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Objectives for this presentation

1. To attempt to define informatics and its 
related fields

2. To attempt to define informationist

3. To show options for those interested 
in educational opportunities in these fields



Our invitation readé.

Medical informatics is òthe study of the 
representation, processing, and 
dissemination of primary research data 
and the transformation of data into 
collaborative knowledge to support 
scientific innovation. 



Many different terms are now in use!

ÂMedical Informatics

ÂBiomedical Informatics

ÂBioinformatics

ÂHealth Informatics
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MeSH® defines it as

ÂòThe field of information science concerned 

with the analysis and dissemination of 

medical data through the application of 

computers to various aspects of health care 

and medicine.ó 

ÂYear introduced: 1987



MeSH® currently recognizes 
four sub-specialty areas

Â Information Science Category 

ÂInformation Science 

ÂInformatics 

ÂDentalInformatics 

ÂMedicalInformatics 

ÂNursingInformatics 

ÂPublic HealthInformatics

Â From the MeSH® Trees



Other sub-specialties are emergingé

Â Pathologyinformatics
Â Radiologyinformatics
Â Psychiatryinformatics
Â Primary careinformatics
Â Surgicalinformatics
Â Veterinaryinformatics
Â Consumerinformatics
Â Telemedicine [Mesh®]

Â Can be documented with journal 
articles and  professional SIGs
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The AHIMA definition

Â Informatics: A field of study that focuses on the 

use of technology for improving access to and 

utilization of information. Health informatics is 

the systematic study of information in the 

healthcare delivery systemñhow it is captured, 

retrieved, and used in making decisionsñas well 

as the tools and methods used to manage this 

information and support decisions.


