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The AORN Journal requires that all authors sign a declaration of conflicting interests. We will not reject 
manuscripts simply because of conflicting interest, but we will declare them to the readership. A 
conflicting interest exists when a professional judgment concerning a primary interest (such as patients’ 
welfare or the validity or interpretation of research) may be influenced by a secondary interest (such as a 
financial gain or personal rivalry). If conflicts of interest are revealed after an article is published, a 
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inclusion of a short footnote with each published article. 
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