
                                               
 
 
 
 
Guide for Authors  
  
All reviews and illustrations must be received by the deadline specified in your invitation letter, 
as your article will be published as part of a themed section.  Please note that your review might 
be published online, in advance of the cover date for the issue, depending on date of manuscript 
submission and the speed of the editorial and production process. Please follow these 
instructions carefully, as our editorial policy differs in important respects from that of primary 
research journals.  
  
Please contact your Content Development Manager (CDM), April Nishimura, if you have any questions; 
email a.nishimura@elsevier.com.   
 
The review  
The aim of the manuscript is to review recent articles, with particular emphasis on those articles 
published in the past two years. In addition to describing recent trends, you are encouraged to give 
your subjective opinion of the topics discussed, although you should not concentrate unduly on your 
own research. Your review should be approximately 2000 words (not including references or reference 
notes), with approximately 50 references and, as such, the review is intended to be a concise view of 
the field as it is at the moment, rather than a comprehensive overview. Our audience ranges from 
student to professor, so articles must be accessible to a wide readership. Please avoid jargon, but do 
not oversimplify: be accurate and precise throughout. Occasionally, unpublished data can be referred to, 
but only when essential and should never be used to substantiate any significant point.  
  
Please ensure that the document is typed in the following order in a single document including tables, 
boxes and figure legends (12 pt, double-spaced) with numbered pages.  
 
1. Title  
The title should be short and enticing (eight words or fewer), and should not contain abbreviations. 
Please feel free to suggest your own title. You should include a truncated form of the title (~4 words) that 
will be used at the top of each page of your article.  
 
2. Author(s)  
Please provide the names of all authors in full, including first name.  No more than five authors should 
be listed (only those who contributed to the actual writing of the manuscript, rather than members of the 
laboratory contributing to primary work).  Anyone else who contributed to the article can be thanked in 
the acknowledgements section.  
 
3. Addresses  
Include full addresses for all authors, including e-mail addresses, and nominate a corresponding author 
(usually the invited author).  
 
4. Summary of recent advances  
All reviews should be prefaced by a summary of 100–120 words. The summary is important: it should 
contain sufficient information for the reader to be able to appreciate the relevance of the full article when 
read alone. Summaries are used by abstracting services and many users of these services read only 
the summary. It should include background information and specific examples of recent advances, 
rather than promises that a particular subject „will be discussed‟ - the scope of the review should instead 
appear at the end of the introduction. References should not be included and abbreviations should be 
avoided as far as possible.  
 
5. Introduction  
The introduction should be accessible to a wide variety of scientists by avoiding the use of jargon and 
concepts not familiar to non-specialists. It should outline the time period covered and the scope of the 



review, including the importance of and rationale behind your article. The introduction should include 
only a few background references.  
 
6. Main text of review  
Use concise, logical subheadings to provide clear links between the different sections and guide the 
reader through your review. Please write all abbreviations in full on first use, and use the abbreviation 
thereafter. Any algebra should be >14pt, with variables in italics and vectors in bold.  
 
7. Conclusions  
The conclusions section should summarise the topics discussed and describe future directions, 
including the author‟s opinions, as appropriate.   
 
8. Acknowledgements  
In addition to any acknowledgement of help in the production of the manuscript, funding bodies should 
also be mentioned (please give full names rather than abbreviations), together with any relevant grant 
numbers.  
 
9. Ethics in Publishing: General Statement  
Ethics  
The Editor(s) and Publisher of this Journal believe that there are fundamental principles underlying 
scholarly or professional publishing. While this may not amount to a formal 'code of conduct', these 
fundamental principles with respect to the authors' paper are that the paper should: i) be the authors' 
own original work, which has not been previously published elsewhere, ii) reflect the authors' own 
research and analysis and do so in a truthful and complete manner, iii) properly credit the meaningful 
contributions of co-authors and co-researchers, iv) not be submitted to more than one journal for 
consideration, and v) be appropriately placed in the context of prior and existing research. Of equal 
importance are ethical guidelines dealing with research methods and research funding, including issues 
dealing with informed consent, research subject privacy rights, conflicts of interest, and sources of 
funding. While it may not be possible to draft a 'code' that applies adequately to all instances and 
circumstances, we believe it useful to outline our expectations of authors and procedures that the 
Journal will employ in the event of questions concerning author conduct.   
  
Conflicts of Interest  
The Publisher now requires authors to declare any conflicts of interest that relate to papers accepted for 
publication in this Journal. A conflict of interest may exist when an author or the author's institution has a 
financial or other relationship with other people or organizations that may inappropriately influence the 
author‟s work. A conflict can be actual or potential and full disclosure to the Journal is the safest course. 
All submissions to the Journal must include disclosure of all relationships that could be viewed as 
presenting a potential conflict of interest. The Journal may use such information as a basis for editorial 
decisions and may publish such disclosures if they are believed to be important to readers in judging the 
manuscript. A decision may be made by the Journal not to publish on the basis of the declared conflict. 
For more information, please refer to:  
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/authorshome.authors/conflictsofinterest  
 
10. References and annotations  
The reference list should not be exhaustive – simply alert the reader to the 50 most innovative recent 
papers and key reviews.  References should be numbered consecutively in the order in which they are 
cited in the text, followed by those that are only cited in the figure legends or tables.  Please ensure that 
each item in the reference list has its own number, avoiding joint references (for example, references 
[32a,32b] should be listed and cited as [32,33] and subsequent references numbered accordingly).  
Papers accepted as „in press‟ can be included (but see below).  It is possible that the review will be 
published in advance of the cover date. Please contact your CDM for exact dates if you are concerned 
about the timing of the publication.  
 
• Style  
The format for Current Opinion journals is available in Endnote 4.0. Each reference should be typed 
EXACTLY as shown in the following examples:  
  
JOURNAL  
de Alba E, Antoro J, Rico MA, Jimenez MA: De novo design of a monomeric three-stranded anti-
parallel �-sheet. Protein Sci 1999, 8:854-865.  
BOOK  
Archer MD, Barber J (Eds): Molecular to Global Photosynthesis. Imperial College Press; 2004.  
CHAPTER IN BOOK  
Barber J, Kuhlbrandt W: Photosynthesis and photoconversion. In Molecular to Global 
Photosynthesis. Edited by Archer M, Barber J. Imperial College Press; 2004:3-89.  

http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/authorshome.authors/conflictsofinterest


 
• Number of authors  
If more than eleven authors are credited for an article, please list only the first ten, then add et al.  
Please DO NOT shorten the list of authors before the cut-off of ten. Journal names should be 
abbreviated in accordance with Index Medicus.  
 
• Online journal references  
When citing online journal references, please adhere to the convention described above, inserting the 
digital object identifier (DOI) after the year.  
 
• In-text citation  
When citing references in the text, please use [square brackets] rather than (parentheses) or 
superscript1,2 to denote the citations. Please also ensure the citations are numbered and NOT Harvard 
referencing style (i.e. [Moore 1965; Myrdal 1957]).  
 
 
 
 


