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What to do if a reviewer suspects undisclosed conflict of interest (Col) in a submitted manuscript
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Explain journal policy/Col definition
clearly and obtain signed statement from
author(s) about all relevant Cols

A non-exclusive licence to reproduce these
flowcharts may be applied for by writing to:
cope@bmjgroup.com


READ THIS FIRST
NOTE: COPE charts are useful tools for Editors as they show in visual form the general process of investigation, communication, and decision-making. However there are some minor differences between COPE-recommended procedures as described on these charts and Elsevier-recommended procedures. It is therefore suggested that Editors always discuss and agree with their publishing contact on a course of action together.
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