
THE ROLE OF

SCOPUS

IN

HIGHLIGHTING 
INTERNATIONAL 
RESEARCH

Peter Brimblecombe 
School of Environmental Sciences

University of East Anglia

Norwich NR4 7TJ  UK

photograph courtesy <a href="http://philip.greenspun.com/">Philip Greenspun</a>

PUBLISHING QUALITY



INDIVIDUALISTIC

REFLECTIONS

 Teaching

 Administration

 Research

 Editing

 Ethics and quality



ADVENTURE 

IN

LIBRARIES

 SCOPUS can be 

exciting

Brendan Fraser and Rachel Weisz

I may not be an explorer, or an 

adventurer, or a treasure hunter, 

or  a gunfighter! Mr. O'Connell but 

I'm proud of what I am.

And what is that?

...I am a librarian!



LIBRARIANS

SCOPUS AND TEACHING
Library Connect Aug 2007 p. 7

 ALISON JOHNSTON 

University of Canterbury NZ

 Has allowed students to assemble 

scholarly reference lists

 Weaned them away from Google

http://libraryconnect.elsevier.com/lcn/0503/lcn0503.pdf

I discuss with students the 

importance of identifying the peer-

reviewed scientific literature....



TEACHERS AND MINI PROJECTS 

SPORTS CRAZED STUDENT

 Beijing air pollution project to benefit 2008 Olympic Games 

 Environmental factors in the summer Olympics in historical 
perspective 

 The pollution climate and athletic performance 

 Blue skies in Beijing? Looking at the Olympic effect 

 Implications of air pollution effects on athletic performance. 

 Ozone reductions during Olympic period due to congestion 
reducing measures 

 Athletic performance and urban air pollution 

 The Los Angeles Olympic Games: Effects of pollution 
unclear 

 Summer Olympics to be under ozone cloud

SCOPUS and the sports crazed student…

AIR POLLUTION AND THE OLYMPICS



ADMINISTRATOR

ASSIGNING PhD

EXAMINERS

When assigning examiners it is 

important to check if there are 

any co-publications 

Job now takes just seconds  

“Wow! The university must keep 

SCOPUS”
Elly Reynolds 



DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE 
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RESEARCHERS

DISCIPLINARY TRENDS



FORMALDEHYDE
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RESEARCHERS

GRANT PROPOSALS

 Review the margins of the literature –

SCOPUS has good peripheral vision

 Identify gaps  - rather difficult because  the 

strength is in what is not there…

 Guessing/suggesting potential reviewers

Ground breaking work may involve :

mainstreaming obscurity

transferring knowledge across boundaries



PERIPHERAL VISION 

TITLE-ABS-KEY (abietic)
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CITATION RATES

CLASSIC TREND VS SLEEPERS
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EDITORS

CITATIONS vs  ARTICLE LENGTH 
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PROBLEMS WITH IMPACT FACTORS

MYTHS AND SHORT TIMESCALE
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CUMMULATIVE CITATIONS 
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PRESS RELEASES
Profile of interesting, but potentially neglected papers

Europhotonics, press, television, 

radio… even National Geographic! 



INCREASING THE IMPACT FACTOR

 Increasing quality

Widening access to journal’s audience

 Publishing timely reviews 

 Increasing publication speed

 Integrated cross-referenced special issues 

 Requiring updated reference lists

 Biasing time to beginning of year

Generally regarded as ethical…?



CITATION ENGINEERING

… typically by increasing internal citations

 Increasing the number of citable non-

article items: letters, product reviews etc

 Writing heavily self-referenced editorials 

 Pressuring authors to cite the journal

 Manipulating the reference lists

Usually regarded as unethical…?



ETHICAL 

ISSUES

Ethical Editing

Autumn 2009



EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH  - GROWTH

 Editor Karl Roberts, 

Liverpool John 

Moores University

 Board of 34 

academics

 Stunning growth
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EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH  - IMPACT
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EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH - AUTHORS

 Author K. Sopian

 20 EJSR papers in 2009

 3 papers 2008
 Renewable Energy (21) 

 Wseas Transactions on Environment and 
Development (10) 

 European Journal of Social Sciences (5) 

 Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews (4) 

 Journal of Energy Engineering (4) American Journal 
of Applied Sciences (3) 

 American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
Advanced Energy Systems Division Publication 
AES (3) 

 Energy Conversion and Management (3) 

 Author A. Zaharin

 18 EJSR papers in 2009
 Wseas Transactions on Environment and 

Development (11)

 Wseas Transactions on Mathematics (5)

 2007 Asia Pacific Conference on Applied 

Electromagnetics Proceedings Apace2007 (1)

 Atmospheric Research (1)

 IEEE International Conference on Semiconductor 

Electronics Proceedings ICSE (1)

 International Journal of Mathematical Models and 

Methods in Applied Sciences (1)

 Journal of Applied Sciences (1)

 Proceedings of the Electronic Packaging 

Technology Conference EPTC (1)

National University of Malaysia (UKM)





THE BOARD

 Karl Roberts is Senior Lecturer in Accounting and Financial 
Management and teaches:  Chartered Institute of Public 
Finance Accounting Certificate, at Liverpool John Moores 
University. Has no telephone number there. Edits a wide 
range of journals.

 Morteza Shahbazi Edinburgh University not widely cited 
though 3 2008 publications in EJSR

 Mete Feridun, Loughborough University - a PhD student 
Financial Crises in Emerging Markets (also allied with  
Eastern Mediterranean University and is on the Board of 
The International Research Journal of Finance and 
Economics edited by Karl Roberts.

 Jatin Pancholi, Middlesex University –caught him on the 
phone. A pleasant guy, but wasn’t sure whether he was on 
the board of EJSR as he is on so many.



Peter Brimblecombe 
School of Environmental Sciences

University of East Anglia

Norwich NR4 7TJ  UK



EDITORS

FINDING REFEREES

 Ranking potential referee (or author)

 e.g. DEW CHEMISTRY –incoming Okochi MS


