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(1) Submission of manuscripts

It is a condition of publication that all manuscripts must be written in clear and correct English and
be submitted to the Analytica Chimica Acta Web site at http://ees.elsevier.com/aca.

Each manuscript must be accompanied by a cover letter, preferably on headed paper, that explains
the analytical novelty of the research, the key findings of the research and their significance to real
sample matrices. If you are unable to provide an electronic version, please contact the editorial
office prior to submission at e-mail: aca@elsevier.com; telephone: +353 61 709635; or fax: +353
61 709111.

Authors are encouraged to identify four persons who are qualified to serve as reviewers. Authors
are requested not to suggest reviewers with whom they have a personal or professional relation-
ship, especially if that relationship would prevent the reviewer from having an unbiased opinion of
the work of the authors. A working e-mail address for each reviewer is essential for rapid review in
the event that reviewer is selected from those that are identified by the authors. You may also
select reviewers you do not want to review your manuscript, but please state your reason for doing
S0.

Manuscripts are accepted for review with the understanding that the same work has not been
published (except as an abstract, or as part of a lecture, review, or academic thesis), that it is not
under consideration for publication elsewhere, and that its submission for publication has been
approved by all of the authors and by the institution where the work was carried out; further, that
any person cited as a source of personal communications has approved such citation.

Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to transfer copyright (for more information on
copyright, see http://www.elsevier.com/copyright). This transfer will ensure the widest possible
dissemination of information. A letter will be sent to the corresponding author confirming receipt of
the manuscript. A form facilitating transfer of copyright will be provided after acceptance. If mate-
rial from other copyrighted works is included, the author(s) must obtain written permission from
the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the article. Elsevier has preprinted forms for use
by authors in these cases: contact Elsevier Global Rights Department, P.O. Box 800, Oxford OX5
1DX, UK; phone: (+44) 1865 843830, fax: (+44) 1865 853333, e-mail: permissions@elsevier.com.

(2) Types of contributions

Analytica Chimica Acta publishes original papers, and reviews dealing with every aspect of modern
analytical chemistry. Reviews are normally written by invitation of the editors, who welcome sug-
gestions for subjects. Topics should be broad enough to appeal to a wide audience. Suggestions
should be accompanied by a statement saying why the topic should be on interest to the reader-
ship of the journal and a proposed table of contents.

Note: Analytica Chimica Acta does not distinguish between papers submitted individually or via a
symposium. Consequently symposium papers are subject to the same stringent refereeing proce-
dures as other papers.

(3) Manuscript preparation

The language of the journal is English. Authors are given every latitude, consistent with clarity and
brevity, in the style and form of their papers.

Title and initial layout. All manuscripts should be headed by a concise but informative title fol-
lowed by the names of the authors and the address of the laboratory where the work was carried
out. The author to whom correspondence should be addressed must be indicated by an asterisk.
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Abstract. All papers, reviews, and Letter articles begin with an Abstract (50-250 words) which
should comprise a factual account of the contents of the paper, with emphasis on new information.
The abstract should be followed by 4-6 keywords.

Experimental. The experimental methods should be described after the introductory material.
Detailed experimental descriptions should be restricted to one section of the paper. Sufficient detail
should be given to allow any experienced worker to implement the procedures described. Proce-
dural steps should not be numbered.

Results and Discussion. These may be treated together or separately.

Conclusions. This should include key findings of the research, quantitative analytical performance
figures (if appropriate) and their significance to real sample matrices.

Acknowledgements. These should be kept as short as possible.

References. The references should be collected at the end of the paper, numbered in the order of
their appearance in the text (not alphabetically), and typed on a separate page. Titles of papers
should not be given, but all authors should be named. References given in tables should be num-
bered according to the position of the table in the text. Every reference listed must be cited in the
text. Reference numbers in the text are set in square brackets on the line.

In the list of references, the following forms should be adopted:

[1] R.D. Lowe, R.D. Snook, Anal. Chim. Acta, 250 (1991) 95.

[2] H. Grosjean, C. Houssier, in: C.W. Gehrke, K.C.T. Kuo (Eds.), Chromatography and Modification
of Nucleosides, Part A (Journal of Chromatography Library, Vol. 45A), Elsevier, Amsterdam, 1990,
p. A255.

Tables. All tables should be humbered with Arabic numerals and have brief descriptive headings;
they should be typed on separate pages. The layout should be given serious thought. Column
headings should be brief, but should include the units in parentheses, where relevant. Footnotes to
tables are denoted by superscript a, b, c... The following usage is recommended: e.g., if molar
absorptivities are listed, the heading should be (104 | mol-1 cm-1) so that a number 2.32 in the
column signifies 23 200. Alphanumeric computer output is usually unsuitable for reproduction and
should therefore be retyped and presented as tables; capitals can be used to simulate computer
output if such simulation is essential for illustration.

