
IDENTIFY YOUR CASE: ALLEGATIONS OF RESEARCH ERRORS AND FRAUD 
 

 
Where referees or readers come to the publisher or editor saying that: certain laboratories 
do not have the facilities to conduct the research they published; the gel images look 
manipulated; the data from the control experiments is too perfect etc, then the possibility 
of fraud needs to be considered. 
 
Fraud is publishing data or conclusions that were not generated by experiments or 
observations, but by data manipulation or invention.  Changing the data measurements to 
conveniently fit the desired end result is fraud, but excluding inconvenient results is 
deliberate research error, which, in effect, is the same end result – fraud. 
 


