
 
Vancouver with numbers in text    
 
Text: Indicate references by number(s) in square brackets in line with the text. The actual 
authors can be referred to, but the reference number(s) must always be given.  
 
List: Number the references (numbers in square brackets) in the list in the order in which they 
appear in the text.  
 
Examples:  
Reference to a journal publication:  
 
[1] Van der Geer J, Hanraads JAJ, Lupton RA. The art of writing a scientific article. J Sci 
Commun 2000;163:51–9.  
Reference to a book:  
[2] Strunk Jr W, White EB. The elements of style. 3rd ed. New York: Macmillan; 1979.  
Reference to a chapter in an edited book:  
[3] Mettam GR, Adams LB. How to prepare an electronic version of your article. In:  
Jones BS, Smith RZ, editors. Introduction to the electronic age. New York: E- Publishing Inc; 
1999, p. 281–304.  
 
Note shortened form for last page number. e.g., 51–9, and that for more than 6 authors  
the first 6 should be listed followed by ‘et al.’ For further details you are referred to “Uniform 
Requirements for Manuscripts submitted to Biomedical Journals” (J Am Med Assoc 
1997;277:927–34), see also http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/terms_cond.html
 
 
Embellished Vancouver with numbers in the text  
 
Text: Indicate references by superscript numbers in the text. The actual authors can be 
referred to, but the reference number(s) must always be given.  
 
List: Number the references in the list in the order in which they appear in the text.  
 
Examples:  
Reference to a journal publication:  
 
1. Van der Geer J, Hanraads JAJ, Lupton RA. The art of writing a scientific article. J Sci 
Commun 2000;163:51–9.  
Reference to a book:  
2. Strunk Jr W, White EB. The elements of style. 3rd ed. New York: Macmillan; 1979.  
Reference to a chapter in an edited book:  
3. Mettam GR, Adams LB. How to prepare an electronic version of your article. In: Jones BS, 
Smith RZ, editors. Introduction to the electronic age. New York: E- Publishing Inc; 1999, p. 
281–304.  
Note shortened form for last page number. e.g., 51–9, and that for more than 6 authors  
the first 6 should be listed followed by ‘et al.’ For further details you are referred to “Uniform 
Requirements for Manuscripts submitted to Biomedical Journals” (J Am Med Assoc 
1997;277:927–34), see also http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/terms_cond.html  
 
 
 
Vancouver: Name & year 
 



Text: All citations in the text should refer to:  
 
1. Single author: the author’s name (without initials, unless there is ambiguity) and the year of 
publication;  
 
2. Two authors: both authors’ names and the year of publication;  
 
3. Three or more authors: first author’s name followed by ‘et al.’ and the year of publication.  
Citations may be made directly (or parenthetically). Groups of references should be listed first 
alphabetically, then chronologically.  
Examples: “as demonstrated in wheat (Allan, 1996a, 1996b, 1999; Allan and Jones, 1995). 
Kramer et al. (2000) have recently shown ....”  
 
List: References should be arranged first alphabetically and then further sorted 
chronologically if necessary. More than one reference from the same author(s) in the same 
year must be identified by the letters “a”, “b”, “c”, etc., placed after the year of publication.  
 
Examples:  
Reference to a journal publication:  
Van der Geer J, Hanraads JAJ, Lupton RA. The art of writing a scientific article. J Sci 
Commun 2000;163:51–9.  
Reference to a book:  
Strunk Jr W, White EB. The elements of style. 3rd ed. New York: Macmillan, 1979.  
Reference to a chapter in an edited book:  
Mettam GR, Adams LB. How to prepare an electronic version of your article. In: Jones BS, 
Smith RZ, editors. Introduction to the electronic age. New York: E-Publishing Inc.; 1994. p. 
281–304.  
Note shortened form for last page number. e.g., 51–9, and that for more than 6 authors the 
first 6 should be listed followed by ‘et al.’ For further details you are referred to “Uniform 
Requirements for Manuscripts submitted to Biomedical Journals” (J Am Med Assoc 
1997;277:927–34), see also http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/terms_cond.html 
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