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Why do students & researchers 

need Scopus?



..college students using [general] search engines to begin an 
information search

89

11

1

2%

Source: College Students’ Perceptions of the Libraries and Information Resources: 

A Report to the OCLC Membership. Dublin, OH: OCLC, 2006.





Source: KDS, Nov 
2008 Elsevier

The Hectic Researcher’s Workflow

is 
designed 
to help 
these 
tasks





Why do researchers need  Scopus?

•“Publish or 

Perish”

Researchers

http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/English/composition/images/DSC00583.jpg
http://images.google.nl/imgres?imgurl=http://www.elementlist.com/images/lancetpic.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.elementlist.com/element/blog/2007/05/&h=580&w=459&sz=116&hl=nl&start=2&sig2=Khb3V0DuHRqHjws8ss19lg&um=1&tbnid=X7hZywqAI_suCM:&tbnh=134&tbnw=106&ei=ildSSJ-iGIeQgQK2m6G8Cg&prev=/images?q=the+lancet&um=1&hl=nl
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Life is busy. How can Scopus save me time?



Reading/usage behaviour shows 
interdisciplinary taste of researchers

Towards Usage-
based Impact 

Metrics: -
First Results 

from the 
MESUR 
Project

Authors: Johan 
Bollen, Herbert 

Van de 
Sompel, Marko 
A. Rodriguez

Published in 
Proceedings of 

the Joint 
Conference on 

Digital 
Libraries 2008 

(JCDL08), 
June 16, 2008, 

Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 

USA
(Submitted on 23 

Apr 
2008)arXiv:080

4.3791v1
[cs.DL]

http://arxiv.org/find/cs/1/au:+Bollen_J/0/1/0/all/0/1
http://arxiv.org/find/cs/1/au:+Bollen_J/0/1/0/all/0/1
http://arxiv.org/find/cs/1/au:+Sompel_H/0/1/0/all/0/1
http://arxiv.org/find/cs/1/au:+Sompel_H/0/1/0/all/0/1
http://arxiv.org/find/cs/1/au:+Sompel_H/0/1/0/all/0/1
http://arxiv.org/find/cs/1/au:+Rodriguez_M/0/1/0/all/0/1
http://arxiv.org/find/cs/1/au:+Rodriguez_M/0/1/0/all/0/1
http://arxiv.org/abs/0804.3791v1
http://arxiv.org/abs/0804.3791v1


Source: D-Lib Magazine ,November/December 2008, Volume 14 Number 11/12, ISSN 1082-9873, Tenopir and King

Researchers are having to read more than ever
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Time spent gathering and analysing information



But researchers have no time to keep on top 

of what’s out there..

because it’s an information 

ocean, 

..not a highway



Scopus: the broadest source of answers
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(100% Medline)
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> 5,000 publishers

18,242

http://www.info.scopus.com/detail/what/


Arts & Humanities in Scopus
- distribution of the new 1,250 titles per 

subject area
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Scopus provides quick, intelligent answers

Which journals 

are most 

popular in this 

area?

Who else is 

active in this 

field ? Could I 

work with 

them?

What other 

disciplines are 

related to my 

research?

Is this a 

growing 

topic of 

interest?
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Why should I use Scopus as well?
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Why would I want to use Scopus? 
Broader coverage = More answers

“The Scopus surplus” ><Arts & Humanties?

Source: http://www.jisc-adat.com/adat/search_result.pl
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Scopus Coverage per discipline

10,500 vs 17,300 Titles
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10,500 Titles in WoS and 17,300 Titles in Scopus

 Nearest Competitor
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Elsevier constitutes approximately 15% of titles in Scopus
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South Africa

1. Africa Journal of Nursing and Midwifery
2. Cardiovascular Journal of Southern Africa
3. Civil Engineering/Siviele Ingenieurswese
4. Conservation Science Western Australia
5. Curationis
6. Elektron
7. EngineerIT
8. Journal for Studies in Economics and Econometrics
9. Journal of Child and Adolescent Mental Health
10. Journal of Endocrinology, Metabolism and Diabetes of 

South Africa
11. Journal of Energy in Southern Africa
12. Journal of the Mine Ventilation Society of South Africa
13. Journal of the South African Veterinary Association
14. Koedoe
15. Marine Ornithology
16. Obstetrics and Gynaecology Forum
17. SA Waterbulletin
18. SADJ : journal of the South African Dental Association = 

tydskrif van die Suid-Afrikaanse Tandheelkundige 
Vereniging

19. Social Work/Maatskaplike Werk
20. South African Journal of Marine Science
21. South African Journal of Plant and Soil
22. South African Statistical Journal
23. Southern African Forestry Journal
24. Southern African Journal of Critical Care
25. The South African journal of communication disorders. Die 

Suid-Afrikaanse tydskrif vir Kommunikasieafwykings
26. Water, Sewage and Effluent
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Make decisions based on
accurate, relevant, and truly global information

Due to broader coverage of 
important regional journals Scopus 
captures 12% more output from 
researchers in RSA. Equivalent to 
6,000 items during this 9 year period

Scopus

WoS

http://www.scopus.com/scopus/home.url
http://nonsolus/sciencedirect/


Q4 2008 WoS

Q4 2008 Scopus
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Broader coverage = higher citations 

Scopus has on 

average 10% more 

citations per 

article

>7,000 citations for 

these examples
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How is Scopus used?



Highest average users by country



Usage in South Africa



Usage intensity in South Africa 



Scopus - the most downloaded publishers

25.39%

5.44%

4.17%

3.43%

2.85%
2.71%

2.57%
1.84%

1.75%

1.72%

48.13%

2009 Total  % downloads from Scopus

Elsevier BV

American 
Chemical 
Society
Blackwell 
Publishing 
Inc.
Springer 
Verlag

John Wiley & 
Sons Inc.

Academic 
Press

Kluwer 
Academic 
Publishers
American 
Institute of 
Physics



Company Confidential
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Scopus highlights Jan 2010 and April 2010 releases

Jan 2010 May- 2010

1. New Interface

2. Launch of Journal 
Ranking metrics

3. Large improvements to 
author and affiliation 
profiling and feedback 
mechanism

4. Indexing of author 
profiles in Google

• Addition of more 
conference proceedings

• Visualisation and low 
level  analysis in Author 
Profiles 

• Advancements in 
Integration using API

2010
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Do we need more metrics?



Journal Impact Factor 

2008*

Lancet Infectious Diseases 13.165

Social Studies of Science 1.343

Dyes & Pigments 2.507

Expert Systems with Applications 2.596

Progress in Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 

Spectroscopy
6.162

Communications on Pure & Applied Mathematics 3.806

*Journal Citation Reports 2009

Which journal is best?



Subject field differences?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Arts & Humanities

Mathematics & Computer Sciences

Social Sciences

Materials Science & Engineering

Earth Sciences

Biological Sciences

Environmental Sciences

Physics

Chemistry & Chemical Engineering

Pharmacology & Toxicology

Health Sciences

Neurosciences

Life Sciences

Average 5-year Impact Factor

Elsevier analysis of Thomson Reuters’ data



Why SJR?

• Scimago Journal Rank will be one metric 
that Scopus adopts in 2009

• SJR lets you analyse all journals in Scopus

• SJR ranking is weighted, so that you can 
compare different fields 

• SJR takes account of a journals “prestige”



Tired of Impact Factors? Try the SJR indicator



Scimagojr.com



http://info.scopus.com/etc/suggesttitle/

Scopus Content Selection & Advisory 
Board



THANK YOU

http://www.info.scopus.com/

