BOOK PROPOSAL QUESTIONNAIRE

Developments in Soil Science

We request potential Authors or Volume Editors to complete  the following: a paragraph to a page is required under each heading. Sections 6 and 7 should be longer.

1. Title and Authors or Volume Editors:


A clear and concise title, preferably less than 8 words, and the list and affiliation of Authors or Volume Editors.

2. Prospectus:


This section should spell out a clear motivation for the book, and should clearly answer the question, ‘why is this book being written?’


How does the book fit into the existing field of study?


Is it a new synthesis of an existing subject?


Is it a new book on a new subject?

3. Potential Readership & Factors Affecting the Market:


List the potential readership (might include senior undergraduate and graduate coursework students, researchers, commercial etc.).  The principal disciplines may be e.g. agronomy, soils science, environmental science, Geographic Information System etc.


What journals do they read?


What conferences do they attend?


What is the potential market for this book? Undergraduates or postgraduates, researchers, disciplines, the general public etc. Give some quantitative evidence of the interest in the subject, e.g., growth in the number of publications, conferences, research funding, public interest etc.


Is there anything special about this book?


Does it contain new examples, good illustrations, colour plates etc?

4. Competition:


Give an analysis and list of competing books. Give reasons why you think there is still a niche for this book.

5. Manuscript Preparation:


The text should be produced  according to Elsevier’s guidelines for electronic manuscripts (compuscripts). The URL to the Author Gateway is http://authors.elsevier.com,  book publishing, compuscripts.  Book format for volumes in the series is 16.5 cm x 24 cm.


The text should be laid out using the style of Geoderma for numbering, headings, tables, figures and references.


How large will the text be in numbers of pages, diagrams and photographs, tables, boxes and plates?  Please note that Elsevier’s desired minimum for volumes appearing in series is 300 printed pages.  A printed text page for volumes appearing in the series will contain approximately 570 words.  


When will the book be complete?

6. Table of Contents:


(This section should be quite detailed). Give a complete Table of Contents including all the chapters and subsections. Provide a one paragraph synopsis of each chapter.

For edited volumes with Contributing Authors, please include authors' affiliations and clearly indicate those who have agreed to contribute a paper or chapter.
7. Curricula Vitae:


For each Author or Volume Editor please provide a one-page curriculum vitae. List any other current book projects. For each Author or Volume Editor provide a full list of publications concentrating on published books and reports and papers in refereed international scientific journals. If the authors are not native-English speakers evidence of excellence in the English language should be provided.

PLEASE SUBMIT THE COMPLETED BOOK PROPOSAL QUESTIONNAIRE TO ONE OF THE SERIES EDITORS:

Dr A.E. Hartemink

International Soil Reference and Information Centre (ISRIC)

ICSU World Data Centre for Soils

PO Box 353, 6700 AJ Wageningen, The Netherlands

Phone ++31 317 471 713; Fax ++ 31 317 471 700

www.isric.org
Email:  Alfred.Hartemink@wur.nl
Prof. Alex. McBratney PhD DSc

Professor of Soil Science

Faculty of Agriculture, Food & natural Resources

McMillan Building A05

The University of Sydney

NSW 2006

Australia

Phone +61 2 9351 3214; Fax +61 2 9351 3706

http://www.usyd.edu.au/su/agric/acpa/people/AlexMcB.htm
Email Alex.McBratney@acss.usyd.edu.au

