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AUTHOR GUIDELINES FOR MANUSCRIPTS FOR THE SERIAL: 
 

"THE ALKALOIDS: CHEMISTRY AND BIOLOGY" 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Welcome to “The Alkaloids: Chemistry and Biology”, the most prestigious book series 
dedicated to a group of natural products. Your willingness to prepare a chapter for the series is 
greatly appreciated.  You join a long list of leaders in the field of alkaloid research who have 
contributed their expertise and experience since the inauguration of the series in 1950.  The 
Editor and the production staff at Elsevier look forward to working with you to maintain and 
enhance the quality of the series. 

 
In discussing your contribution, a date for submission to the Editor will have been 

established, together with an approximate length of the chapter (usually a minimum of 50-70 
pages).  This set of guidelines for authors is made available to assist you in preparing your 
manuscript for submission to the Editor.  Your cooperation in adhering to the guidelines will be 
of great assistance to the Editor and the Publisher, will expedite the publication of the work, and, 
ultimately, will maintain the high quality standards of the series.  Any questions regarding the 
preparation of the manuscript can be directed to either the Editor (Dr. Geoffrey A. Cordell, 
alkaloids1@gmail.com, tel: 847-903-1886) or to the publisher (Deirdre Clark, 
d.t.clark@elsevier.com). 
 
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 

All manuscripts will be typeset to the series style from the submitted manuscript after 
review by the Editor. Authors may wish to format their manuscript according to the former series 
style (Times Roman, 12 point) to monitor the number of pages, but this is not necessary as the 
manuscript  will be typeset into a new special series-specific font.  
 
HARDWARE/SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS 
 

We accept most word-processing formats, but Word is preferred. However, it will assist 
in processing your file if you indicate which type and version of a word processing program 
used.  Standard United States spelling should be used throughout the text (see later for details). 
 
MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION 
 

Manuscripts should be submitted, by the contractual date, to the Editor, Dr. Geoffrey A. 
Cordell, Natural Products Inc., 9447 Hamlin Ave., Evanston, IL 60203, U.S.A.  Both paper 
(original and one copy) and electronic forms of the manuscript are requested.  The software 
programs used for the text and chemical structures/reaction schemes should be clearly indicated. 
 The manuscript may also be submitted electronically to the Editor at the e-mail address given 
above. 
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ABSTRACT 
 

As a new requirement, authors are asked to provide a concise and factual Abstract 
(maximum length 250 words). The abstract should briefly describe the overall content of the 
chapter and outline the main discussion. The Abstract will be provided free to readers in the 
online version of the volume so that the contents of the chapter can be assessed.  As such, the 
Abstract should be comprehensive and readable without reference to the complete article. 
 
KEY WORDS 
 

Also as a new requirement, authors are asked to provide a maximum of 8 keywords, 
using American spelling and avoiding general and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for 
example, “and”, “of”. Be sparing with abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established in the 
field may be used. 
 
TITLE PAGE 
 

The style of the Title page is shown on the attached. 
 
1.  Title of the chapter. 

The Title of the chapter should be presented in bold, upper/lower case, in 14 point font. 
 

2.  Authors. 
Upper/lower case, bold face.  In the event of a multiple author chapter, the corresponding 

author should be indicated by an * with an explanatory designation as a footnote (see example). 
 

3.  Affiliation(s). 
The affiliations of the authors should be given, upper/lower case, as a footnote at the 

bottom of the title page. The affiliation must be the accurate and an official institutional listing.  
Please include the department, the institution, and the location (city, state, and country).  Also 
include the zip code or other postal area code, but not a P.O. Box number or street address. If an 
author changes institutional affiliation during the time that the work is being published, this 
information should be given as a present address footnote on the first page of the manuscript. 
 
CONTENT LIST 
 

A list of the first and second heading levels is included, together with an indication of 
any acknowledgments and the references.  Page numbers will be added by the Publisher at the 
time of final page proofs. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
HEADING LEVELS AND STYLE 
 

For the serial, the subheadings should be labeled in the outline style, as follows: 
 

      
I.  INTRODUCTION 
A. Isolation 
1  Alkaloids from Skytanthus acutus 
a.  Skytanthine and related alkaloids.    
 

Only level 1 and 2 headings are included at the beginning of the chapter in the Contents 
section 
 
I.  The First-level Head 
 
Sequentially numbered using Roman numerals,  capitals, bold face, and left justified. 
 
