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The Harold Ellis Prize in Surgery 

 
 
The International Journal of Surgery awards the prestigious annual Harold 
Ellis Prize in Surgery (Est. 2003) in recognition of scientific papers judged 
to be outstanding.   
 
Terms and Conditions: 
 
A valid entry for the Harold Ellis prize must comply with all the terms and 
conditions set out below: 
 
 
• Eligibility 

 
1. All authors are invited to submit, regardless of occupation, 

professional rank or geographical location (those from non-
surgical backgrounds are also welcome to submit). 

 
2. Multi-author papers are welcome. 

 
3. Only one entry per author is permissible. 

 
4. People who have submitted in previous years (successful and 

unsuccessful) are not precluded from re-entering.  
 

5. All entries must be received by 1st February in each calendar 
year.  Entries received after this date will not be considered for 
the award in that calendar year.  

 
6. All entries must be submitted via the IJS online submission 

system http://ees.elsevier.com/ijs/.   
 

7. Entries must not be co-submitted elsewhere or have been 
previously published. 

 
8. It is imperative for author(s) to declare sources of funding for 

research and to state any conflicting interests. 
 

9. Where animal/human experimentation has been conducted, 
ethical approval must be verifiable and the judgement by the local 
ethical committee must be referred to. 
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10. For multi-author papers, each author is required to indicate their 
precise role in the research (i.e, concept, design, methods, 
practical and data collection, interpretation of results and broader 
analysis as well as the write-up). 

 
 
• Article Requirements 

 
1. The manuscript must bear relevance to an aspect of surgery, be 

this clinical, scientific, ethical, philosophical or artistic.  
 
2. A 3000 word limit applies, this excludes a compulsory abstract of 

250 words maximum.  
 

3. All articles must be written in the English language.  
 

 
• Assessment 

 
1. Each application will be assessed using a weighted scoring 

system, which includes points for originality, surgical relevance 
and the writing style adopted by the author(s).   

 
2. The evaluation of entries for the Harold Ellis Prize will be 

conducted independently in a double blind manner, by external 
assessors in conjunction with the Editorial Board. Entries will 
consequently be ranked according to their numerical score   

 
3.  The details of assessment judgements will not be disclosed and 

they will be final.  
 

 
• Prize Announcement and Award of Prize 

 
1. Participants will be notified of the result in June of each calendar 

year.       
 

2. The winning entry together with the second and third highest 
scoring articles will be published in the International Journal of 
Surgery and also made available on the website.  The author of 
the winning entry will be awarded £500 in Elsevier book 
vouchers.      

 
3. Depending on the quality of entries, the International Journal of 

Surgery reserves the right to alter the number of awards as 
deemed appropriate. 
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4. The prize will be awarded after publication of the winning paper.  
The prize value may be altered at short notice and undergoes 
annual review. 

 
 
• Right of Publication  

 
1. The International Journal of Surgery (owned by Surgical 

Associates Ltd) will automatically be granted sole publication 
rights in all languages and media for the top three papers.  

 
2. Award-winning authors must accept the possibility of editorial 

corrections and amendments to their entries prior to publication 
and will be notified in advance.   

 
 
• Mandatory Affirmation of Terms and Conditions: 

 
1. By submitting their paper, all authors are acting as guarantors for 

accuracy and legitimacy of the whole paper.  
 

2. The International Journal of Surgery reserves the right to amend 
these terms and conditions as considered necessary.  

 
 
The Editorial Board for the International Journal of Surgery reserves the 
right to change these terms and conditions without warning. 
 
 
 


