
Mathematics Scientific Advisory Council 

Summary of the Third Meeting held on 3rd May 2014 in Amsterdam 

Present at this meeting were: Frank den Hollander, Leiden University, Yvon Maday, Laboratoire 

Jacques-Louis Lions, Tom Ward, University of Durham, Roderick Wong, City University of Hong Kong, 

Christopher Greenwell, Elena Griniari, Laura Schmidt, Valerie Teng-Broug, Evalyne Wanjiru, and Els 

Bosma on behalf of Elsevier 

Apologies were received from: Cedric Villani, Victor Perez-Abreu, and Vijay Nair 

Update on events and Follow-up from Previous Meetings 

Updates were given on events since the last Council meeting. Points were discussed as they came up 

during the update. In particular some of the key points that were discussed: 

 There was discussion of the rise of ‘predatory’ Open access (OA) journals. Members of the 

Council noted that they have been contacted by several OA journals with invites both to 

serve as Editors and/or to contribute as authors writing OA versions of previously successful 

articles. It was noted that Elsevier OA is differentiated both by quality and ethical behaviour 

which draws the line between publishing vs. pure profit. Nothing is accepted that would not 

meet the quality criteria set out by the journal. 

 There was discussion about the Cost of Knowledge boycott and in particular the latest post 

on pricing. The Council expressed an interest in the promised updates. 

 Whilst it is clear that the boycott has changed Elsevier culture and changed it for the better 

the council voiced concern that this message has not reached everyone and is continuing to 

have a serious effect on peer review as there are still many who will not work with us.  

 The Council were highly supportive of the Open Archive and felt it was the single most 

important step that we had taken in rebuilding relations with the community. 

 Further discussion on Green and Gold OA then followed. It was noted that RCUK seems now 

to be leaning towards Green OA due to funding issues. It was noted that arXiv in many cases 

is the Green OA outlet for the Mathematical Sciences and that the journals add value and 

stature from the publication. 

 The update moved to Societies and it was noted that Elsevier will be the first corporate 

member of the International Statistics Institute (ISI). There was also discussion of the 

capturing of the archive for Indagationes Mathematicae from 1951 to 1968 for inclusion in 

the Open Archive. 

The discussion moved to other initiatives and an updates were given on: 

 Our most recent sponsorships and awards that we have funded in the last year (see 

http://www.elsevier.com/physical-sciences/mathematics/long-term-commitment-and-

support#awards). 

 Reward badges and trials that are running to recognise and reward reviewers. 

 The Article Transfer Service (ATS) that we now offer in several mathematics clusters to 

redirect articles to more suitable journals without the need to re-review the article thus 

helping to relieve the burden on the peer review process. About 50% of authors that have 
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been offered transfers under ATS so far have accepted. It was made clear that this is not 

done on a cascade basis and is being used to redirect articles of good quality that are better 

suited to other titles. 

 Editor terms with transitions still happening and the number of Editors who have served 10 

or more years being further reduced to 22. 

 A marketing update was given highlighting our use of social media to communicate in 

particular Twitter, Facebook, and Google+. 

 There was also an update on the Elsevier Historic Collection and the digitisation of this 

archive. It was noted that Opera Mathematicae is being digitised in time for ICM 2014 in 

Seoul as part of our sustainability campaign. 

Pricing Update 

The Council felt that the company needed to communicate clearly on this and that all had a shared 

interest in a better debate which required better information. It was suggested that outlets for this 

should be those recognised by the community not just Elsevier’s traditional outlets. 

It was noted that we have Library Advisory Boards in the USA, EUR and now APAC. The council felt 

that it would be of benefit to Elsevier to be more open about this. 

Open Access 

An update was provided on the global state of Open Access (OA). The differences between Green 

and Gold OA were noted and a map of global OA preferences was shown with the note that it is 

expected that China will opt for Green OA with 12 month embargo. 

There was discussion of Creative Commons licences and the fact that whilst many funding bodies 

mandate CC-BY some authors prefer CC-BY-NC-ND or CC-BY-NC-SA (Non-Commercial – Share Alike) 

which was felt to be a good middle ground. 

The discussion then moved to national repositories and the USA (OSTP) and the Netherlands (Sander 

Dekker’s recent visit to Elsevier) were mentioned. Repositories are seen as important to 

governments but it was noted that research is global and the ‘Vision 2025’ document was 

mentioned. It was felt that OA is being shaped by politicians and the wind could change as 

governments and in particular budgets do. This was discussed to the logical conclusion where 

embargoed Green OA is the norm and Gold OA becomes “Career Publishing” (essentially self-funded 

vanity publishing for your career). 

Relative impact IF of Gold OA does not show that OA has a better relative impact than subscription 

or hybrid titles. 

The possibility of waiving or reducing OA fees for reviewers was mentioned by Yvon Maday. This is 

an idea that has been raised and would require further discussion. 

Future Initiatives 

The next presentation looked at possible future initiatives but looked back first with a review of the 

digitisation of Elsevier mathematics books in historic collection archive. 

https://twitter.com/ElsevierMath
https://www.facebook.com/elseviermaths


Digital Mathematics Library (DML) and how Elsevier could contribute was mentioned. This then 

moved to one of their goals – searching/finding and LaTeX Search was discussed. It was felt that 

more useful would be a high-level abstract search which would need to be semantic, not character-

based although it was debated how much that would replace “asking the old staff member who sits 

in the corner of the staff room”. 

Analytics were discussed next with some SciVal numbers for mathematics institutes where the level 

of output from China caused some surprise. This was noted as being in mostly applied and 

computational areas but the quality is obviously of interest. Benchmarking was shown for 3 Dutch 

universities and mapping collaboration was shown next. 

Discussion then moved to a review of the recent survey that we undertook to evaluate a new 

publishing model for one of our journals involving a submission fee to discourage low-quality or out 

of scope submissions. (http://www.elsevier.com/physical-sciences/mathematics/survey-results). 

The survey received 1,300 responses over 10 days and the responses were very mixed with 390 

generally were supportive, 337 neutral and 520 non-supportive. The notion that the submission fee 

would be returned if the paper was published via a transfer in another journal came out of the 

discussions. In general whilst the Council found the idea interesting they were not sure that this 

would work and the decision is ultimately not to proceed. However it was felt that Elsevier should be 

applauded for considering new ideas. 

A Mathematics Sponsorship Fund was also discussed. This has been approved and further 

information will be released shortly. 

Nominations and suggestions new for Council Members 

The Council has two new members and they were reminded that terms are, in general, three years. 

This would mean that 2015 would be the final year for some of the original members and all were 

encouraged to think about new members in new geographies, subject areas that are not 

represented on the Council and also about their possible successors. Nominations for new members 

are welcome at any time. 
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