A.  The Second-level Head 
 
Capitals upper/lower case and left justified. 
 
1  The Third-level Head 
Sequentially numbered using Arabic numbers, in bold with capitals upper/lower case, and left 
justified. 
 
a.  The fourth- level head.  Bold letter, italicized and run into the text. 
 
 
FOOTNOTES  
 

Footnotes should be used only on the first page of the text for the affiliation(s) of the 
authors, for an indication, if necessary, of the corresponding author, and for a dedication. 

 
 

ILLUSTRATIONS 
 

Submitting your artwork in an electronic format helps us to produce your work to the 
best possible standards, ensuring accuracy, clarity and a high level of detail. 
 
General points 
• Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your original artwork. 
• Save text in illustrations as “graphics” or enclose the font.  
• Only use the Arial font in your illustrations.  Please label all figures with an Arial font. 
• Number the illustrations according to their sequence in the text. 
• Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files, and supply a separate listing of the 



files and the software used. 
• Produce images near to the desired size of the printed version. 
 
A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available on the Elsevier website: 
http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions
 
 
 
You are urged to visit this website; some excerpts from the detailed information are given 
here. 
 
Format for Submission 
Regardless of the application used, when your electronic artwork is finalized, please “save as” or 
convert the images to one of the following formats (Note the resolution requirements for line 
drawings, halftones, and line/halftone combinations given below.): 
 
EPS: Vector drawings. Embed the font or save the text as “graphics”. 
TIFF: Color or grayscale photographs (halftones): always use a minimum of 300 

dpi.  
TIFF: Bitmapped line drawings: use a minimum of 1000 dpi. 
TIFF: Combinations bitmapped line/half-tone (color or grayscale): a minimum of 

500 dpi is required. 
DOC, XLS or PPT:  If your electronic artwork is created in any of these Microsoft Office 

applications please supply “as is”. 
 
Please do not: 

• Supply embedded graphics in your word-processor (spreadsheet, presentation) document; 
• Supply files that are optimized for screen use (like GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG); the 

resolution is too low; 
• Supply files that are too low in resolution; 
• Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the content. 

 
 

Line illustrations, charts, and graphical illustrations should be submitted separately.  All 
chemical structures, reaction schemes, and Tables can be included in place within the 
manuscript. Figures will be integrated into the text prior to final printing.   

Photographs for inclusion in the serial are NOT encouraged.  Authors will be invoiced 
for extra costs associated with color. If photographs are included, enlargements on glossy paper 
should be submitted with the appropriate space left in the text for insertion by the printer.  If the 
photo was previously published in a journal or book, the original photograph should be obtained. 
 Copies of reprints are not recommended.  Photos submitted larger than 4 1/2 x 7 inches will be 
reduced to this size or smaller. 

If the photograph is magnified, include a micron rule in some portion of the illustration.  
In this way, there will be no misunderstanding regarding the magnification when the figure is 
reduced. 
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FIGURE LEGENDS 
 

The legends (Figure or Scheme) in 10 point Times New Roman font should be included 
below the respective Figure or Scheme. 

 
 

 
NUMBERING OF FIGURES, SCHEMES, AND TABLES 
 

Each Figure and Scheme should be mentioned in the text and each should be numbered in 
one sequence, using Arabic numerals, in order of their occurrence in the text. A separate 
numbering system should be used for Figures and Schemes. 

Tables should be numbered, using Roman numerals, in order of their mention in the text. 
 A brief title should be typed (capitals/lower case) directly above each table.  Any explanatory 
material essential to the understanding of the Table should be placed in footnotes to the Table. 
 
STRUCTURE FORMULAE, REACTION FORMULAE AND ARTWORK WITHIN 
TABLES 
 

Structure formulae, reaction formulae, and any artwork for tables should be submitted in 
the appropriate position on the pages. 

Structure formulae and reaction formulae must be mentioned in numerical sequence 
within the text before they appear on the page.  Structure numbers (bold), and, where appropriate 
names (not bold) must be under, or by the side of, the appropriate structure.  Structure numbers 
appear in bold in the text and in parentheses if they are following the name of a compound (e.g., 
vindoline (48)), but not if there is no name (e.g., the ester 46).  ALL structures should be 
numbered consecutively avoiding the use of suffixes (e.g. 46a). 

