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Changes in authorship 
(a)   Corresponding author requests addition of extra author before publication 

Clarify reason for change in authorship 

Check that all authors consent to addition of 
extra author 

Amend contributor details (role of 
each contributor/author) if included 

Proceed with 
review/publication 

All authors agree Authors do not agree 

Suspend review/publication of paper until 
authorship has been agreed by all 

authors, if necessary, via institution(s) 

Get new author to complete 
journal’s authorship 
declaration (if used) 

Note:  major changes in 
response to reviewer 

comments, e.g. adding new 
data might justify the inclusion 

of a new author 

READ THIS FIRST
NOTE: COPE charts are useful tools for Editors as they show in visual form the general process of investigation, communication, and decision-making. However there are some minor differences between COPE-recommended procedures as described on these charts and Elsevier-recommended procedures. It is therefore suggested that Editors always discuss and agree with their publishing contact on a course of action together.
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Changes in authorship
(b)   Corresponding author requests removal of  author before publication

Clarify reason for change in authorship

Check that all authors consent to removal of author

Proceed with
review/publication

All authors agree Authors do not agree

Suspend review/publication of paper until
authorship has been agreed

Inform excluded author(s) that if they
wish to pursue the matter they should do
this with their co-authors or institutions

rather than the editor

Amend author list and contributor
details (role of each contributor/author)/

acknowledgements as required

Most important to check
with the author(s) whose

name(s) is/are being
removed from the paper

and get their agreement in 
writing
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Changes in authorship 
(c)   Request for addition of extra author after publication 

Clarify reason for change in authorship 

Check that all authors consent to addition of 
extra author 

Publish correction if required by 
institution(s) 

All authors agree Authors do not agree 

Publish correction if needed 

To prevent future problems: 
(1) Before publication, get 
authors to sign statement that 
all listed authors meet 
authorship criteria and that no 
others meeting the criteria have 
been omitted 
(2) Publish details of each 
person’s contribution to the 
research and publication 

Publish correction 

All authors agree Authors still cannot agree 

Explain that you will not change the 
authorship until you have written 

agreement from all authors 
Provide authorship guidelines but do not 

enter into dispute 

Refer case to authors’ 
institution(s) and ask it/them to 

adjudicate 

Ask why author was omitted from
original list – ideally, refer to

journal guidelines or authorship
declaration that should state

that all authors meet appropriate
criteria and that no deserving

authors have been omitted



Developed for COPE by Liz Wager of Sideview (www.lizwager.com)
Redrawn for COPE by Blackwell Publishing
© 2006 Committee on Publication Ethics

A non-exclusive licence to reproduce these
flowcharts may be applied for by writing to:

cope@bmjgroup.com

Committee on Publication Ethics Flowchart
www.publicationethics.org.uk

Changes in authorship 
(d)  Request for removal of author after publication 

Clarify reason for change in authorship 

Contact other authors explaining 
what is happening 

See flowchart for 
fabricated data 

Other authors 
submit response 

Other authors do 
not wish to respond 

Author(s) has difference in 
interpretation of data 

Author(s) gives 
acceptable reason 

for change 

Author(s) alleges fraud / misconduct 

Publish minority view letter 

Publish correction 

Publish both letters 

Check that all 
authors agree to 

change (including 
excluded author) 

Author(s) writes a letter Author(s) does not agree to 
write letter (or writes 

something unpublishable) 

If author insists on 
removal of name and 
other authors agree, 

then consider publishing 
correction 

Suggest author(s) put views in a letter 
and explain you will give other authors a 
chance to respond and will publish both 

letters if suitable (i.e. correct length, 
not libellous) 

Ask why author wishes to be
removed from list – refer to

journal guidelines or authorship
declaration which should state

that all authors meet appropriate
criteria. Ask if author suspects

fraud/misconduct




