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Topics

ÅWhy Spotlight? 

ÅSome context: 

- Data Source

- Subject Classification

- Bibliometric theory applied

- Terminology

ÅEvidence Based Design

ÅSpotlight up close

ÅTo Summarise
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The New Realityé
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Several Forces Are Driving The Need For 

Lean Research

Trend Intensified by Economic Downturn

WORKFLOW INEFFICIENCIES

FUNDING PRESSURES

GOVERNMENT POLICIES

GLOBAL COMPETITION
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Government Policies on Research

Research Program Sponsor Description

Governments are actively guiding their national research agenda 

Á Assess the quality of research in universities 

and colleges in the UK

Á Enable funding bodies to determine how to 

allocate grants across research projects

Á Detail by institution and by discipline those areas 

that are internationally competitive, together with 

emerging areas

Á Funding research that leads to breakthrough 

discoveries and new knowledge

Á Providing incentives for universities to partner 

with other organizations

Á Attracting, retaining and developing highly 

skilled research personnel.

Á Identify thematic domains for future European 

support 

Á Part of EUôs strategy to become ñthe most 

dynamic competitive     knowledge-based 

economy in the worldò

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Global Research Landscape is Changing

Countries ranked by output growth 1997-2007
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Research Responds to Globalization

Research now...

Á Crosses national boundaries

Á Exhibits high mobility of resources, people, 
ideas, technologies and infrastructure

Á Responds and reacts to public and private 
pressures

Á Networks energetically in real and virtual 
space/time

Á Balances on the knife edge of Competition 
and Collaboration

Source: Prof. Daryl Le Grew, University of Tasmania
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Research is more exciting, but also 

more challenging

Q: How many hours per week searching and gathering information?
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Researchers spend more time looking for information than        
analyzing and applying it

Q: How many hours per week organizing, analyzing and applying 
information

Source:  2007 Survey by Outsell Inc. on 6,300 knowledge workers

A:
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Responding to this changing 

landscape, Elsevier has developedé

ÅSciVal Spotlight, a customized web-based tool 

that enables your institution to evaluate its 

research performance and adjust strategies
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Underlying Data Source

ÅWorlds largest A&I database

Å16000 Journals

ÅArts & Humanities now included

ÅAffiliation Profiles merged manually by the Spotlight team

Å5 year rolling window (2004 to 2008 = 2008 map)

http://www.scopus.com/home.url
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Scopus data empowering research 

evaluation
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CWTS found that, in general, Scopus covers 

much of the same material as the Web of 

Science (WoS) and ISI Proceedings and in 

some areas provides a higher level of 

coverage. Overall, the report found that 

Scopus should be considered as a 

potential alternative to the WoS for the 

purposes of the REF.

ñThe overall percentage of WoS-covered, 

science-related papers found in Scopus 

increased over the years, from 89 per cent in 

1996 to 97 per cent in 2005. In other words, 

in these fields and for published articles and 

reviews the WoS now constitutes almost a 

complete subset of Scopus.ò

"Science and technology play a crucial 

role in a country's economic growth," said 

Mr. Hiroyuki Tomizawa, Principal 

Administrator, Economic Analysis and 

Statistics Division, Directorate for Science, 

Technology and Industry, with the OECD. 

"We selected Scopus for its breadth of 

coverage including journal titles from 

over 100 nations as well as its 

advanced features. Together, these 

advantages will enable the OECD to 

execute more sophisticated statistical 

analyses to guide our member countries."

Using Scopus in 2007 

has resulted in our 

being able to track for 

127 more institutions 

than in 2006 resulting in 

better showing for many 

universities. A better 

representation from non-

English language 

journals has led to better 

results from many 

countries where English 

is not the first language

RESEARCH ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING 

COUNCIL FOR ENGLAND (HEFCE) 

Using Scopus in 2007 

has resulted in our 

being able to track 

for 127 more 

institutions than in 

2006 resulting in better 

showing for many 

universities. A better 

representation from   

non-English language 

journals has led to better 

results from many 

countries where English 

is not the first language

"Science and technology play a crucial 

role in a country's economic growth," said 

Mr. Hiroyuki Tomizawa, Principal 

Administrator, Economic Analysis and 

Statistics Division, Directorate for Science, 

Technology and Industry, with the OECD. 

"We selected Scopus for its 

breadth of coverage including 

journal titles from over 100 

nations as well as its advanced 

features. Together, these advantages 

will enable the OECD to execute more 

sophisticated statistical analyses to guide 

our member countries."

CWTS found that, in general, Scopus covers 

much of the same material as the Web of 

Science (WoS) and ISI Proceedings and in 

some areas provides a higher level of 

coverage. Overall, the report found that 

Scopus should be considered as a 

potential alternative to the WoS for 

the purposes of the REF.

ñThe overall percentage of WoS-covered, 

science-related papers found in Scopus 

increased over the years, from 89 per cent in 

1996 to 97 per cent in 2005. In other words, 

in these fields and for published articles and 

reviews the WoS now constitutes 

almost a complete subset of 

Scopus.ò