All artwork for Tables should be in finished form and integrated into the respective 
Table. 
 
 Chemical formulae must be presented absolutely clearly.  Substantial delay in publication 
may be caused by poor drawing. Aromatic rings must be drawn with alternate double bonds and 
conformation of single bonds shown by thickened (–) or dashed (|||) lines according to 
convention. Formulae should be numbered consecutively and individually using Arabic 
numerals. If graphics are created using ChemDraw or ISISDraw, the preferred settings are: font 
10 pt Helvetica (Arial), chain angle 120°, bond spacing 18% of length, fixed (bond) length 14.4 
pt (0.508 cm), bold width (bond thickness) 2.0 pt (0.071 cm), line width 0.6 pt (0.021 cm), 
margin width 1.6 pt (0.056 cm), and hash spacing 2.5 pt (0.088 cm). The overall size should be 
not more than  19.3 by 12.7 cm.  
 
Taxonomic Authority 
 All organisms discussed in the text should be referred to by the appropriate taxonomic 
name, written in italics.  Where ever possible, the authority for the binomial of the genus and 
species of all plants must be given at first mention according to the Index Kewensis (searchable 



online at www.ipni.org), and preferably be in the form recommended by the International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature (www.bgbm.fu-berlin.de/iapt/nomenclature/code/tokyo-
e/default.htm). Named varieties of cultivars should given, e.g. Lactuca sativa cv. Grand Rapids. 
(The official printed version of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature has been 
published as International Code of Botanical Nomenclature {Tokyo Code}. Regnum Vegetabile 
131. Koeltz Scientific Books, Königstein. ISBN 3-87429-367-X or 1-878762-66-4 or 80-
901699-l-0.).  
 
SPELLING AND TERMINOLOGY 
 

Standard United States spelling should be used throughout.  Please follow Webster's New 
International Unabridged Dictionary, 3rd Edition, for the spelling and hyphenation of words. 
 
PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL 
 

Authors who plan to use illustrations, charts, tables, or other material directly from 
previously published sources must obtain written permission from the copyright owner (usually 
the publisher) and send the letter granting this permission to Elsevier / Academic Press.  As a 
matter of courtesy, authors should also write to the author of the original material to obtain 
permission.  If any verbatim quotation of text matter amounting to more than a few words is to 
be included, permission should also be obtained. If the author uses material from their own 
published work, permission must still be obtained from the publisher. 

The source of the particular data or a quotation must always be credited, e.g. as an 
individual reference, as a footnote to a table, or in a Figure or Scheme legend. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 

The acknowledgment section is not always included.  It is used for special credit or 
acknowledgment the author wishes to give persons or institutions.  The acknowledgment head is 
treated as a first-level head.  It is not given a section number. 
 
REFERENCES 
 

The reference head is typed as an unnumbered, first-level head. 
References are cited in numerical order in the text by an Arabic numeral enclosed in 

parentheses,  and are usually located at the end of a sentence, e.g., (26).   The references are then 
listed in numerical order in the reference list.  An individual reference number should contain 
only one citation [i.e. not (26a)].  References [1-9] in the list should be indented 2 spaces from 
the margin, and references [10-99] should be indented 1 space, so that 3 digit numbers will align 
correctly.  Some reference examples follow: 
 
 
  [8] Shu-Wei Yang, "Biosynthetic Studies of Staurosporine and Metabolism Studies of 

Streptomyces staurosporeus."  Ph.D. Thesis, University of Illinois at Chicago, 1997. 
 
 



 [23] G. Blaskó and G.A. Cordell, in "The Alkaloids" (A. Brossi and M. Suffness, eds.), Vol. 
37, p. 1. Academic Press, San Diego, 1990. 

 
[165] T. M. Kutchan, H. Dittrich, D. Bracher, and M. H. Zenk, Tetrahedron 47, 5945 (1991). 
 
 

Authors should use punctuation, italic and bold face type exactly as used in the examples 
given above.  Authors are requested to check their references carefully against the original 
literature.  Secondary reference sources, such as commercial database systems or abstracting 
services, should be avoided. 

Abbreviations of titles of journals should conform with "CASSI (Chemical Abstracts 
Service Source Index," 1907-1974 Cumulative and Supplements (a publication of the Chemical 
Abstracts Service, American Chemical Society).  

http://www.cas.org/expertise/cascontent/caplus/corejournals.html 
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