Computer programs. Algorithms should be described clearly and concisely by means of a suitable
algorithmic notation, although a standard high-level programming language may also be used.
Complete program listings are not normally admissible. Flow charts should be avoided in favour of
a textual or tabulated description of the program or data flow. Statements on the portability of the
software described to other computer systems, as well as on its availability to interested readers,
should be given.

Figures. Figures should be suitable for direct reproduction and as rich in contrast as possible.
Attention should be given to line thickness, lettering (which should be kept to a minimum), and
spacing on axes of graphs, to ensure suitability for reduction in size on printing. Axes of a graph
should be clearly labelled, along the axes, outside the graph itself.

All figures should be numbered with Arabic numerals, and require descriptive legends which should
be typed on a separate page of paper. Simple straight-line graphs are not acceptable, because they
can readily be described in the text by means of an equation or a sentence. Claims of linearity
should be supported by regression data that include slope, intercept, standard deviations of the
slope and intercept, standard error, and the number of data points; correlation coefficients are
optional.

Figures that are subdivided into subfigures should have uniform designation with lowercase letters.
For instance: 3a and 3b.

Photographs should be as rich in contrast as possible. Line diagrams are generally preferred to
photographs of equipment. Colour illustrations in print are reproduced at the author's expense.
However, if together with your accepted article, you submit usable color figures, then Elsevier will
ensure, at no additional charge, that these figures will appear in color on the Web (e.g., Science
Direct and other sites) regardless of whether these illustrations are reproduced in color in the
printed version. For color reproduction in print, you will receive information regarding the costs
from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article. For further information on the preparation of
electronic artwork, please see http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.
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[Please note: Because of technical complications that can arise in converting color figures to "gray
scale" (for the printed version should you not opt for color in print), please submit in addition
usable black-and-white files corresponding to all the color illustrations.]

Nomenclature, abbreviations, and symbols.
Please use L for litres. Always leave a space between units and use superscripts rather than /. For
instance: use mg mL™ and not mg/ml. Do not use ppm or ppb to denote solid/liquid concentra-
tions.
Do not use abbreviations in the title or keywords. Define abbreviations that are not standard in this
field at their first occurrence in both the abstract and the main text. Ensure consistency of abbre-
viations throughout the remainder of the manuscript.
In all other cases, the recommendations of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry
(IUPAC) should be followed, and attention should be given to the recommendations of the Analyti-
cal Chemistry Division in the journal Pure and Applied Chemistry (see also IUPAC Compendium of
Analytical Nomenclature, Definitive Rules, 1987).

Preparation of supplementary data. Elsevier accepts supplementary material to support and
enhance your scientific research. Supplementary files offer the author additional possibilities to
publish supporting applications, movies, animation sequences, high-resolution images, background
datasets, sound clips and more. Supplementary files supplied will be published online alongside the
electronic version of your article in Elsevier Web products, including ScienceDirect:
http://www.sciencedirect.com. In order to ensure that your submitted material is directly usable,
please ensure that data is provided in one of our recommended file formats. Authors should submit
the material in electronic format together with the article and supply a concise and descriptive
caption for each file. For more detailed instructions please visit our artwork instruction pages
http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.

(4) Procedure after acceptance

A set of proofs will be sent to the corresponding author to be carefully checked for errors. Correc-
tions must be restricted to instances in which the proof is at variance with the manuscript. We shall
be obliged to make a charge for all "extra' corrections at a rate in accordance with their cost to us.
To ensure fastest possible publication, proofs are sent to authors by e-mail, and corrections must
be returned to the publisher also by e-mail. If corrections are not returned, the article will be
passed for publication with in-house corrections only. Authors of Letters will not receive proofs;
proofing will be done in-house in order to speed up publication.

(5) Author benefits

There are no page charges. The corresponding author, at no cost will be provided with a PDF file of
the article via e-mail or, alternatively, 25 free paper offprints. The PDF file is a watermarked version
of the published article and includes a cover sheet with the journal cover image and a disclaimer
outlining the terms and conditions of use.

(6) Further information
Desk editorial address for 'after-acceptance' correspondence Elsevier Ireland, Elsevier House,

Brookvale Plaza, East Park, Shannon, Co Clare. Tel: +353 (61) 709600; Fax: +353 (61) 709100. E-
mail: aca@elsevier.com
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