl sulfoxide - DMSO  
dithiothreitol - DTT  
Dulbecco’s Modified Eagle Medium - DMEM  
  
enzyme-linked immunosorbent  assay  ELISA  
enzyme unit (international)  U  
ethylenediaminetetra-acetic acid  EDTA  
ethylene glycol-bis(2-aminoethylether)-N,N,N',N'-
tetraacetic acid - EGTA  
  
fluorescein isothiocyanate - FITC  
foetal calf serum  FCS  
Freund's complete adjuvant  FCA  
  
glutathione-S-transferase - GST  
gram  g  
gravitational field (centrifuging)  g  
green fluorescent protein - GFP  
guanosine triphosphate - GTP  
  
haematoxylin and eosin  H & E  
haemoglobin  Hb  
hertz  Hz  
high-performance liquid chromatography  HPLC  
hour  h   
human immunodeficiency virus - HIV  
  
immunoglobulins  IgA, IgD, IgE, IgG, IgM  
indirect immunofluorescence antibody test  IFAT  
interferon γ  IFNγ  
interleukin  IL (IL1, IL2 etc)  
international unit  i.u.  
intramuscular  i.m.  
intraperitoneal  i.p.  
intravenous  i.v.  
isoelectric point  pl  
isotopes – [

32
P], [

35
S], etc.  

  
joule  J  
  
larval stages (nematodes)  L1, L2 etc  
liquid chromatography tandem mass spectrometry 
– LC/MS-MS  
litre  L   
  
matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization-time of 
flight-mass spectrometry – MALDI-TOF-MS  
mega (prefix)  M   
metre  m   
minute (time)  min  
molar (concentration)  M or mol L-1  
mole  mol  
molecular mass (relative)  Mr  
molecular weight  mol. wt   
  
N-2-Hydroxyehtylpiperazine-N'-2-ethanesulfonic 
acid - HEPES  
nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide - NAD  

reduced - NADH  

phosphate - NADP  
reduced NAD phosphate - NADPH  

normal (concentration)  N  
not significant  NS  
number of observations (statistics)  n  
  
optical density  O.D.  
osmolar  OSM or osmol L-1  
  
packed cell volume  PCV  
parts per million  p.p.m.  
pascal  Pa  
phosphate buffered saline  PBS  
polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis  PAGE  
polymerase chain reaction  PCR  
post-infection  p.i.  
probability (significance level)  P  
  
radioimmunoassay  RIA  
relative humidity  r.h.  
relative mobility (electrophoresis)  M, Mx  
ribonucleic acid  RNA  

messenger  mRNA  
mitochondrial  mtRNA  
nuclear nRNA  
ribosomal  rRNA  
small subunit  ssrRNA  
large subunit  lsrRNA  
transfer  tRNA  

Roswell Park Memorial Institute - RPMI  
  
second (time)  s  
sodium dodecyl sulphate - PAGE  SDS-PAGE  
species (singular/plural)  sp. / spp.  
standard deviation  S.D.  
standard error of the mean  S.E.M.  
Student's t (statistics)  t  
subcutaneous  s.c.  
sum (statistics)  Σ  
  
tumour necrosis factor  TNF  
ultraviolet  u.v.  
uridine triphosphate - UTP  
  
volt  V  
volumes (abbrev after number)  vol.  
volume per volume  v/v  
watt  W  


